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PREFACH. 


Tur Editor of this volume esteemed it one of the highest honours which could 
have been conferred upon him when the Proprietors of The Baptist Magazine re- 
quested him to undertake the superintendence of a new series of that work, confid- 
ing it exclusively to his care. Knowing that however managed, it would necessarily 
exercise considerable influence, believing that if well conducted and extensively 
read, it would be a powerful instrument of good to the churches, promoting 
their purity, their efficiency, and their spiritual peace, he felt very sensibly the 
importance of the undertaking, and his consequent responsibility, both to the 
respected gentlemen who had selected him to carry into effect their desire for 
its improvement, and especially to that glorious Being whose temple he would 
have such opportunities to defile or to cleanse, to deface or to adorn. With 
diffidence and anxiety he accepted the proposal, but with an humble expecta- 
tion of help from God and men, and hoping that, during his noviciate at least, 
allowance would be made for the defects and errors which his brethren might 
observe. 

Having been enabled to complete the volume, he now presents his grateful 
acknowledgments to all who have assisted him in any way. during its progress. 
From some gentlemen who are personally unknown to him, as well as from 
others whose friendship he has long enjoyed, he has received valuable contri- 
butions. The candour which he hoped for has, he believes, been exercised. He 
has no reason to suppose that the Proprietors have withdrawn their confidence, 
and a gently increasing sale indicates that the successive numbers have 
obtained, in some degree, the approbation of the public. He is quite sensible 
of imperfections which greater skill might have escaped, and which, though he 
does not expect ever to produce any thing that will be faultless, it will be his 

aim to avoid in future. No exertion shall be wanting on his part to make the 
_ Baptist Magazine as superior to other Periodicals, as the principles of the Bap- 
- tist churches are superior to those of all other Christian communities. He trusts 7 
that his readers have perceived that his desire is to cherish the religion of the 
heart, to soften asperities, to unite, as far as can be done without the forfeiture 
of principle, the various sections of the church, to promulgate correct views of 
_ the kingdom of Christ, to diffuse information on subjects in which active Chris-— 
_ tians of our denomination are interested, and to stimulate to exertion in the 
_ service of that gracious Friend, who has purchased us from Slavery, that we 
might be his willing labourers, and “ partakers of the glory that shall be 
. revealed.” ; 
‘These objects, the Editor believes his brethren in the ministry also have at 
heart ; and believing this, he solicits their cordial and steady co-operation. ~~ 
ithout them he is powerless. It is their sanction which must give currency 
o the work among those who naturally look to them for guidance. It is 
by their help that successive numbers must be rendered interesting and 


2 THE FORDS OF JORDAN. 


algo, to the probability of the reading | Jordan might overflow its banks, when 
here adopted, that Bethany, by its ety- | swollen by rains, sufficiently to inundate 
mology, signifies a place or house close | this lower plain, though it would never 
by a ferry.” The most probable suppo- | reach the upper one, it was most proba- 
sition, however, is, that the two names, | bly from these, that the lions were driven 
Bethany and Bethabara, so similar in | out by the inundation, which gave rise to 
signification, were given to the same | the prophet’s simile, ‘Behold, he shall 
place, and that, therefore, in speaking | come up like a lion from the swelling of 
or writing of it they were used indiffe- | Jordan, against the habitation of the 
rently. strong.’ The overflowing is said to have 
When the son of Zacharias had re-| been in the first month, which corre- 
ceived his commission to proclaim in | sponds to our March, as in the enumera- 
the most public manner the approach- | tion of the armies that came to David at 
ing advent of the Hope of Israel, and to | Hebron, those are spoken of who went 
baptize the people with the baptism of | over Jordan in the first month, when he 
repentance, as a preparative for the re-| had overflowed all his banks. In the 
ception of their holy King, he naturally | description of the passage of the priests 
selected thjs place, as well adapted | with the ark, while the waters were di- 
to the purposes of his office. Here he | vided and stood in a heap, as in the pas- 
obtained the ear of travellers from diffe- | sage of the Red Sea, it is said, too, that 
rent districts on either side of the river. | Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the 
Hither, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, | time of harvest, which would be both in 
which was scarcely thirty miles distant, | the autumn and in the spring, as there 
resorted to hear his testimony, and re-| are two harvests here, one succeeding 
ceive the ceremonial rite which he was | the early, and the other the latter rains. 
authorized to administer. Here he stood} _“ From our first descent into this lower 
in the midst of his attentive auditors, | plain, we went on northerly again for 
when, seeing Jesus walking towards | about half an hour, and finding a small 
him, he exclaimed, “Behold the Lamb | party of Arabs encamped on the west 
of God, which taketh away the sin of| bank of the river, we alighted at their 
the world!” And here, most probably | tents to refresh. These were of the 
it was, that he complied with the requi-| tribe of Zaliane, to which one of our 
sition of his condescending Lord, “Suf-| guides belonged, and we met, therefore, 
fer it to be so now, for thus it becometh| with the most welcome reception. A 
us to fulfil all righteousness.” meal of warm cakes and goat’s milk was 
The scenery of this interesting spot is| prepared for us, and we~were glad to 
thus described by Mr. Buckingham, who | shelter ourselves from the scorching — 
crossed the river at the customary ford, | heat of the sun, beneath the shade of 
in the year 1816 :— these humble dwellings. Many inquiries — 
“The whole of the plain, from the} were made of our guides as to the mo- 
mountains of Judea on the west, to those | tives and object of our journey, yet, — 
of Arabia on the east, may be called the | though we were in safety among this 
valley of Jordan, in a general way ; but | portion of the same tribe to which one 
in the centre of the plain, which is at | of our guides belonged, neither of them 
_ least ten miles broad, the Jordan runs in | would explain, but merely said, wi 
another still lower valley, perhaps a mile | were going to Sham or Damascus, wit 
broad in some of the widest parts, and | which the rest seemed satisfied: As the. 
a furlong in the narrowest. | road on the east of the Jordan was: ac 
1 “Into this we descended, and we knowledged by all to be dangerous, w 
eae tue so of white clayey soil on | took from the party here a third hor, 
ach side, to be about two hundred feet | man, the chief aim seeming to be, 
a baie the second, or lower plain | have our escort formed of those w 
eing about a mile broad, generally | were personally known among the Arab 
_ barren, and the Jordan flowing down | o the other side of the river, a 
through the middle of it beiwels banks | « eh eG Bi ine 
_ which were now fourteen or fiftec anks | could therefore ensure us a safe anc 
een feet | molested ie through their ter: 


h, while the river was at its lowest| “We auj is enc 
vas west | _ e quitted this encampm 
There are close thickets all along | noon, out party being fies 
dge of the stream, as well as upon | six Horsemen, nat 7, three 


er plain, which would afford am- E 
for wild beasts; and as th 
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ed the Jordan, just opposite to the tents 
which were pitched at the distance of 
afew yards only, from the river. The 
stream appeared to us to be little more 
than twenty-five yards in breadth, and 
was so shallow in that part as to be easi- 
ly fordable by our horses. The banks 
were thickly lined with tall rushes, ole- 
anders, and a few willows; the stream 
was exceedingly rapid, the water tole- 
rably clear from its flowing over a bed of 
pebbles, and, as we drank of the stream 
while our horses were watering, we 
found it pure-and sweet to the taste.” 

Burckhardt, after giving a similar de- 
scription of the general scenery, adds :— 
“The river, where we passed it, was 
about eighty paces broad, and about three 
feet deep. This, it must be recollected, 
was in the midst of summer. In the win- 
ter, it inundates the plain in the bottom 
of the narrow valley, but never rises to 
the level of the upper plain of the Ghor, 
which is, at least, forty feet above the 
level of the river. The river is fordable 
in many places during summer, but the 
few spots where it may be crossed in 
the rainy season are known only to the 
Arabs.” 

The ford which Mr. Buckingham and 
his companions crossed, is that which is 
delineated in the engraving which ac- 
companies this article. It is taken, by 
permission, from a plate belonging to the 
proprietors of two elegant volumes, en- 
titled, “Landscape Illustrations of the 
Bible, consisting of views of the most 
remarkable places mentioned in the Old 

and New Testaments.” The drawings 
were made from original sketches taken 
by distinguished travellers, at the various 
places to which they refer. We are in- 
formed that sixteen thousand pounds 
have been expended in this work ; and 
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Duar Sir, 


You have asked me to render you some assistance in the new duty to which you are 
called, as To show you how willing I am to do what I am — 
only desiring that the perusal of it, may, under the 
‘ine blessing, awaken some sleeper, and thus promote the great object which I suppose 
ou must have in view, in conducting your periodical, 
ders. ‘Seelam, dear Sir, 
Your fellow-servant in the gospel, uit et} 


_ called, as the Editor of our Magazine. 
able, I send you the following paper ; 
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it is matter of congratulation to the 
Christian portion of the community, that 
this large sum should have been employ- 
ed in a manner so admirably adapted to 
elucidate the holy writings, and promote 
the purest pleasures which human beings 
in our present stage of existence can en- 
JOYs 

The company in the foreeround con- 
sists of pilgrims, collected for the pur- 
pose of bathing in the venerated stream. 
“The annual procession for this purpose,” 
says the Rev. T. H. Horne, “takes place 
after the festival of Easter. The pilgrims 
quit the Holy City under the protection 
of the governor of Jerusalem and his 
guards, who defend them from the as- 
saults of the plundering Arabs of the 
district. The journey and ceremony of 
bathing in the river generally occupy 
the greater part of three days; though 
many of the travellers perform it in two. 
The stream flows between steep banks, 
overshadowed by willows and other 
shrubs, After riding along the bank for 
about two miles, and passing through a 
thicket of tamarisks and oleanders, at a 
bend of the river thickly shaded with 
willows, the pilgrims reach the spot de- 
lineated in our view ; they then imme- 
diately strip, and rushing down the steep 
bank, plunge into the sacred stream. 
Many carry with them a white robe, to 
wear at this ceremony. When they are 
clothed again, and have filled their bot- 
tles with the holy water, they return to 
Jerusalem.” 

Greatly as this superstition is to be la- 
mented, the utility of the picture, as well 
ag its beauty, is heightened by the exhi- 
bition thus afforded of the admirable 
adaptation of the spot to that ordinance 
which John was sent to administer. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


—the spiritual benefit of its 
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THs commencement of a new year 
seems to be a period calling to renewed 
activity, and requiring us faithfully to 
admonish one another on the great con- 
cerns of an approaching eternity. The 
following paper is designed to attempt 
something of this kind, in reference, not 
so much to Christians,—though they per- 
haps, if they read it, may meet with a 
word not inapplicable to them,—but to 
unconverted persons. Such persons are 
said in the word of God to be spiritually 
asleep. They are asleep in their sins. 
Careless of their souls’ salvation, they 
are slumbering away the precious season 
of mercy, till presently it will be all gone, 
and they will awake to find themselves 
for ever lost. Let me bespeak from the 
persons IT have m view, a candid and 
patient attention, while I endeavour to 
show them what a criminal and perilous 
thing it is thus to be indulging in 
spiritual drowsiness, when they ought to 
be earnestly seeking the salvation of 
their souls. With this intention I sub- 
mit to their consideration the following 
remarks. 

Persons asleep do not see the light. 
“They that sleep, sleep in the night ;” 
or if they sleep in the day, to them the 
day itself isas the night. Hence it isan 
inversion of the order of nature for men 
to slumber in the day-time. The light 
is good, and it is a pleasant thing to be- 
hold the sun ; but if men shut their eyes 
and compose themselves to sleep, to 
them it is all one as if it were midnight. 
The pleasant beams ‘of the sun’s glory 
may shine all around them, but they do 
not perceive them: they may even shine 
upon their faces, and play upon their 
eyelids, but still they are in darkness. 
They neither see the light itself, nor any 
thing the light reveals. Soit is with you 
who are spiritually asleep, The light of 
truth shines upon you and around you, 
but you do not see it. Gospel light in 
its noonday brightness is illuminating 
the world, but you are in-darkness. This 
is the very distinction which God’s word 

mnakes between you and those who are 
_ awake, They are the children of light 
and the children of the day, but you are 
the children of darkness. And this it is 
that constitutes your misery and your 
ult, for “ this is the condemnation, that 


love darkness rather than light, because 
‘their deeds are evil.’ You who are 
asleep do not see any of those divine 

and eternal things which are revealed in 


< : echt is come into the world, but men | 
1 and then the great realities of 
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the gospel. A man who is awake sees 
God and Christ, and heaven and hell. 
He sees that he himself is a guilty 
and lost sinner, and that the crucified 
Son of God is an all-sufficient and willing 
Saviour. He sees that time is short, 
and eternity at hand ; and he sees that 
it will not do for him to spend his time 
in vanity and sin, while his immortality 
is at stake, and to-morrow may be too 
late to repent and turn to God. But 
you see none of these things ; and there- 
fore you pay no regard to them. You 
shut your eyes, and fold your arms, and 
compose yourselves to sleep, and mid- 
night darkness settles on your souls. 

In sleep men are apt to treat dreams 
ag realities, and realities as dreams. 
Sleep locks up the senses, the great inlets 
of knowledge. Not only are the eyes 
closed, but the ears also, and every 
other avenue to the soul. And the con- 
sequence is, that vam and airy —phan- 
tasies are raised in the mind. False and 
imaginary representations of things float 
before it, and the soul is filled with dlu- 
sory images, deceptive figures, or dis- 
torted conceptions of things that are 
true. “So a hungry man dreameth, 
and behold, he eateth ; but he awaketh, 
and his soul is empty ; or a thirsty man 
dreameth, and behold he drinketh, but 
he awaketh, and behold he is faint.” 
The most absurd things imaginable pre- 
sent themselves in the visions of the 
night, but it never occurs to the sleeper 
to detect and expose their absurdity. To 
him they all pass for the sobrieties of 
reason, and the natural realities of life. 
Just so it is with those of you who are 
spiritually asleep. How eager are you 
after the present world! How much 
engrossed in its vain pursuits! What a 
mighty thing does it appear in your es- 
timation to be rich, or respectable ;- to 
live in a little style, and to be saluted 


| with titles of dignity! But what is all 
|the pomp and grandeur of the world, 


its affluence and honours, is it not all 
“walking in a vain show’? Riches or 

poverty, its smiles or its frowns, what 

are they better thana “dream whenone _ 
awaketh?” Like a vain and shadowy 
phantom, “the fashion of the world 
passeth away,” yet, like men in thei 
dreams, you grasp at this phantom 
though it-were reality and subs 
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ment, death, judgment, and eternity, 
these are all treated as if they were 
dreams. If we talk with you of these 
things, you treat them with indifference, 
perhaps with contempt; and the man 
that would feelingly expostulate with 
you on the sinfulness of such conduct, 
you set down perhaps as an obtrusive 
meddler with what does not concern 
him, or at best, it may be, as a well- 
meaning but weak enthusiast. Can 
any thing be more absurd than to live 
every day-in danger of dying, and yet 
unprepared to die? Can any thing be 
more absurd, than to stand on the verge 
of eternity, and yet take no account of 
the world where you are going? Can 
any thing be more absurd, than to devote 
all your time and attention to the gratifi- 
cation or comfort of the present moment, 
and neglect the interests and risk the 
salvation of your soul? And yet, of 
these gross, these criminal absurdities, 
you are guilty; and such is the deep 
slumber into which you are fallen, that 
they appear to you no absurdities at all. 
What can be a more plain and melan- 
choly proof that you are fast asleep ? 

Sleep is a state of stillness and inac- 
tivity. In these respects it is the image 
of death. As the eyes are closed, and 
the ears are closed, and every sense is 
shut; so the tongue is silent, and the 
limbs are motionless. All the restless- 
ness, the excitement, and the vigorous 
voluntary action of life stand still. All 
business and all pleasure are alike sus- 
pended. Every thing is quiet and in a 
state of deep repose. 


** Creation sleeps ;’tis as if the general pulse 
Of life stood still, and Nature made a pause.” 


So also with the spiritual sleeper ;—the 
stillness of death is uponhim. None of 
the powers of his mind, none of the 
members of his body are employed in 
the service of God. There is no motion 
in his soul towards divine and spiritual 
things. There is no cry in his lips, 
“What must I do to be saved ?” He 
lies in his slumber without anxiety and 
without effort. Thisis, perhaps, the spi- 
ritual condition of the reader. You put 
forth no determined exertion to break off 
your sins. You never set yourself deli- 
berately and earnestly to seek after God. 
You are admonished, but repent not; 


s exhorted, but believe not. You com- | lece J 
but let all my readers faithfully examine 


_ pose yourself to a drowsy slothfulness, 
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Persons asleep are insensible to danger. 
They are not conscious of danger, though 
the house be in flames, or the midnight 
assassin at their bed-side. The tempest 
may howl, but they heed it not; the 
lightnings flash, but they dread not the 
fiery bolt thatmay smite them with instant 
death. And is it not exactly thus with 
you whose souls are asleep? What dan- 
ger do youfear? What threatened judg- 
ment can make you afraid? Destruction 
is certainly coming upon you; but you 
are not alarmed. You see death seize 
upon your companions and friends, but 
youlayit not toheart. Where'shall Ishow 
you a just picture of yourselves? If you 
have it any where, you have it in the 
guilty prophet who fled from the pre- 
sence of God. The gale was blowing, 
the sea raging, the ship tossing, and 
the mariners crying every man unto his 
God; but “Jonah was gone down into 
the sides of the ship, and he lay and was 
fast asleep.’ Alike insensible to the 
noise and the danger, he dreamt of 
nothing but security and peace. So 
guilty and unconverted sinners slum- 
ber upon the brink of hell. They 
are standing upon the slippery edge of 
that abyss where billows of eternal fire 
are rolling, but they stand as if there 
were no peril. They bind the bandage 
oyer their eyes, and rush to destruction. 
We see your danger, and warn you of it ; 
but you are not to be disturbed. “ Know- 
ing the terrors of the Lord, we persuade 
men,’ but oh, how few will be persuaded ! 
These solemn realities are treated as idle 
dreams, and we are repelled to weep 
over your insensibility, and our fruitless 
attempts to induce you to flee from the 
wrath to come. 

These statements on the danger and 
criminality of those who are spiritually 
asleep, or, which is the same thing, of 
the unconverted and impenitent sinner, 
are applicable to all who are in that con- 
dition; and I wish to make no excep- 
tions. If I were to compare the different 
kinds of sleepers, no doubt I might ob- 
serve different shades and modificati 
of character; but while these varieties 
all merge into the one great and common 


resemblance, while they are all impeni- — 


tent, all asleep, all living in sin, without 
God, and without Christ, the distinctions 
are nothing, the agreement is every ae: 


Let no man, therefore, deceive himself ; 


a 


and make no effort to escape from des- | 
-truction, or to lay hold on eternal life. | 
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‘unto God and live. 
eas % ‘ . Pins meee 


turm 
* Ss 


a —— ¥ 


Haas! 


6 SPIRITUAL SLEEPERS. 


But yet, for the sake of helping you 
in this examination, and of still more 
accurately describing the persons who 
are warned and admonished, I shall di- 
vide them all into three classes. And, 

1. There are those who are so pro- 
foundly asleep, that no efforts used for 
the purpose have been able in any mea- 
sure to awake them. There is reason to 
fear that not a few must be comprehend- 
ed under this description. They have 
settled themselves down into a deep and 
permanent slumber. If they were only 
asleep like persons taking their natural 
rest through the night, and who when 
morning dawns will wake and rise to 
the duties of life, we should feel no 
anxiety about them; but this is not 
their state: on the contrary, they are 
habitual sleepers, they never wake; no 
morning dawns on them; they are 
always in darkness. Their sleep is so 
intense, that nothing disturbs them; no 
alarm from without, no tendency to 
wakefulness within, ever makes them so 
much as once open their eyes. They are 
sealed as in the slumber of the grave. 
Such persons are not merely asleep, they 
are dead. The apostle describes them 
Hphes. iv. 17—19. 

2. There is another class of those 
who have been aroused from their slum- 
bers, and are partially awake, persons 
who have felt in some degree the admo- 
nitions and warningsin which they have 
been addressed. Just like persons who, 
in the midst of a profound sleep, have 
been touched with some sharp pointed 
instrument, they start and open their 
eyes, and look round to see from what 
quarter the disturbance comes; so you 
have been roused, your deep sleep has 
been broken, and in a sort of half-con- 
scious and half-insensible state you are 
gazing about you, scarcely knowing 
where you are, or what it is proper for 
you to do. Something you understand 
of the necessity of caring for your soul, 
and of your need of Christ; but your 
knowledge is very limited, and your 
light very obscure. 
morbid, death-like sleep of those I have 
before described, but neither are you 
fully and wide awake. 

8, There is a third class of those who 
__ were once half awakened, but they are 
gone to sleep again. These must be pro- 
nounced the worst of all ; their condition 
is more hopeless than that of all others, 
hat being often reproved harden- 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 


You are not in the 


thout remedy.” But while 


it is thus, the most guilty, and therefore 
the most dangerous, it is, I fear, by no 
means an uncommon case. Such is the 
drowsiness induced by sin, that there is 
in the sinner, a constant proneness to 
fall asleep. It is most natural to him to 
indulge in slothfulness, and to comfort 
himself in his carnal security. He loves 
to fold his hands in idleness, and to 
nurse his conscience into quiet though 
false repose. How many of you sleepers 
have stifled convictions, closed your 
ears to the truth, and shut your eyes 
against the light? Of some of you 
better things were once hoped, and 
things which accompany salvation. Your 
christian friends thought you were break- 
ing away in earnest from the world and 
sin; the church was making ready to 
welcome you to her holy fellowship, 
and the ministering spirit was on the 
wing, to carry the tidings to the celestial 
world, that there might have been joy 
amongst the angels in the presence of 
God over your repentance, but it has all 
ended in disappointment: the angels 
have not rejoiced, the church has not 
received you, but you are returned to 
the world, and are faster bound than 
ever with the chain of your sins. O 
miserable man, your condition at last, 
if a miracle of grace prevent not, will 
be that of the “tree whose fruit wither- 
eth, twice dead, plucked up by the roots.” 

I call upon you then, O ye sleepers, 
to awake. ‘ Awake thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee life.’ “What meanest thou, 
O sleeper? arise, and eall upon thy God.” 
By calling upon you to awake, I mean 
to urge you to rouse up yourselves from 
that state of supineness and security 
into which you are sunk. Consider the — 
condition of your soul, its guilt and de- 
pravity, its obligations and its wants, its 
immortality “ed its danger. “ Repent, 
and be converted.” “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” “Flee from the — 
wrath to come.” Flee to him whom God 
hath given for salvation to the ends of ~ 
the earth. Comeaway from the world; _ 
snap the chain which holds you in bon- — 
dage to sin. “Resist the devil.” And 
let your heart and your life be given t 
holiness and God. Do this now, n 
message is urgent, it admits of no de 
for “now is the accepted time, and 
is the day of salvation.” How muel 
the day is spent! How rapidl ts he 2 
are fying ! How short a portion 
remains ! Remonstrant voi 
hand are crying aloud, A 
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CHARACTER OF THE LATE MR. B. STUCHBERY, OF NORTHAMPTON. 


BY THE REY. W. GRAY. 


In briefly sketching the character of | genius, invited the ‘exercise of his 
the late Mr. B. Stuchbery, in member- | benevolent wishes, gave scope to his 
ship with the church in College Street, | opening talent, and yielded him some 
Northampton, and also for several years | of his purest pleasures. First as teacher, 
one of its active deacons, it may be ob- | and then as superintendent in our Sab- 
served, that, ‘‘ trained up in the way he | bath-school, his labours have shed a 
should go,” “he feared the Lord from } fragrance over his name ; and not a few 
his youth.” He was born at Bucking- | of the children have risen up to call him 
ham, A.D. 1799. blessed. 

The family of the Stuchberys is as In the spring of 1836, in pursuance 
beloved, as it is well known, in that | of an appointment of the Northampton- 
town and county, and far beyond their } shire Sunday-school Union, Mr. Stuch- 
locality, for its integrity, and benevo- | bery and another person visited most 
lence, and for the uniform consistency | of .the schools, both in the town and 
with which it has maintained the Chris- | country, to mquire into their state, and 
tian profession. The subject of this | to suggest instruction. Our own school 
short account was therefore privileged | came under the examination of the bre- 
with an education strictly religious ; the | thren in February last, and the address 
prayers of father and mother were | of our departed brother produced a very 
offered in his behalf, and parental inter- | powerful impression; and in that +im- 
cession, accompanied by the example of | pression, or from it, we hope we see the 
piety, led to the happiest effects. Most | germ of piety already shooting forth in 
of the children, as they grew up to ma- | the bud and the blossom ; may it reach 
turity, chose “the good part” not to be | the ripened fruit! At the close of the 


taken from them, and have goued them- } examination and address to the scholarg, 
the teachers were requested to remain, 


selves to the fellowship of the saints: ¢ 1 
to whom our friend, in a close, pointed, 


“ The children of thy servants shall con- 

tinue, and their seed shall be established | and affectionate exhortation, urged them 
before thee.” Yet not to these advan- | to an immediate decision on the subject 
of religion, and appealed to those who 


tages, otherwise than as means, did our i 1 those w 
friend ascribe the great moral change. | had given their hearts to Christ, inviting 
them to profess his name before men. 


No one more than himself valued means ; 2 
And it is pleasing to mention, that, ag 


no one less trusted to them; nor caa d , 
_ they be substituted for the work of the | the result of this appeal, under the 
divine blessing, six or seven of the — 


_ Holy Spirit, or supersede its. immediate D 
teachers have felt it their duty to put on 


_ necessity. 5 ty f 
_ Early piety is the safeguard of cha- | the Lord Jesus Christ ; norisit a little =~ 
remarkable, that on the very day in 


 racter, and the shield of moral defence 
against the seductive influence of youth- | which his funeral sermon was preached, 
ful temptations. “Take fast hold of | three of the teachers were received into 
the church; and the preceding Friday _ 


instruction ; let her not go: for she is 1 
thy life.’ The mind of our friend, thus | evening, at the Church-meeting, four 
others were proposed as candidates for — 


_ disciplined in youth, prepared the way, d S| 
E communion. ‘The preacher, in noticing 


and supplied, in no small part, the mate- 2 ic os 
rial of those useful engagements which | the fact in the sermon, said: “ This 19 
singularly impressive; and should be — 


awaited his subsequent career. Piety f 

not only laid the foundation, but, as | regarded both with sentiments of regret ee 

character developed itself, it guided, it | and pleasure. He who so lately from 
nulated, it sustained, it sanctified all. | this pulpit, and in this place, encou 

ossessed of intellectual powers above | and exhorted the teachers, is DO 
iocrity, and those powers placed | with us; his voice will be he 

ce high control of religion, he |-more among us, but some who: 

service ; ser- | faithfully instructed in the 


8 CHARACTER 


the right hand of fellowship. Oh, could 
he have lived to witness what we see, 
how would his bosom have glowed with 
sentiments of gratitude! But does he 
not know it? Has not the pleasing 
news ariyed in heaven? and in these 
manifestations of the divine mercy, his 
glorified spirit has uttered a louder note 
of praise ‘to Him who sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb.’” ; 

By the deputation to the schools in the 
county, a report was prepared, and read 
at: the! Annual Meeting in April last ; 
that report was chiefly drawn up by our 
friend, and drawn up by him in the 
chamber of sickness, and under great 
bodily weakness ; and the matter, and 
the manner, and the language, fully 
proved, that as in the vigour of life, so 
in the prospect of death, the welfare of 
the rising race, and of the children of 
the poor, had taken the firmest hold of 
his heart. Some short time before his 
decease, in addressing this school, he 

founded his remarks upon the words of 
John, “ Little children, it is the last 
time;” and true it was, for he never 
spoke to them afterwards. 

Activity was a striking feature in his 
character; he was constitutionally vigo- 
rous ; what he undertook he undertook 
with determination ; he could not be 
sliggish or indolent ; and if this arose 

- partly from the construction of his 
mind, it was still more so from the high 
state of personal religion. His natural 
temperament was ardent ; this might 
sometimes lead him to overlook the dif- 
ficulties in the way, and at others work 
itself into impatience ; still it was the im- 
patience to do good—the failing which 
leaned to virtue’s side. His plans, his 
conversations, his prayers, his sermons, 
all partook of energy—all gave unequi- 
vocal proof that his heart was influenced 
by zeal to the Lord God of hosts. And 
what is. religion without activity >—a 
name! scarcely that. If in dulness and 
sluggishness it creeps along its way, it 


Jaid in the dust. Putting on the garb 
of the sluggard, it places itself in 


best, and{supreme Hee on; to be 
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fulness of his disposition. There was a 
placidity on the outer man indicative of 
the calmness which reigned within ; and 
a pleasantness of manners evidently 
expressive of peace of mind. No one 
could be long in his company, without 
feeling himself associated with one, on 


is stript ofits beauty, and its honours. 


the position of neutrality—a position 
offensive to Christ, and injurious in its. 
effects. Religion requires ‘our first; and 


‘| cannot corrup 


whom religion had cast its most benig- 
nant influence; happy in the possession, 
he was anxious that others should share 
its joys. Nor can it be doubted, that 
the cheerfulness which brightened up 
his countenance, and the pleasure which 
marked his way, arose from a sense of 
pardoned sin, and the good hope 
through .grace—from nearness to the 
cross, and a believing dependence upon 
the atonement—from walking with 
God, and the expectation of being 
for ever with him. Hence, he traced all 
the events of life to an overruling Pro- 
vidence, and in all his ways acknow-= 
ledged that Providence ; hence, in the 
dispensations which took place, he — 
recognized the hand of a Father, and 
knew all was right, and was working 
together for good ; and hence, the bless-= 
ings of this life, received as the gift 
God, were valued and enjoyed; and 
death itself, threatening the extinction’ 
of all earthly good, created no dismay= — 
ing apprehension: he regarded it as the 
conquered enemy, and the grave, as the © 
passage to the skies. Open in his dis- — 
position, he was ever ready to speak a 
word in season, and sought the oppor- ~ 
tunity, especially to the young, to tell 
of the pleasantness of wisdom’s ways, — 
and that all her paths are peace. His. 
memory, well furnished with pions — 
facts, often rendered his convene 
very agreeable, by the introduction of | 
interesting anecdote: his seriousness — 
partook not of sadness, nor did hi 
cheerfulness approach to levity. 
chee anes sit ah be remember 
that religion is only another name 
ee a pie is came ats | 
is light. It presents he CC 
tion of the mind, « 
sublime ; it places our 
dation which cannot gi 
within the reach of fa 
riches and treasures 
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the contempla-_ 
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disciple of the Saviour, in whom there 
was less of party spirit, and more of the 
spirit of paternal affection ; names and 
sects regulated not his attachments, his 
wishes, or his prayers. To all who 
bore the image of the Saviour, he ex- 
tended the hand of undissembled regard. 
To evangelical principles he was firm— 
firm as a rock; as a Dissenter he stood 
decidedly by the good old way-of non- 
conformity. Among Dissenters, although 
himself a Pzedo-baptist, he attended 
the Baptist chapel when he came to 
reside in Northampton ; and after some 
time united himself in fellowship with 
the church in College Street ; nor is it 
known, that this difference of opinion on 
the subject of baptism, created a single 
discord, or awakened a single suspicion, 
‘or even an approach to uneasiness. The 
church at College Street has given the 
principle of open membership the trial 
of many, many years, and by successive 
ministers, from the excellent Ryland 
down to the present pastor; and it is 
something in its favour to be able to 
say, there has been no alienation of 
heart, no bitterness of spirit, no collision 
of feeling, no hasty expressions on that 
subject ; so far as open communion and 
open membership have a bearing upon 
the peace of the church, it has and does 
dwell together in love. 

Christian liberality distinguished our 
departed brother. Towards ministers 
and members of other denominations, 
he cherished sincere love, and exempli- 
fied the new commandment to love one 
another. His house and table were ac- 
cessible to his brethren, and his frank 
hospitality well entitled him to the 
name of Gaius ; he always seemed gra- 
tified in gratifying his guests; and 
perhaps there were few tables in this 
town more frequently visited, and none 
where visitors were more welcomed. 
His benevolent wishes travelled far 
beyond his means; and, as far as the 
latter were in his power, he willingly 
gave to them who needed. 

His faith, and the good works pro- 


_ eeeding from that prineiple, have en- 
_ deared his name to the large circle of 
his acquaintance. Though dead he yet 
speaketh; and he will speak im years 
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| which they awakened. 


although in their intercourse interupted 
by death, will be renewed, and sancti- 
fied and perpetuated in heaven. 

And is it not in the exercise of bro-« 
therly love that religion will stand out 
to the world under some of her most 
attractive forms, and enlist on her side 
the attachment, and the sympathy, and 
the prayers of the good and the wise 
of every denomination? It is thus the 
reproaches and calumny which division 
and separation have east upon her, will 
be wiped away, the wounds of strife 
will be healed, and the clamour of 
debate hushed into the silence of peace ; 
it is thus the church below will be like 
to that above. This was the religion of 
the primitive church; “See how they 
love one another!” this will be the reli- 
gion of the church in the latter-day 
glory—for the watchmen shall see eye 
to eye ; and this emphatically will 
the religion of the New Jerusalem 
church: Charity will abide, and prevail, 
and reign. 


“ Love is the music of the blest above ; 
Heaven’s harmony is universal love.” 


But we must not enlarge. What our 
friend was, he was by the grace of God; 
he had his imperfections— they were 
his daily regret, and the cause of deep 
humiliation at the footstool of me 
Nos were his excellencies the groutid of 
his dependence; not from what was 
done in the. service of Christ did he 
gather the hope of pardon, but solely 
and-altogether from the doctrine of the 
atonement. It was in 1825 he became 
a member of this church; and with 
what consistency he filled up his duties 
—what share he took in our trials— 
what the fervent prayers he has offered 
for the peace and prosperity of this part 
of Zion—and what the degree of affec- 
tion he bore towards his fellow-members 
—we all know in part; eternity only 
will fully declare. 

He was permitted to see this church 


in the day of great prosperity, and in 


that prosperity he partook the gratitude 
and the joy. He afterwards saw it in 


the night of adversity, and in the sorrow 


of that adversity he bore no small part. 
He was again privileged to see the be- 


ginnings of brighter scenes; and in the 
-encouragements dawning upon us, even 


while himself laid upon the bed of afflic- 
tion, he largely shared the 


~ 


= 


pleasure 


“ 


not meet again ;” to which he 
© Well, I am in the Lord’s hands, and 
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In 1826, with two other brethren, he 
was chosen to the office of deacon. From 
one consideration or another, and parti- 
eularly, judging himself unfit for the 
office, it was by the dint of much 
entreaty he was persuaded to undertake 
it. Having undertaken it, we all know 
with what fidelity he executed it— 
chiefly lamenting that more time was 
not at his command, to cnable him to 
meet the responsibility more fully, and 
especially that part of the duty which 
required his visits to the houses of the 
afflicted, the widows, and the fatherless. 

In 1833 he began to take a more 
active part in the cause of Christianity, 
preaching the good tidings of the king- 
dom. It is unnecessary to say with what 
acceptance he supplied the pulpits of 
neighbouring ministers, and with what 
anxiety his services were sought in the 
adjacent villages. His labours, grow- 
ingly acceptable, soon spread over a 
large extent, and his name will be held 
in grateful remembrance, by the many 
who, in different congregations, listened 
to the tidings of salvation he so fre- 
quently published. 

Had it pleased our heavenly Father to 
have lengthened his life, there is reason 
to believe he would have felt it his duty 
to have devoted himself entirely to the 
work of the ministry ; and in those 
engagements we have the fullest confi- 
dence he would have been faithful unto 
death. 

So he lived, so he laboured ; and how 
was he in death? As his life carried 
out the principles of Christian purity, 
so his latter end, his death illustrated 
the powerful supports, the all-powerful 
supports, of the gospel. 

In the spring of last year, under the 
second attack of influenza, we perceived 
indications of deeply-seated disease ; 
an evident change in his aspect, and 
great prostration of strength: “The 
keepers of the house trembled, and the 
strong men bowed themselves.” We 
wished, we prayed, we sometimes hoped 
his valuable life would be spared—we 
still feared the time of his departure was 
at hand. It was thought highly desira- 


ble for him to try his native air, and in| 


April he removed to Buckingham. His 


and in parting said, “Perhaps we may 
replied, 


what he appoints is best.” 


| 


_ pastor called to see him before he left, | 


a; E made great lamentation over him.” 
____ Inthe month of May, his pastor went | cba iee ae Rigen ee 
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over to Buckingham to see him; and 
although there was no visible alteration 
in his appearance, there was exceeding 
great debility, and little reason to hope 
for his recovery. In the few minutes’ 
conversation he said, “I dont know 
whether I shall or not get better ; some- 
times I think I shall, at other times I 
think I shall not—nor am I anxious.” 
“Tf,” he said, “it was put to me to 
determine whether to live or die, I 
should not know how to do it, or what to 
say. I should refer it back again tomy 
heavenly Father, and say, Do with me 
as seemeth good in thy sight.” In 
answer to a question, “ Have you any 
dismaying apprehension as to death?” 
“Not,” he said, “as to the result. If 
know in whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep what 
[have committed to him until that day. 
Nor have I any particular fear as to the 
article of dying. I don’t know how I 
may be at the time, nor what may be 
the last struggle; but all this I can 
leave in the hand of God ; he will not 
forsake me.” Not from the spirit of 
uncharitableness he proceeded to say, 
“T have often thought, during my afflic- 
tion, what could I now do with Unita- 
rian principles; my hopes would give 
way. I feel nothing short of a divine 
Saviour, and the blood of atonement, 
can sustain and comfort me: there I 
build my hope.” Several other things 
equally striking were uttered by my 
friend. This was our last~ interview ; 
and before leaving, the family were 
gathered together, including an aged 
and pious mother, who paseedeticas 
son a few weeks only to the realms of 
glory... Part of the 14th chapter of 
John was read, and a few remarks in- 
terspersed, after which the mother, and 
son, and family, were commended ta 
the care of the Great Shepherd. We 
were all affected, we all wept together, 
but rejoiced that, by and bye, we should 
Our friend lin- 


dispensation to a very crowded 
gation from Acts viii. 2. “And t 
men carried Stephen to his burial, and _ ; 
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The West Indies in 1837; being the Journal 
ofa visitto Antiguo, Montserrat, Dominica, 
St. Lucia, Barbadoes, and Jamaica; un- 
dertaken for the purpose of ascertaining the 
actual condition of the Negro Population 
of those Islands, By JosrpH STURGE 
and THomas Harvey. Post 8vo. pp. 
485. Price 8s, 6d, 


Tus first of August eighteen hundred 
and thirty-four was among British phi- 
lanthropists a day of unprecedented joy. 
Men who had been accustomed to recite 
in each other’s ears, tales of oppression 
and grief, changed their language into 
that of congratulation. Odes were writ- 
ten ; medals were struck ; the founda- 
tions of commemorative buildings were 
laid ; public dinners were attended by 
senators and men of rank ; large congre- 
gations assembled for thanksgiving ;— 
the long expected day was come ! 
Thousands sang in ecstasy, 


“ Away with Afric’s stripes and chaius, 

Her voice is heard, redressed her pains ! 

Her wounds are closed, her wrongs are 
healed, 

Her bondage broke, her freedom sealed ! 

The mother with the babe is free,— 

Hail to the negro’s Jubilee !” 


There was some trembling, however, 
mingled with the joy. The considerate 
part of the community saw that the pro- 
posed apprenticeship was very distinct 
from freedom. They were apprehensive 
that in many cases it would be made 
an engine of tyranny ; yet they thought 
it must bring some mitigation of suffer- 
ing. Much would depend on the vigi- 
lance of the British Executive ; but that 
Executive bad their confidence. An ex- 


pectation was excited, that the Colo- 
nial legislatures generally, would see it 


to be to their advantage to adopt the 


course which Antigua had already taken, 


> 
a. 


¢ 


and emancipate the slavesat once. The 
cautious were influenced by the prevail- 
ing anticipations of the sanguine, and 


ssible, and for one day at least to 
Ige in the pleasures of hope. ; 
ithin two months, however, of this 


ermined to suspend their fears as far | neta 
: |. We shall take these gentlemen then as 
| witnesses, and cite some portion of their ~ 


inits celebration with his delighted flock 
expressed his belief that things could 
not long remain in their existing posi- 
tion. ‘“ The apprenticeship,” said he, 
“must be abolished. The apprentices, 
when well treated, have exceeded the 
most sanguine expectation of their 
friends ; but, O the crooked policy of 
their former masters! I sincerely sym- 
pathize with the governor, nor less with 
the stipendiary magistrates: they are 
literally between two fires.” Fact suc- 
ceeded fact, illustrating the correctness of 
these views. Complaint after complaint 
transpired. The opinion spread both in 
this country and the Colonies; till at 
length it became matter of discussion 
among the well-informed friends of the 
negroes, whether the change in which 
we had rejoiced, were on the whole 
productive of a larger amount of good 
or of evil,—whether the twenty millions 
so generously paid by the nation on be- 
half of these objects of compassion, had 
purchased for them a blessing ora curse! 

Underthese circumstances, theauthors 
of the volume before us determined to 
visit the West Indies, to investigate the 
whole case, and ascertain by personal 
inquiry the results of the Imperial Abo- 
lition Act. They have returned from 
their painful and dangerous undertaking, 
and they now present to the public a 
detailed account of the things which 
they have seen and heard. To all who 
have the pleasure of their acquaintance, 
their character affords, we believe, a 
sufficient pledge of their fidelity ; but 
the whole narrative furnishes internal 
| evidence of its own authenticity. It is 
so circumstantial, so unaffected, so de- 
void of any 2 ae of being highly 
wrought or coloured, that the reader is 
assured that the journalists are giving a 
correct view of their own impressions, 
and actually detailing facts. 
nuteness and artlessness of the state- 


will excite no distrust of the narrators. 


testimony in reference to the two isla ids 


y, one of the most experienced of | which form the most interesting subjects ass 
in Jamaica, who had united ' for inquiry: Antigua, where the jocal _ 
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legislature, instead of adopting the ap- 
prenticeship scheme, gave immediate 
emancipation ; and Jamaica, where the 
benevolent intentions of the British peo- 
ple have met with the most systematic 
opposition, 

Our travellers remained on the island 
of Antigua about a month. Here, 
though they found much that was dis- 
tressing in the condition of the black 
and coloured people, arising from the 
spirit which their former state of slavery 
had engendered in their employers, the 
destitute condition of many who are too 
infirm to labour, and the invalidity of 
marriages unless performed by the esta- 
blished clergy ; yet, on the whole, there 
was much to gratify them in the improy- 
ing state of the colony. : 


“« Our opportunities of personal observation 
were extensive. We availed ourselves of the 
access publicly afforded to the Legislative As- 
sembly, the Chief Criminal Court, the Police 
Offices, the places of worship, and the diffe- 
rent schools. We had also the privilege of 
free communication with the most intelligent 
and influential persons in the colony; with 
the Governor, and others high in office 3 with 
members of the council and assembly ; judges, 
barristers, and medical men, ministers of re- 
ligion, and schoolmasters, proprietors and 
Managers of estates, persons of colour, and 
lastly, the negroes themselves. There is one 
subject upon which all are agreed—that the 
great experiment of abolition has succeeded 
beyond the expectations of its most sanguine 
advocates. Some indeed affect to regard the 
future with apprehension ; but none will deny 
that the new system has hitherto worked well; 
or will hazard a declaration of preference for 
slavery. Many speak in emphatic terms, of 
the annoyances they have escaped by the 
change, and of the comparative comfort with 
which they now manage their estates, ‘The 
measure has been felt to be one of emancipa- 
tion of masters, as well as slaves, from a 
most oppressive bondage, except by such as 
clung to their authority with a tenacious 
avarice of power, and are not yet weaned 
from a love of dominion. 

~ © Tt may be asserted also, without fear of 
contradiction, that the proprietors are, in a 
pecuniary sense, far more prosperous than 
before emaricipation, notwithstanding the oc- 
currence, subseqnently, of two ‘successive _un- 
favourable seasons, and independently of the 

_ compensation they have received. The an- 

is nual cost of cultivation is believed, by the 
ost intelligent planters, to be on the average 

; fth or one-sixth less than formerly ; so 
free labour is manifestly advantageous, 


£ even the narrowest view of the sub- | 
. The general advantages, however, of 
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the change, imperfectly as they have been yet 
developed, would have more than compen- 
sated for a considerably increased expendi- 
ture. There has been an augmentation of 
the import trade of the island. Houses and 
land have risen in value. Estates are now 
worth as much as they were, with the slaves 
attached to them, before the deprivation in 
their value, in consequence of the agitation 
of the abolition question. The cultivation of 
one estate, which had been thrown up for 
twenty years, and of others which were on the 
point of being abandoned, has been resumed, 
The few sold since 1834, have been eagerly 
bought up at very high prices, The estates 
which were over populated, have largely be- 
nefited by the dismission of their superfluous 
numbers ; whilst the under peopled properties 
have profited by availing themselves of the 
labour thus thrown into the market. The 
credit of planters with their merchants is 
much improved. A purchasing as well as 
consuming population has been formed with- 
in the island itself. The negroes buy consider- 
able quantities of provision from the planta- 
tion stores, and occasionally other agricultural 
produce. The success of emancipation on the 
different estates has been, to a great extent, 
determined by the character of the managers, 
It has been most distinguished when an en- 
lightened and indulgent course has been pur- 
sued towards the people.”—p. 71. 

‘« The advantages which the labourers have 
derived from Emancipation are numerous 
and complete enough to call for devout grati- 
tude, on their behalf, from all who are inte- 
rested in the progress of human happiness. 
The eawvie of slavery still hang about them, 
as well as their masters, but they possess now 
the capacity of elevating themselves in the 
scale of being ; and they have means in their 
own power of escaping from oppression, by 
the choice of masters. A cursory observer 
might suppose there was little to distinguish 
the agricultural districts from a slave commu- 
nity, seen under favourable circumstances, 
except the absence of the vulgar symbols of 
coercive power ; but inquiry would convince | 
him that the one was aidegraded condition, 
which could at the best, by the most painful 
efforts, scarcely maintain the status quo, while 
the other contained active elements of pros- 
perity. When the change took place, the 
masters were as little acquainted with the 
respect due to the rights of their free peasan- _ 
try, as the latter with the exercise of thei 
new-born prerogatives. A combinati 
entered into to destroy competition for lab: 
by enforcing a low and uniform | 
wages. This succeeded for a time, 
soon perceived. that though 
might agree to pay ab di 
shilling a d ry (five penc 
ling), they no longer possessed th 
compelling them to pe ee a 
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equivalent of labour, This agreement, there- 
fore, is now evaded in a variety of ways, 
Some openly disregard it, others bid higher 
for the Saturday holidays of the labourers, 
aud others supersede day labour by contract 
ortask-work. For the first year, caprice was fre- 
quently manifested on the one hand, and 
a love of oppression on the other ; but in this 
the third year of freedom, the records of the 
Police Courts show that both have materially 
decreased. The planters have little cause 
now to complain of love of change, want of 
industry, or irregular attendance on the part 
of their labourers ; and the latter are less fre- 
quently annoyed by frivolous complaints 
before the magistrate. Preedom.< is ‘“‘ an ever- 
germinating principle ;” its gradual and pro- 
gressive operation rather than the amount of 
good, considerable as it is, which has hitherto 
been’ effected, marks the contrast in Antigua 
between the present and the past. 

“To appreciate fully the results of eman- 
Cipation, it is necessary to revert to the evils 
of the state it succeeded. At a distance, the 
physical sufferings of slaves from direct cruelty 
and from the,exaction of oppressive labour, 
are the most vividly realized by the imagina- 
tion; but in the presence of an enslaved 
people, the consideration of these is almost 
superseded by that of their moral degrada- 
tion. As a citizen, a slave has no existence ; 
and therefore, neither rights nor duties. As 
a private individual, he has no responsibili- 
ties, no cares for the present or the future ; 
nothing to stimulate his dormant intellectual 
energies into life, He has no filial or paren- 
tal duties. His wife and children depend 
‘not on his exertions or his love for their com- 
rt or subsistence ; they belong not to him, 
but to their owner, whose care it is to pro- 
‘vide for their animal wants. A slave has 
‘no power of self-protection, but his skill in 
lying and deception. He has no property 
mut by sufferance, and is therefore feebly im- 

essed with a sense of the rights of property 
2 1 others. He is exposed to a continual 

ystem of selfish fraud ; no one keeps faith 
1 him, and he is eee efore filled with 
ion and distrust. Labour, a great bless- 
in disguise to man, brings him no wealth, 
‘ort, or honor. Tt ‘is degraded i in his eyes 

ociations of. coercion and punishment, 
ric comfort is unknown, 
re ot _helpmeets to one another ; 
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teemed. Such is an imperfect 
the evils of slavery, As far 
can degrade man to the level of the lower 
creation, he is so animalized by slavery, that 
the most successful efforts of missionaries and 
teachers, and even of humane proprietors, can 
only palliate its inherent malignity. The Anti- 
gua negroes, as a body, are not elevated above 
the stage of moral and intellectual childhood. 
Their character is distinguished by shrewd- 
hess, by petty vice, great want of reflection, 
and above all by distrust. They are, how- 
ever, in a rapid course of improvement. They 
are gaining prudence and foresight from the 
influence of newly acquired responsibilities. 
They feel the security of their property. They 
are acquiring domestic habits. Marriages 
are more frequent. Husbands and wives 
begin to dwell together, and mothers of z 
families to withdraw from field labour to their 
household affairs,.—germs of rising character, 
which contain most encouraging promises of 
advancement.” —p, 77. 

“The state of Antigua, as regards the 
public peace, would also be erroneously in- 
ferred from an unexplained statistical com- ae 
parison of criminal calendars and police re- 
cords. There has been an apparent increase 
of offences, owing to the fact, that Emancipa- 
tion gave nearly thirty thousand citizens to 
the state ; and that the magistrate now takes 
formal cognizance of offences which previously 
were summarily punished by the master. A 
large proportion of the middle class in the 
towns, are people of color, many of whom are 
persons of intelligence, education, and true 
respectability. The standard of morals is far 
more elevated among them, as well as the 
whites, than in the other colonies, though 
still in some respects lamentably below that 
of the mother country. The Sabbath is, ee. 
however, more strictly observed than in 
England, and the attendance on public wor- = 
ship very exemplary. Although the island | f 
suffers from absenteeism, it has proportion- 
ably a more, numerous proprietary than any = 
other colony, except Barbadoes. To this cir- _ 
cumstance has been attributed, with apparent — 
justice, its adoption of the complete abolition 
of slavery, in preference to t Apprentice 
ship ; the legislatures of either islands being 
filled with attorneys, who form themsely, 
part of existing abuses, and whose inte sts” 
are wholly i identified with the main 
the eae order of things.” —p 
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transcribe the details which are given 
copiously of their labours and successes. 
For these, however, we must refer our 
readers: to the volume itself, giving 
only one general statement, which, from 
impartial witnesses, the authors being 
members of the Society of Friends, must 
be read with peculiar pleasure. 


«‘We are unable, within our allotted limits, 
even to attempt to render justice to mission- 
ary efforts in Jamaica. Representation can- 
not picture the happy results of those efforts ; 
description can convey no idea of their ex- 
cellence and magnitude. A few years ago, 
the negroes were heathen and benighted ; now 
they are, to a great extent, enlightened and 
christian. ‘The Sabbath, once desecrated, is 
now devoted to public prayer and thanksgiving, 
and to the enjoyment of christian communion. 
A few years ago, education was unknown ; 
now it is making progress under many disad- 
vantages, and waits but for freedom, to be- 
come more generally diffused than in our own 
country. The success of missionary labours 
among the servile population, has been gene- 
ral and striking; much has been done, yet 
more remains to be done, The work requires 
to be deepened, strengthened, and extended ; 
and we earnestly commend those benefactors 
of the human race, the missionaries, to the 
more earnest prayers, to the deeper sympa- 
thies, and to the yet more liberal support of 
British Christians.” p. 380. 


These gentlemen bear testimony to the 
uprightness and humanity of some resi- 
dent proprietors, some attorneys, some 
overseers, and some stipendiary magis- 
trates. But the general deportment of 
these men of authority seems to have 
been but too accurately depicted by one 
of the apprentices, when he said, “ The 
constable lock you up when him like; the 
book-keeper lock you up when him like ; 
when the busha come, they tell him, and 
he fasten you in the dark hole better ; 
when the magistrate come on the proper- 
ty, they bring youbefore him, and he know 
all about you before you come ; if you 
offer to speak for yourself, he hold his 
finger and say, ‘not a word.’” Nume- 
rous illustrations are given of the diver- 
sified ways in which those provisions of 


the Abolition Act which were intended | 


to relieve the negroes are evaded, and 
alterations which were never contem- 
plated, have brought upon them new 
sorrows. The aged, the little children, 
_and especially the women who have in- 


fants, appear to be the greatest, though 


not the only sufferers. We can on 


I é : 'Y | a million of lashes, and fifty tho : 
afford space for a small portion of the aur chainte 
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chapter on the Results of the Appren~ 
ticeship in Jamaica. 


“Tf the Abolition Act possessed a single 
feature which tended more than another to 
reconcile the nation to the costly sacrifice of 
twenty millions, it was the advantages it ap- 
peared to confer on the weaker sex, whom it 
professed, by exempting them from degrading 
punishment, to elevate at least one step to- 
wards that position which reason and huma- 
nity require that they should occupy. Widely 
different, however, is the law enacted by the 
Imperial legislature, from the same law as 
carried into effect by the executive govern- 
ment, and by which the oppression and de- 
gradation of females are sanctioned and 
aggravated. The Imperial act (c. vi.) ex- 
pressly interdicts the flogging of females ; yet 
the present volume contains proof, in addition 
to much that has already come before the 
public from other sources, that females have 
been, and still are, flogged upon the treadmill, 
and that the treadmill itself is an instrument 
of torture. They are publicly worked in the 
penal gang, chained to each other, and with 
iron collars on their necks ; besides being lia- 
ble to the punishment of ‘solitary confinement 
with an insufficient diet, and to mulcts of time, 
by which they are deprived of the means of 
providing food for themselves and their chil- 
dren. All these punishments, women in a 
state of pregnancy, and others with infants at 
the breast, endure in their full proportion,’ 
p. 364. 


«The practice on the part of the owners 
and overseers of punishing negroes by con- 
finement at their own caprice, without any 
previous or subsequent reference to the Spe- 
cial Magistrate, is general in every part of the 
island, The planters have also perpetuated 
their irresponsible authority, by the exercise 
of indirect powers of coercion, in withholding 
the slave allowances ; destroying the goats, 
poultry, and hogs of the apprentices ; pulling 
down their houses ; taking away the watch- 
men from the provision-grounds, and suffering 
them to be destroyed by the trespass of cattle ; 
taking away the field-cooks ; locking up the 
sick in the hospitals ; and other acts of cruel- 
ty and oppression, against which the appren- 
tices have no protection, The amount of 
suffering and punishment inflicted in these 
modes, is placed on no record, reported to 
no authority, but it is not, therefore, less 
keenly felt. It affords us little satisfaction to 
turn from illegal to legal oppression. A limited 
and imperfect idea of the amount of punish- ~ 
ment inflicted by the Special Magistrates, m ay 
be learned from the fact, that during the re 
two years of their administration in the colo- 
ny, sixty thousand apprentices were punished 
to an extent, in the aggregate, of a quarter of 


punishments, by the treadmill, chain ¢ 
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solitary confinement, and mulcts of time. 
We would repeat here the remark, that we 
have neither the power nor the wish to insti- 
tute a comparison between the present and 
former system. To do this would require an 
unenviable faculty of imagination, or a per- 
sonal acquaintance with slavery, during which, 
the mind should have become familiar, with- 
out becoming reconciled with its scenes of vio- 
lence and wretchedness. We are not, there- 
fore, in a condition to state how much the 
negro has gained by the substitution of the 
Special Magistrate for the negro driver, and 
of the discipline of the parish workhouse for 
the stocks and bilboes of the plantation ; but 
we can and do assert, that the new system is 
efficient for the purposes of perpetuating the 
enslaving influence of terror, and rendering 
owners and overseers independent of the law 
of kindness and justice. Many of the tread- 
mills, as we have shown, are instruments, not 
of punishment, but of torture. From their 
construction, they are not capable of their 
legitimate object, the enforcement of a species 
of severe labour, The prisoners are put upon 
them for one or two short spells in the day, for 
the scle purposes of torture, and to diversify the 
the horrors of the dark cell and the chain-gang. 
Another feature of the workhouse discipline, 
is its demoralizing tendency, which 1s as 
complete as if it had been devised for the pur- 
pose. The prisoners of both sexes, of all 
ages, and for all offences, are thrown together 
indiscriminately. At night, the males are 
crowded into one sleeping-room, and the fe- 
males into another, their security being some- 
times ensured by shackles. Of the temporary 
inmates of the workhouses, thus associated to- 
gether, besides young persons of both sexes, 
a fair proportion are members of churches, 
individuals of irreproachable conversation, 
who are sent for offences occasioned by acci- 
dent, inability, or sickness, or for those of a 
fictitious and inconstructive nature, which, if 
true, fix no stain on their moral character, 
though they are thus visited by punishments, 
implying the deepest moral degradation.” 
p. 367. 


This volume corroborates a persuasion, 
derived from other sources, that the time 
is come, when it is the duty of the 
British public to call for the immediate 
abolition of the apprenticeship. We 

are not unacquainted with the arguments 
against this course which are urged by 
some hearty and tried friends of the 

-bondsmen. We are not insensible to 
the ery of dishonesty and breach of faith 
which will be raised by the avaricious 

colonists. The men who resisted for- 
merly every attempt to abolish or miti- 
gate slavery, will now proclaim their de- 
termination to adhere to the apprentice- 

i cit gaesesl call upon 

to maintain inviolate the solemn com- 


the legislature | 


pact which was ratified four years ago. 
To all such appeals, however, three con- 
siderations furnish a complete answer. 

1. This compact, if made at all, was 
made without the consent of the party 
most interested, the party for whose 
welfare it was ostensibly designed. The 
negro never agreed to the apprenticeship, 
is not bound by its requirements. He 
has an indefeasable right to the use of 
his limbs, and the liberty of his person, 
which no acts of a-British legislature, or 
of his British friends, could take away. 

2. To this compact, the friends of the 
slaves were not parties; they protested 
against the apprenticeship system at the 
time; they shortened its duration as 
much as they could; and divided the 
House of Commons in a vain attempt to 
shorten it yet more. When the British 
public desisted from the struggle, ex- 
hausted with long continued efforts, its 
acquiescence in the plan was not active: 
at most it was but silent, passive, and 
compulsory. 

3. The compact has been broken by 
the colonists, and is thereby void. They 
have not fulfilled the stipulations to 
which they were bound, and cannot now 
fulfil them. They can no more claim 
the remainder of the payment, than the 
vender of a perishable article could claim 
full payment for his commodity, if he 
had failed to deliver it to the purchaser 
at the stipulated time. Deeds have been 
perpetrated which cannot be undone. 
Hours and days have been fraudulently 
taken away which cannot be recalled. 
Blood has been spilt which cannot be 
gathered up again. Many have sunk 
through hardship, and descended pre- 
maturely to the grave, whose lives cannot 
be restored. It is too late now to talk 
of the contract ; it cannot be fulfilled 
either to the living or the dead. The ap- 
prenticeship has been tried, and has 
proved a failure ; now let Britain deter- 
mine that the oppressed shall actually go 
free. 


A New Version of the Book of Job, with Ex- 
pository Notes, and an Introduction on the 
Spirit, Composition, and Author of the Book, 
by D,F. W. C. Umbreit, D.D., translated 
from the German by the Rev. J. H. Gray, 
M.A. Two Vols., being Vols. XVI. and 
XIX. of the Biblical Cabinet. Price 12s. 

The Book of the Patriarch Job, translated 
from the original Hebrew, by Samuel Lee, 
D.D. One Vol., p. 555. Price 12s. 
Tux Book of Job is in various vespects 

the most extraordinary composition of 


a 


16 


any age or country. 


tions for the labours and researches of 


the learned, and has not failed to draw | 


from them opinions exceedingly various 
and discordant. Concerning the age, 
the author, the nature, the design, and 
other circumstances belonging to it, they 
differ ; but they all unite in ascribing to 
it an unrivalled degree of excellence. 

No question can be more interesting 
than that of the age to which this book 
ought tobe assigned. Inacatalogue of the 
canon of the Old Testament, drawn up 
by Melito, Bishop of Sardis, near the 
end of the second century, the first 
catalogue given by any Christian writer, 
the Book of Job occurs. It is cited by 
Philo, who was contemporary with the 
apostles. Long before this it was trans- 
lated into Greek, together with the rest 
of the Hagiographa, by the Jews of 
Alexandria. The name is mentioned by 
Ezekiel ; and some expressions occur in 
the Proverbs, and the older books of 
the Scriptures, which are to be found in 
this book. This contains the whole of 
its historical evidence. The most com- 
mon opinion is, that it is the oldest 
book in the Jewish canon ; at least, as 
old as the writings of Moses. Many 
ascribe to it a pre-Mosaic origin, placing 
it at the time which begins with Peleg 
and ends with Isaac; i. e., at that period 
of time when men lived rather more 
than two hundred years after their first 
children were born to them. Others 
have placed it among the most recent 
books of the Old Testament, and con- 
tend that it was not written until after 
the restoration of the Jews from the 
Babylonish captivity. Whilst others 
have assigned to it some intermediate 
period, 

Umbreit ascribes to it the age of the 
exile of Babylon. “The most simple 
explanation of its origin,” he says, “is 
to suppose our sage to have been the 
companion of those suffering servants of 
God, whose sorrows are so beautifully 
shadowed forth in the prophetic strains 
of Isaiah. A pious Israelite in the land 
of the enemy, mourning under the wil- 
lows of the Euphrates, on which™he 
hung the harp of his native minstrelsy, 
feels in his manly bosom all the agony 
of unmerited affliction. But he belon 
not to the class of those who, like David 
and Asaph, can breathe forth their sor- 
rows in soft elegiaec measure ; and still 


, 
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It is also one of | less does he resemble that highest and 
the most difficult books in the Hebrew | 
Bible; hence it has had peculiar attrac- | 


holiest One of all, who, in mute submis- 
sion, opened not his mouth, except in 
order to pray for his persecutors. The 
feelings of his severe and lofty mind 
find more natural utterance in the strains 
of philosophic poetry, wherein he per- 
petuates his patriotic grief.” In ac- 
cordance with this opinion, he supposes 
that “the name of our minstrel sage has 
perished in the oblivion of antiquity ; 
but his brilliant genius, like a star of the 
first magnitude, points from the shades 
to that Almighty brightness, which 
spreads over all worlds the eternal light 
of divine love.” 

Among those commentators who as- 
cribe to the Book of Job a recent origin, 
may be mentioned the names of War- 
burton, Heath, De Wette, Rosenmiuller, 
with a whole host of infidel German 
Neologists. They rest their opinions 
very much on a few peculiarities of ex- 
pression, apparently of Chaldee or Ara- 
bic character ; from which peculiarities, 
be it remembered, some of the most 
profound oriental scholars, among whom 
are Schultens, Michaelis, and Kennicott, 
have inferred the remote antiquity of 
the book. 

Dr. Lee assigns many reasons for con- 
cluding that Job was born about the 
time of Jacob’s third son, Levi. As a 
general corroboration of his argument, 
but without fixing the period at precisely 
the same date, we have only to suppose 
that Job attained the ordinary age of his 
contemporaries. It appears from Job 
xlii. 16, that he lived after his severe 
trial one hundred and forty years. From 
Gen. xi. 12—26, it appears that the 
young men in the patriarchal times, 
from Shem to Terah, the father of Abra- 
ham, began to marry, or to have their 
first children born to them, at about 
thirty-two years of age. Let us suppose 
this to have been the case with Job. 
It appears, then, from Job i. 4, that his 


|sons, at the time when his afflictions 


}age of two hundred and two. 


came upon him,were old enough to 
have households. Let us suppose that 
his eldest son might have been at this 
particular time about thirty years old. 
been in his sixty-second year when 
afflictions began. But he is said to h 
lived one hundred and forty years 

this. He must have attai 


Job, under these premises, would have 


attained, then, ‘the 
” And this 
was about the age ca 200 to 240) to 
which men gen rally lived, from the 
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time of Peleg, in whose time the life of 
man began to be shortened, to the time 
of Jacob.* 

If this probability be founded on truth, 
then what a noble depository of patri- 
archal religion does not this sacred book 
contain! It is precisely the work which 
completes the dispensations of God to 
man. It shows us what truths were be- 
lieved in the earliest ages of the world, 
before the law of Moses and the gospel 
of Christ. And hence we learn that the 
Yeligion of fallen. man bas been substan- 
tially the same from the beginning ; that 
it is a revelation of hope through a 
Mediator, at first obscurely intimated, 
afterwards slowly, but gradually deve- 
loped, then more distinctly typified in 
the Mosaic law, and at length clearly and 
fully brought to light under the gospel. 

We regard both of these works as va- 
luable accessions to biblical literature, 
Umbreit’s version, or rather, Gray’s 
translation of it, is by far the most free 
and elegant. #e adheres closely to the 
original, and by his adoption of short 
and genuine English words, has attained 
a dignified simplicity which is at once 
pleasing and forcible. Both works dis- 
cover considerable philological research. 
Scarcely an important word, certainly 
not a difficult phrase, is passed by with- 
out evincing the erudition of the trans- 
lators. Both have drawn liberally from 
their stores of Arabic learning. Particu- 
larly Dr. Lee, whose notes bear ample 
testimony to the importance of the stu- 
dy of Arabic to every one who would be 
thoroughly conversant with the Hebrew 
scriptures. “The meagre system of 
German divinity, which tends to rob 
the Christian of his hope, by depriving 
the Scriptures of all their comfort and of 


half their beauty,” has had its influence 


on Umbreit’s version; though, as his 
translator justly observes, ““He is less 
offensively imbued with it than many of 
his contemporaries.” Dr. Lee, on the 
contrary, too often finds a truth pecu- 
liarly evangelical in some expressions 
and allusions, where a more sober and 
judicious theologian would pause. He 
takes frequent occasions of exhibiting in 
its proper light the meagre, false, and 
miserable neology, to which so many of 
the Continental scholars are attached. 


‘Did our space allow, we might enrich 


our pages with some quotations; but 
this we deem needless, as we trust 


“a 


that those of our readers who cultivate 
Biblical literature, will procure the work 
for themselves. In the mean time, let 
them reeeive the candid testimony of 
this eminent philologist. 

‘In Germany, therefore, where we find 
much to admire and to venerate, we also find 
much, very much, to deplore. A never-end- 
ing desire for something new is on the alert, 
which alone, were there no shallow and mis- 
chievous principles already adopted, could 
not but be ruinous to every inquiry after re- 
vealed truth, Under the influence of these 
principles, it can avail but little what their 
philology is ; for a system being previously 
determined upon, which will necessarily ride 
over all subordinate consideration of this 
sort, conjecture alone—in other words, human 
ingenuity—will supply both root and branch, 
and these necessarily of a piece with the 
theory previously received and set up as ar- 
biter.” 

The introduction, which consists of 
one fifth part of the work, is exceedingly 
valuable, and contains essays on the 
question whether Job was a real person 
or not? — The objections of Bishop 
Warburton and others, to the strictly 
historical character of the book of Job 
examined.—On the questions, Where, 
and at what period did Job live? —On 
the question, as to Who committed this 
book to writing?—On the language, 
usages, and general contents of the book 
of Job,—On the doctrines found in this 
book.—On the quotations, &c., found 
in this book, as made from former reve- 
lations, or pointing to them respectively ; 
and also on those found in subsequent 
Scriptures, as taken from this book, or 
alluding to it—On the translation and 
interpretation of Scripture generally, and 
of this book in particular, as adopted in 
this work.—And, on the scope and ob- 
ject of this book. ; Fe 
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It is an active, busy, exciting age in _ 


which our lot is cast, and we need to be-— 


very careful that piety is not lost inthe 
prevailing bustle. Amidst the secular 
occupations which demand the attention 
of the most numerous classes, and t 

calls to benevolent exertion which are 
heard on every side, there is danger of 


our losing that devout and humble spi-— 


rit, without which we can neither please 
Christ, nor ys netanp service in his 
fue hi i. D 
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kingdom. However inviting to our pa- 
triotism and philanthropy the opportuni- 
ties for public usefulness which now mul- 
tiply to Christians of talent, in every rank 
of society, it becomes us to remember 
that he who does not refresh himself 
frequently by meditation and solitary 
prayer, will soon flag in his active la- 
bours ; that the purest and most effectual 
motives will cease to operate on his 
heart; that his work will be performed 
mechanically, if it be not discontinued ; 
and that the Divine Spirit, being grieved, 
will probably withdraw his aid and his 
blessing. 

Publications adapted to assist in self- 
examination, and private worship, are 
not perhaps in great request, yet such 
works are greatly needed. How often 
has the Christian found, when he has en- 
tered into his closet, and shut the door, 
that he has brought with him a state of 
mind quite unsuited to the business for 
which he retired! Having but just step- 
ped on shore after a rough voyage, 
though his feet are on the land he still 
feels the motion of the vessel. The time 
he can appropriate to seclusion is, per- 
haps, painfully limited, and, alas! it ter- 
minates before he has gained the frame 
of mind requisite for its enjoyment. 

It is with pleasure, therefore, that we 
introduce to our readers a volume pecu- 
liarly adapted to closet use, which may 
be taken up with great advantage to 
soothe a perturbed spirit, and direct the 
thoughts into a devout channel. The 
poetic pieces of which it consists are so 
diversified in character, that scarcely any 
thing can be said of them in common 
but this, that they all bear indubitable 
evidence of havyine proceeded from a 
highly cultivated mind, and a thoroughly 
evangelized heart. Some few of them 
will become popular in public worship, 
but the majority are intended merely for 
private use. In solitude, they will be 
the means of imparting holy serenity to 
many a bosom, and cheering the hours 
of many a sufferer confined from public 
ordinances. 

About sixty of these pieces are found- 
ed on inspired Psalms, and on these the 
author has apparently expended most 
time and labour. It is evident that the 
Psalms are, with him, a favourite -por- 
tion of the sacred volume ; and he has 
often succeeded admirably in catching 
the spirit of an inspired ode, so as to 


illustrate the connexion of its various. 


parts, and exhibit its general scope very 
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clearly. - Were it not for the irregularity 
of his metres, the congregational use of 
many of these compositions would be 
desirable. The eighty-seventh Psalm, 
entitled, “Sion glorious,” may be taken 
as a specimen: 


Lo! founded by Almighty hands, 
Amid the holy mountains Sion stands, 
Jehovah’s own abode ;— 
The sacred courts where more He loves to 
dwell, 
Than in thy goodliest cities, Israel. 
What glories wait thee, City of our God! 


Hereafter, at thy sacred seat, 
The Egyptian shall the proud Chaldean meet ; 
With gifts shall hither come: 
And swarthy Cush, and Tyre, and Palestine, 
Shall crowd thy gates, and call their children 
thine, 
And boast of Sion as their native home. 


Jehovah shall approve their claim, 
And register full many a Gentile name 
Among the chosen race. 
Nations unborn shall join the choral throng, 
And swell the hallelujah’s ceaseless song, 
Thou well-spring of my joy! thou holy, 
happy place! 


The forty-fifth psalm contains some 
beautiful passages respecting the King 
of Sion. 


«* My heart is labouring with a glorious theme : 
My song isof The King, My tongue doth teem 
With glowing thoughts, which it would fain 
disclose, 
As language from the practised writer flows : 
In that countenance benign, 
Beauties more than human shine : 
Gracious words those lips dispense, 
Dropping sweetest eloquence ; 
For Jehovah on thy head 
Hath eternal blessings shed. 


Arise, gird on thy sword, 
O Thou most mighty Lord ! 
Put on thy panoply of light, 
And in thy majesty 
Ride forth triumphantly, 
Thy chariot Truth, the meek and poor 
to right. 


Let Thy right hand spread terror all before, 

That nations may fall prostrate and adore. 

O let them know, who dare Thy reign op- 
pose, 


| How sharp the arrows that subdue Thy foes. 


Eternal is Thy Throne, 0 God! — ¢ 

Eternal justice is thy kingly rod. = 
Beloved of Thee, the righteous meet reward, __ 
Nor less by Thee, the wicked are abhorred. 
Therefore, O Christ, on Thine exalted head, 
Jehovah hath the royal unction’shed, 


ts 
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Above thy peers ; and unto Thee 
Shall every creature bow the knee, 


All Thy robes around Thee shed 
Richest odours sweetly blended, 
When, from ivory halls, attended 
By joyful choirs, thy pomp is led. 
Amid the virgin train are seen 
Daughters of kings, and many a royal maid ; 
While at Thy right hand, gloriously arrayed 
In gold of Ophir, stands the Queen. 


Hearken, O daughter! see thy King draw 
near 
And to His accents bow thy willing ear. 
Thy native land remote no more regret, 
But in His love thy father’s house forget : 
So in thy beauty shall the King delight ; 
Thy Lord, who claims thy homage as His 
right. 
The rich with gifts thy favour shall entreat, 
And Tyre shall pour her treasures at thy 
feet. 
How fair, in bridal glory drest, 
The Queen—of woven gold her vest, 
Her flowing robe of purple dye 
Enwrought with Phrygian. broidery. 
Now is she led, O King, to Thee, 
With all her virgin company : 
With sounds of joy and nuptial song, 
The glad procession moves along ; 
And to the royal courts they bring 
The spotless Consort of the King, 
Sons to their fathers shall succeed ; 
Princes of earth shall be thy seed ; 
Thy name remotest times adore ; 
Thy praise endure for ever more. 


Mr. Conder is more partial to Sonnets 
than some of-his readers willbe. In his. 


twelve sonnets on the Cross, and ten on |_ — 


the Apocalypse he has, however, con- 
densed much thought. For the sake 
of the subject we will quote one, en- 
titled, 


THE MONTHLY PRAYER-MEETING FOR 


MISSIONS. 
Come to the house of prayer. It is the 
night 
When by a compact sweeter than com- 
mand, : 
Their mutual prayers, throughout this happy 
land, 


The scattered family of Christ unite. 
Nor here alone observe the simple rite, 

In western climes prolonged, by many a 

band : 

In busy town, lone wild, or coral strand :— 
Where’er the Gospel shines, a beacon light. 
Taught by one Spirit, all their prayers agree. 

This night the self-exiled for Christ can 

dare F 
Dwell on dear friends he ne’er again may 
= sec: : 


we 
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The thought is balm, that on their hearts 
they bear 
His name while blending thus in harmony 
The vows of faith. Come to the house of 
prayer. » 


But, the hymns, in which ‘the author 
has confined himself to regular Iambiecs 
and Trochees, in lines of uniform 
length, will be the most generally pleas- 
ing and useful. Six, on what is called 
“the Lord’s Prayer,” are very excellent. 
This is one :— 


Thou from whom all being sprang, 
Thou on whom all creatures hang, 
Thine eternal will must be 
Nature’s moral harmony. 


That all-perfect law maintains 
Holy bliss, where’er it reigns ; 
Happy all who so fulfil 

Willingly, their Maker’s will ! 


By what dire mysterious force, 
Swerving from their proper course, 
Did created wills begin 

Discord, misery, and sin ? 


There are regions near thy throne 
Where all evil is unknown. 
Angels who excel in might 

Find thy service pure delight. 


All those glorious hosts above 
Do thy word on wings of love. 
Fach in his assigned employ, 
Finds a plenitude of joy. 


Father of eternal grace, 

Thou hast loved man’s rebel race. 

Let thy will, through Christ, thy Son, 
As in heaven, on earth be done. 


There in vain Thy law is known, 
Heard in thunder, graved on stone. 
By Thy grace Thy will impart : 
Write thy law on every heart. 

_ Let thy reconciling word 
By all tribes of men be heard. 
Give the new creation birth : 
Let Thy will be done on earth. 

0 


We must confine ourselves to “ne 
other specimen. 
ANSWER TO PRAYER. = 


“* Neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by 


prophets.”—1 Sam, xxviii, 6. 


O God, who didst thy will unfold ‘a 
In wondrous modes to saints of old, 

By dream, by oracle, or seer ; 

Wilt Thou not still Thy people hear? 
What though no answering voice is heard ? 
Thine Oracles, the written word, 

Counsel and guidance still impart 
Responsive to the upright heart. 
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What though no more by dreams is shown, 
That future things to God are known ? 
Enough the promises reveal : 

Wisdom and love the rest conceal. 


Faith asks no signal from the skies, 

To show that prayers accepted rise : 
Our Priest is in the Holy Place, 

And answers from the Throne of Grace. 


No need of prophets to inquire : 
The Sun is risen ; the stars retire. 
The Comforter is come, and sheds 
His holy unction on our heads, 


Lord! with this grace our hearts inspire : 
Answer our sacrifice by fire ; 


And by thy mighty acts declare, 
Thou art the God who hearest prayer. 


Mr. Conder has conferred a benefit on 
the community, by the publication of this 
volume. We hope that he will persevere 
in this department of labour. The writ- 
ings of Isaiah and other Hebrew pro- 
phets, containing predictions, the fulfil- 
ment of which the Christian Church is 
now bound to celebrate, would furnish 
him with themes less commonly at- 
tempted than the Psalms, and on that 
account more impressive. It would be 
an acceptable gift, if he would present 
us also with a small volume composed 
expressly for prayer-meetings. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The Anabaptists of the sixteenth century, and 
the Baptists of the nineteenth century ; con- 
taining a chronological account of the Origin, 
Principles, and Practice of the latter ; and 
showing, that the first British Christians for 
Jive hundred years were Baptists ; that Infant 
Baptism originated at the same time as many 
other corruptions in the Romish Church ; that 
Immersion was the mode of Baptism imme- 
diately, and for more than thirteen hundred 
years subsequent to the Apostles’ time, and 
always has been, and is still, the prescribed 
manner of administering the Ordinance in the 
Protestant Estublished Church of England. 
Third Edition, By W.T. BEEBY. 1837. 
12mo, pp. 48. Price sixpence. 


Though this is but a little book, it contains 
more information thau mauy large ones. It 
was written at Calcutta for gratuitous circula- 
tion, and in that city the two former editions 
were printed ; but the author has been very 
properly advised to transplant it into his native 
- soil, the climate of which we have no doubt 
it will bear very well, We know of nothing 
of the same size equally suitable to be put 
into the hands of an inquirer, who has been 
perplexed with misrepresentations of the his- 
tory of the Baptists, or who wishes for more 
information respecting the ordinance of bap- 
tism than he can find in the common version 
of the New Testament. There is one un- 
happy erratum for correction in future editions : 
in page 19, the word circwmcision is printed 
instead of immerston, in Calyin’s sentence 
“ The word | baptize signifies to immerse ; and 


the rite of 7 immersion was one ie by the an- 


cient Church,” 


"Tairus ; or, The Home Missionary. 
tive of Facts. By the Rev. Jonn Youne, 
London ; 1837. Foolseap 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


‘The author tells us that ‘the facts ad- 


A Narva- 


we can recommend it to others ; it will, | 


duced in this volume have not been collected 
to gratify curiosity, but to illustrate the power 
and riches of Divine grace ; to show the trans- 
forming influence of the gospel ; to warn the 
young against some of the evils which may 
assail them ; to point out the existing and es- 
sential difference between conversion and con- 
viction ; to encourage those who are employed 
by the Great Head of the Church in preach 
ing the word of life to persevere in their 
“work of faith and labour of love ;’ and es- 
pecially to urge on the attention of those who 


have in any degree felt the power of religion, _ 


the importance of a copious effusion of divine 
influence on the barren soil of the moral wil- 
derness, in order to its appearing ‘‘ as the gar- 
den of the Lord.” He has attempted this, 
by giving the history of a youth brought up in 
an irreligious family, who, passing through a 
variety mf mental exercises, became first an 
itinerant, and then a settled preacher of the 
gospel. The style adopted is that which is 
usually appropriated to works of fiction ; but 
as the author calls his performance a narra- 
tive of facts, we presume that the incidents 
recorded really took place. The decorati 

part must, however, be in great measure ima- 
ginary, unless our supposition be correct, that 


oa hero of the tale is himself the writer. : 


Praise: or, The Sindee Scholar’s , Incense. 
Written and composed by BENJ, F. FLINT, 
Arranged for two Violins, Flute, and Vio- 
loncello, with a separate Accompaniment for _ 
the Organ or Piano Forte, by gee: 

BRIDGE, Price sixpence. aa, 


%-< 


The raisers: of Sabbath-schools w find 
this an acceptable addition to the number of 


hymns and tunes adapted for anniversary scr- 


vices. Having heard it on such an occasio. 


eh OAP hee e 


\ 
~ 
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ever, be better suited to the compass of juvenile 
voices, if sung in B than in C, as it is writ- 
ten. There is an edition ona card, contain- 
ing the air and bass of the tune, price two- 
pence ; and an cdition of the hymn alone, 
price one shilling and sixpence per hundred, 
The author is, we believe, a son of the highly 
respected minister of thisname who died some 
years ago at Weymouth, 


Official Responsibility affirmed and enforced, in 
a Letter to Sir George Grey, Bart. M. P., 
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, on 
the Administration of the Act for the Aboli- 
tion of British Colonial Slavery. By JOHN 
Birt, Member of the Committee of the 
Manchester and Salford Anti-slavery So- 
ciety. 1837. 8vo. pp. 16. 


A solemn expostulation with the Under 
Secretary for the Colonies, for his neglect of 
duty towards the oppressed apprentices, and 
connivance at the injustice and cruelty with 
which they are treated. Mr. Birt urges for- 
cibly the obligation on the heads of the Colo- 
nial Office to take care that the compact shall 
be fulfilled on the part of the planter, which 
has been strictly fulfilled on the part of the 
British nation, by the payment of twenty 
millions sterling. May they hearken, and 
rouse themselves to perform justice! In pro- 
portion to our attachmentto the present govern- 
ment, is our solicitude that it may speedily re- 


lieve itself from the disgrace and guilt with | 


which, in relation to this subject, it appears 
to be chargeable ; lest He who is higher than 
the highest, who sees the oppressions that are 
done under the sun, should say, in his provi- 
dence, to our friends in office, ‘*‘ Give an ac- 
count of your stewardship, for ye may be no 
longer stewards,” 


A Funeral Sermon on the death of the Rev. 

~ Isaiah Birt, delivered at Mare Street, 
Chapel, Hackney, Nov. 12th, 1837. By 
the Rev.\F. A. Cox, D.D., L.L.D. Price 
threepence. : 


This discourse constitutes the twentieth 
number of the Pastoral Echo, a small periodi- 
cal-which has this excellence, that the ser- 
mons it furnishes are revised by the respec- 
tive preachers. The text is, ‘* Having a 
desire to depart ;’’? and Dr. Cox defines the 
nature of this desire, accounts for its exis- 


~ tence, and illustrates its operations, with his 


ee 


usual ability. 


The Sunday Scholar’s Annual, and Parent’s 
Offering, for 1837. Edited by the Rev. 
J, Burns. Price 1s, : 


“ All the articles are original,” we are 
told in the preface, ‘ and have been contri- 


buted expressly for this work.” It is a 
pretty little book and remarkably cheap. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


_ 


In the press, 


An Essay on the Nature and Perpetuity of 
the office of a Primitive Evangelist, by the 
Rev. D. Douglas, of Hamsterley. 


The Life, Journal, and Correspondence of 
William Wilberforce. By his Sons. 4 vols. 
post 8vo- 


A Demonstration of the Truth of Chris- 
tianity. By the Rev. Alex. Keith, D.D. 
Minister of St. Cyrus. 1 vol. 12mo. with 
plates, London: Longman, Orme, and Co. 


Lectures on the Epistle to the Romans, by 
Thomas Chalmers, D. D., vol. i., 8vo cloth. 
Collins, Glasgow. 


Proverbial Philosophy ; a book of 
Thoughts and Arguments, originally treated. 
By Martin Farquhar Tupper, Esq. 

Utopia, or, the Happy Republic ; a Philo- 
sophical Romance, by Sir Thomas More, 
To which is added, The New Atlantis, by 
Lord Bacon..-Edited by J. A. St. John. 
Esq. 


Just published, 


A Synopsis of Chronology from the Era of 
Creation, according to the Septuagint, to the 
year 1837, With a Discourse on the Astro- 
nomical Principles of the Scriptural Times ; 
showing that they comprehend a complex 
harmony of deeply scientific order and ar- 
rangement ; demonstrating their exact truth, 
and evincing that their author is the Omni- 
scient Creator. By William Cuninghame, 
Esq. of Lainshaw, in the County of Ayre. 


Universal Mythology ; an account of the 
most important Mythological Systems, and 
an Inquiry into their Origin and Connexion, 
with Considerations on the Koran and 
Talmud. By the Rev. H. Christmas, St. 
John’s College, Cambridge. John W. Parker, 
Publisher, West Strand. 3 


The Widow of Nain; the Daughter of 
Jairus ; Irad and Adah; and other Poetical 
works of the Rev. Thomas Dale, M.A. now 
first collected. Flscp. 8vo. 9s, cloth. 


The Educational Magazine, and Journal of 
Scholastic Literature. New Series. No. 1. 
Edited by William Martin, Author of the 
“ Intellectual Calculator,” “ Christian 
Lacon,” &c. On the Ist of January. 
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HOLLAND. 
PERSECUTION OF DISSENTERS. 

Tue following painfully-interesting intel- 
ligence is translated from recent numbers of 
the Archives du Christianisme, a respectable 
periodical published in Paris :— 

The persecution which the Dutch govern- 
ment has for some time carried on, against 
Christians who assemble for worship out of 
the national church, has assumed so violent 
a character, that. we must consider it as one 
of the most lamentable attacks on liberty of 
conscience which it has yet been our duty 
to record. The authorities of the country 
which was the chief refuge from the dra- 
gooning invented by Louis XIV., appear, 
after the lapse of a century and a half, to 
have restored, and appropriated to their 
own use, the system of the author of the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes. It is 
by quartering twenty, thirty, or fifty soldiers 
on those who are accustomed to hold reli- 
gious meetings in their houses, or to assist 
at them; by imposing fines on them, for the 
payment of which their goods and furniture 
are sold by auction; by throwing them into 
prison, and conniving at riots against them, 
that they hope to establish in Holland that 
unity, which appears to haye become the 
dream of certain Protestant governments, 
as it has always been that of Rome. We 
can only oppose such fatal measures, by 
giving them publicity; but, at least, this 
publicity shall be extended and complete. 
To testify thus our Christian sympathy for 
the sufferings of the descendants of the 
generous men who formerly succoured our 
fathers in the days of their exile, to provoke 
the indignation of all those who bear the 
name of Protestants, against a formalism 


which clothes itself with the tinsel of the. 


fanaticism of former times; to excite to 
prayer for fellow-Christians, upon whom in- 
cessant war is carried on; and, if necessary, 
to prepare measures which circumstances of 


aM application of the principles of religious 
ibe 


| first attributed it to the wind; but tl 


It was for permitting dissenting worship 
to be held in his house, on the 18th of De- 
cember, that Mr. Smitt, of Osterlwode. re- 
ceived on the same evening an order to 
lodge, for four days, a detachment composed 
of an officer, four inferior officers, and 
twenty-six soldiers; a vexation of which he 
has in vain complained to the king. In- 
stances of this kind are continually occur- 
ring. The dissenters of Friesland have 
already paid 9,140 francs as fines, and they 
owe besides 4,900. Those of southern 
Holland and Low Guelderland have payed 
in fines and law-suits 12,597 francs. Some 
of them are still in prison. Notwithstanding 
these persecutions, the number of dissenting 
churches in Holland amounts at the present 
time to nearly two hundred. To these ge- 
neral facts we will add some of a more - 
detailed nature, which we extract from 
numbers 6, 7, and 8 of the monthly journal, 

‘“« The Reformation,” which is published at 
Amsterdam. 

. March 26, Mr. G. Pellikaan was seized 
by gendarmes, and conducted bound to 
Woudrickem, in Northern Brabant. Two 
days after, Mr. J. Van Ryswyk was treated 
in the same manner. The pretext, in the 
first case, was that he had read a sermon 
and prayed at a religious meeting; the se- 
cond was compelled to share his fate, be- 
cause the meeting was held in his house.’ 
After spending some days in the prison of 
Woudrickem, they were conveyed to Bois 
le Duc, handeuffed and chained together 
like criminals. Here they were thrown into 
a crowded prison. Mr. Van Ryswyk has 
been restored to liberty, in consequence of | 
the fines to which he was sentenced having 
been paid for him. His companion is still 
detained. ; ‘ 

Amsterdam, Sunday, April 16. Towards — 
evening, a mob assembled before the house _ 
of one of the members of the church. 
They burst open the door, broke the win- 
dows, and ill-treated his wife, who is near 
her confinement, The police, however, did 
not attempt to protect him, — Sy FAS 

Kesteren, near Khenen. On the evening of 
the 29th of March, a meeting was held in 
the house of Mr. A. de Weert. The w 
ship had not been interrupted, alth 
had heard a tumult before th 
Hearing a great noise on the roof, 


A 


— 
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- compelled to yield to force.” 


selves before the house. 
-o’clock nothing occurred; but from five to 
eleven the people were again in a state of 
excitement, without the soldiers endeavour- 
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Last Easter, the pastor Brummelkamp 
visited a church on the frontiers of Russia. 
He stayed at the house of Mr. Haastert, 
pastor of the reformed church of Werther- 
bruch, in the Prussian territory. On the 
imvitation of the latter, Mr. Brummelkamp 
twice officiated for him. The Christians of 
Holland, being informed of this, came in 
great numbers to the place, where, by the 
hospitality of this foreign minister, they 
were enabled to attend the preaching of the 
gospel without disturbance or molesta- 
tion. 

Herroynen, Sunday, May 21. At a meet- 
ing held this day, a policeman presented 
himself in the name of the burgomaster, 
and commanded those who composed it to 
separate immediately. On their refusal, he 
threatened to send the soldiers. ‘Our arms 
not being carnal,” we replied, “‘we shall be 
This menace 
was speedily realized. The burgomaster 
arrived with five dragoons, who thrust all 
the persons present out of the house, not 
excepting the owner himself, and struck 
them with the flat part of their sabres, 
uttering the most shocking imprecations. 
These unhappy soldiers passed the re- 
mainder of this holy day in excesses and 
debauchery, in the same house from which, 
a few hours before, sounded the praises of 
the Lord. In the afternoon these Christians 
united in another house, where their devo- 
tion was not disturbed by their enemies. 

In the province of Over-Yssel, all the 
soldiers haye been withdrawn from the vil- 
lages. They content themselves for the 
present with taking depositions. In conse- 
quence of this increased liberty, pastor Van 
Raalte has preached eight times in the 
space of three weeks, before one thousand 
five hundred auditors. 

Amsterdam, Sunday, May 28.—Eighteen 
persons met in the house of Mr. Hiddes. 
Towards nine o’clock a mob assembled be- 
fore the house, insulted the inmates, and 
knocked very loudly at the door. Two 
hours after, they broke the windows with 
stones. On information being given by the 
neighbours, a registrar, accompanied by two 
police agents, entered the house. He twice 


counted the number of the persons present, 


and only finding eighteen, he went out to 
tell the people, who had collected with 
hostile intentions, that the assembly did not: 
exceed the legal number, and that conse- 


_ quently their worship could not be disturbed. 


A party of soldiers soon. stationed them- 


ng to disperse them. It appears, however,. 
a what We learn, that they will proceed 
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25 
to prosecute some rebels, whose names they 
have obtained; and among others, a woman 
who said that they ought to burn the schol- 
tiens, an epithet which is applied at Amster- 
dam to separatists. The churches of Oud- 
loosdrecht and Bunschotten, whose meetings 
have been for several months disturbed by 
the soldiers, have just obtained, by a provi- 
dential incident, the privilege of hearing the 
free preaching of the gospel. 

Friday, June 9.—Mr. Schoole has visited 
the church of Oudloosdrecht. Immediately 
on his arrival, two soldiers were set to follow 
him by night and-by day, to observe nar- 
rowly all his movements. If he went into 
a house where there were children to be 
baptized, they accompanied him to prevent 
it. Perceiving that it was impossible to 
perform their worship on land, the sepa- 
ratists conceived the idea of meeting upon 
the water. Mr. N. Gos, one of their dea- 
cons, prepared his boat for this purpose. 
On Lord’s-day, at seven o’clock in the 
morning, several persons went on board. 
Towards half-past seven, the soldiers ran to 
arms. At eight, the boat put off from the 
shore. The soldiers, with their guns loaded, 
followed the boat by land as long as the 
road permitted. They were at length obliged 
to stop, and abandon their pursuit. God 
suffered the wind to retain near the shore a 
large boat, in which tHe soldiers were to 
have embarked, to molest the Christians in 
their worship. Other boats soon joined 
them, in one of which was the pastor. The 
church, which had-so long been deprived of 
the means of grace, had this day the happi- 
ness of hearing two sermons, and baptized 
three children. The Monday and Tuesday 
following, preaching and the administration 
of baptism took place at Onkoop and Kock- 
ing without interruption, because there are 
no soldiers in these places to oppose it. 

Sunday, June 18.—Mr. Scholte has held 
services of a very novel description on the 
Zuyder-zee, in a boat belonging to a pious 
man of the province of Drenthe. He 
preached twice, and baptized two children, 
On landing, Mr. Scholte was again followed 
by a patrol, who stationed himself before 
the house which he visited, to prevent those 
who wished to see him from entering, after 
there were as many as twenty persons in the 
house. While these precautions were taken 


outside, a soldier kept watch within, that no- 


worship or religious ceremony might be 
performed, The burgomaster of Bunschotten 
had sent’a policeman to report to him their 
proceedings. This circumstance induced us 
to fear another examination, the pastor 
having preached and baptized on the sea. — 


Zwolle, May 31.—Three members of the. 


dissenting church have i been imprisoned, 
because the fines to which they were sen- 


or 
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tenced, for assisting at religious meetings, 
have not been paid. 

Hoorn, June 2.—On the 13th of July, 
last year, Mr. H. de Cock, a dissenting 
minister, ordained elders and deacons in the 
island of Urk. For this act he has been 
summoned to appear before the tribunal. 
The examination and accusation lasted five 
hours, from ten in the morning to three in 
the afternoon, . The defence, which was 
postponed till five o’clock, lasted till eight. 
The separatists were not long kept in sus- 
pense as to the decision. 
with the demand of the attorney-general, 
condemning Mr. De Cock and Mr. Smitt 
to two hundred frances penalty, the elders 
and deacons to fifty francs, and the widow 
in whose house the meeting had been held, 
to one hundred francs. Before the judges 
had sanctioned this sentence, the mob was 
quiet; but as soon as their decision was 
known, it became greatly excited, and pur- 
sued the dissenters with hooting, stones, 
and mud. The police did not oppose these 
insults. The crowd assembled before the 
house of Mr. Van de Velde: the police- 
men, instead of dispersing it, or preventing 
these riots, kept out of the way. Mr. Van 
de Velde then went to ask the protection of 
the commissary of police; not finding him, 
he entreated the officer of justice to assist 
him. The latter sent some soldiers, who 
drove away the mob, and re-established 
order. At half-past ten all was quiet. 


APPEAL OF THE PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS 
IN HOLLAND TO THE DISCIPLES OF 
JESUS CHRIST IN OTHER LANDS, 


. “The ministers of Jesus Christ, and the 
elders of the afflicted reformed church in 
Holland, have invited their flocks solemnly 
to consecrate the 20th of September next as 
a day of thanksgiving, fasting, and prayer; 
thus manifesting openly, though they are 
unknown to the world, their confidence in 
their Lord, their King, and their Saviour. 
The persecuted church has, during the last 
two years, derived much consolation from 
the fact, that the Lord has heard the prayers 
of his own elect. Our earthly king has 
manifested his displeasure towards us, by 
his decree of July 5, 1836. Nevertheless, 
these Christians have obtained the approba- 
tion of their eternal King, in this work of 
faith, of hope, and of love. 

“Direct application to the throne of the 
God of armies is their only resource, amid 
all the sorrows of their earthly pilgrimage. 
The Christians of all countries, who~ac- 
knowledge with us our Lord Jesus Christ 
our Prophet, Priest, and King, are invited 
to unite with us, in bowing before the throne 
of the Lord, earnestly to implore the effu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit upon the church 


be 


It is conformable | 


INTELLIGENCE. 


militant, that all its members may be more 
united under their supreme Head. We 
believe and confess that the church of Jesus 
Christ, though scattered abroad over all the 
earth, is united in heart and will, in the 


| same Spirit, by the bonds of faith. The 


sufferings of the members of this church in 
Holland, should be felt by the whole body. 
Thus we request, as a proof of their Chris- 


| tian compassion, the communion of the 


prayers of our brethren in Christ Jesus, our 
God and Saviour. 

«*H. P. Scholte, Minister of Christ, Corre- 
spondent of the afflicted church in Holland.” 


LETTERS TO THE KING AND THE CLERGY 
OF HOLLAND FROM THE CHURCHES IN 
SWITZERLAND. 


The following letters have been addressed 
by the pastors and ministers of the national 
church of the canton of Vaud to his majesty 
the king of Holland, and to the clergy of 
the reformed church of that kingdom. 


Letter to the King. 
SIRE, 

Ancient bonds of Christian fraternity 
‘exist between Switzerland and the Low 
Countries. When the illustrious ancestors 
of your majesty fought for the cause of 
truth and religious liberty, they deserved 
the gratitude, not only of the people over 
which God has placed you, but ours also, 
and that of all reformed Christians. When 
they received into their provinces the bleed- 
ing remnant escaped from the religious per- 
secutions in France, Great Britain, and 
other countries, they conferred an obligation 
on us also, by thus benefitting our brethren. 
Your majesty has taught us to regard you 
with confidence as a true successor of these 
princes, and a friend of that everlasting 
gospel for which Holland has shed its blood. 
Sire, we, the undersigned ministers of the 
national church of the canton of Vaud, 
presume, then, with respectful boldness, to 
express to your majesty the desire of our 
hearts with regard to the measures adopted 
in your kingdom against Christians sepa- 
rated from the reformed church, acknow- 
ledged by the state. We would be neither 
the judges nor the advocates of our brethren 
in particulars with which we are little ac- 
quainted; for we know that according to 
Scripture, “in many things we all offend ;” 
but we know also that the faults of men 
cannot destroy the eternal principles of jus- _ 
tice and truth, eres ee 

We come, then, with respectful confi- 
dence, to beseech your majesty to grant to 
these Christians entire liberty to eGod 
ina manner agreeable to their co: ons, 
We ask it, Sire, because it is that O 
liberty which we find written in glo 
‘characters, not only in the word of 
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but also in the annals of your house and 
nation; because we are convinced before 
God, that a man should be free in the ex- 
ercise of his faith, and that, according to a 
celebrated saying, the power of kings ends 
where that of conscience begins; and, in 
short, because, as ministers of a national 


’ church, in a country where dissent has been 


Rt srw ac 


prosecuted and punished by law for several 
years, we know by experience that few 
things endanger, weaken, and disturb a 
church connected with the state so much as 
such prosecutions; while the contrary course 
of toleration and liberty, conduces power- 
fully to render it peaceable, prosperous, and 
honourable in the eyes of all. 

Permit us, therefore, Sire, from the bosom 
of our now tranquil mountains, humbly to 
deposit at your feet our earnest request. 
Grant it, Sire, with that goodness of which 
your ancestors haye given so many proofs 
to our fathers. 

May the God of your fathers and ours, 
the everlasting God, shed the richest of his 
blessings on your person, your family, your 
church, and your people; and may peace 
and prosperity dwell in those provinces, 
dear to all Protestants, which, for nearly 
three centuries, have been the refuge 
of those who have suffered for the faith of 
the pure and glorious gospel of our great 
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Lausanne, August, 1837. 

The signatures of 173 pastors and minis- 

ters are here affixed. 


LETTER TO THE CLERGY OF HOLLAND. 


Gentlemen, our honoured brethren and 
companions in the work of Christ, 
The word -of God, which we preach, 


tells us that when one member suffers, all | 


the others suffer with it. It is not, then, 
without great grief that we have learnt, 


_that a certain number of our Dutch brethren 


have, for some time, suffered for their faith 
‘in the truths of the gospel of salvation. - 

Although too little informed to pretend to 
justify all the proceedings of these brethren, 
or to condemn any one, we cannot but feel 
deeply grieved at the persecutions of which 
they are the objects; and believing that you 
can, by your influence with the authorities 
of your country, contribute to the amelio- 
ration, or even to the complete cessation, of 
a state of things, so contrary to that love 
which Christians should entertain towards 
each other, remembering the numerous fra- 
ternal ties which bind your churches to 
those of our canton; and, in short, in obe- 
dience to the words of our Master, who 
exhorts us to consider one another, to excite 
to love and good works, we come, honoured 
brethren, to entreat you, in the name of 
Higa ove us and shed his blood for 
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us, to consider seriously if it is not in your 

ower to obtain liberty for these persecuted 

rethren, to serve God according to thetr 
conscience, and to profess their faith in the 
everlasting gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, in that country in which so 
many faithful Christians formerly found 
refuge from the persecutions which banished 
them from their own countries. 

Believe us, honoured brethren, that if 
the prayer we address to you has been dic- 
tated by the interest we take in those who 
suffer, it is so also by the love which unites 
us to you and your churches. We shall be 
delighted to hear that you have understood 
our intentions, yielded to our wishes, and 
that a great number of our brethren, now 
disturbed in their worship, may hencefor- 
ward lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all 
godliness and honesty. 

In this hope, we beg you, honoured 
brethren, to receive the assurance of our 
respect and brotherly affection in - Christ 
Jesus, 

May the Lord of peace himself give you 
peace always by all means ! 

Lausanne, August, 1837. 

This letter bears nearly the same signg 
tures as the preceding, 164 in number. 

The latest intelligence which we have 
received, represents the persecution as una- 
bated. On-the 4th of September a Dissen- 
ter was fined, by a tribunal at Amsterdam, a 
sum equal to twenty-five pounds sterling ; 


_and the pastor, Van Velzen, was fined about 


four pounds, because more than twenty 
persons had been present at their religious 
meetings. The fines which had been im- 
posed for such offences, in Amsterdam 
alone, amounted, in the beginning of Octo- 
ber, to more than £150, while their petitions 
for relief remained unanswered. “ Tho 
distresses to which we are exposed,” say 
the sufferers, “‘have proved a salutary trial 


to us; but how terrible will be the judg- _ 


ments of God upon those who persecute his 
church! The just who lives by faith may 
support persecutions, knowing that better 
treasures are reserved in heaven for him. 
Should it even be necessary for us to leave 
our relatives and country on account of 
religion, because we are here deprived of 
our daily bread, He, without whose will a 
single hair does not fall from our ee iL 
not abandon us.” “1 


a 
NEW SOUTH WALES. — 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. J. Saun- 


ders, dated Sidney, June, 16, 1837. 


«¢ WrrH regard to the emigration of good 


people, you cannot think how valuable they 


‘are; I am therefore disposed to encourage 


Wales is still a 


it. Though ee 2 
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dangerous place for professors of the gospel, 
yet we have now a Christian band, and, as 
I trust, the love of Christ is shed abroad in 
our hearts. I believe we shall be enabled 
to be in New South Wales, and yet be deli- 
vered from the evil of it. I have written to 
G. to come, if he thinks fit. The agent for 
emigration in London will pay his passage, 
or help him. Mechanics, labourers, shep- 
herds, are in great demand. The result is, 
that emigration schemes of every kind are 
proposed; and, among the rest, the intro- 
duction of labourers from Bengal, and of 
Chinese artizans from Singapore. I believe 
300 of the latter are now on their way. 
As to the former, the plan is in agitation. 
The proposal is for Bengal Coolies, and the 
Hill people, who come into the plain 
country of Bengal at a certain season. By 
these Hill country people, I suppose to be 
meant the natives of Rajhmahal. I am 
anxious in some measure to anticipate this 
scheme, by preparation for Christian in- 
struction. My chief desire, with regard to 
India, was, to labour, in conjunction with 
Leslie of Monghyr, in Rajhmahal. I there- 
fore feel a special wish to be his coadjutor 
in this colony. I intend to write to Cal- 
cutta, to show the bearing of this emigration 
upon the brethren’s missionary labours there, 
and to ask for information as to the language 
and people. Should the emigration take 
place to any extent, say two or three thou- 
sand, I should recommend a Bengali mis- 
sionary to be stationed here. So, also, I 
should advise the society to bear the ex- 
pense of a-native Rajhmahal missionary in 
this colony. The expense would be small, 
could such a man be found. Leslie might 
recruit here at any time, and Anderson (of 
Stepney), who has, I believe, been obliged 
to abandon India, labour in Bengali, if he 
knows the language. 

“You see the rising importance of this 
country, not only in a commercial, but a 
missionary point of view. Perhaps China 
is to be entered from Australia: perhaps the 
hills of India are to be cultured by hus- 
bandmen in New South Wales. I send 
you a paper containing intelligence; and let 
the Society be the first to occupy this im- 
portant station, when the plans of our go- 
vernment.are matured. Should any Baptist 
brethren inquire about emigration, I would 
say that two or three competent. schoolmas- 
ters would do well. A minister, who would 
come out depending upon a school, and 
willing to take his chance of. ministerial 
support, would be very useful; but all 
would have to endure hardships at the first, 
and none should come who are doing well 
in England. God is graciously raising this 
colony in morals: he will doubtless give us 
more help. We must wait for him. We 
have formed a Home Missionary Society 
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here, in correspondence with the Congrega- 
tional Colonial Mission. When the Baptists 
deign to notice Australia, it will be my duty 
to carry out their designs. Is there no stir 
to send a Baptist minister to Van Dieman’s 
Land ? 


JAMAICA. 


TueE following petition from eight Baptist 
missionaries, stationed in the western part 
of Jamaica, has been presented to the 
House of Commons, by Mr. Pease, and a 
similar one, with the same signatures, to 
the house of Lords, by lord Brougham. 

To the Honourable the House of Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in parliament 
assembled : 

The humble petition of the undersigned 
Baptist missionaries resident in the western 
part of the island of Jamaica, showeth :— 

That your petitioners humbly approach 
your Honourable House, for the purpose of 
laying before it the state of the apprentice 
population of this island, and of imploring 
that your Honourable House will at once de- 
vise such measures, as you in your wisdom 
may see fit, to effect the termination ofthe 
apprenticeship system in August, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty eight, and 
thus relieve the predial apprentices from 
the grievous and oppressive bondage in which 
they are now held. 

That your petitioners feel a deep and 
lively interest in the prosperity of the island 
in which Providence has fixed their abode, 
and are firmly convinced that the present . 
state of the apprentices is inimical to the 
welfare of all parties therein,-and that the 
Abolition Act has totally failed in producing 
the object for which it was framed by the 
Imperial Parliament ; that it has been made 
the engine of gross and continued oppression, - 
and created disgust in the minds of the 
labouring classes to the cultivation of the 
soil ; which feeling, your petitioners are firm- 
ly persuaded, is daily increasing, and which 
your petitioners fear will lead to the total 
abandonment of many properties, should 
perfect freedom be withheld from the pre- 
dial apprentices after the non-predials are 
fully emancipated, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty eight. 

That your petitioners most humbly record _ 


‘their unqualified opinion, that the predial ap- 


rentices, on whose behalf they implore the _ 

oon from your Honourable House, are 
fully prepared for that freedom which isthe 
birthright of every man; that theirconduct 
under accumulated wrongs, and bitterly dis- 
appointed hopes, has been uniformly such — 
as to entitle them to the favourable con- 
sideration of your Honourable House; and 
that granting the prayer of your petitioners, 
while it would be performing an act of. jus- a 


—— 


__-willever pray, &e. — 
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tite to those who look to your Honourable 
House for protection, would avert the ruin 
of the island, promote the temporal and 
Spiritual welfare of its inhabitants, and raise 
a discontented people to a cheerful and 
happy peasantry. 

Your petitioners would further urge upon 
your Honourable House, the prayer of this 
petition, from the peculiar circumstances in 
which the female apprentice is placed, who 
endures increased hardships from the 
want of protection in the Abolition Act, 
in the rearing of her offspring, who are 
thus unavoidably neglected, and in com- 
pelling those mothers to labour in the field, 
who, having six children, were in the time 
of slavery exempted from such employment. 

That your petitioners, in presenting this 
their humble petition to your Honourable 
House, disclaim any desire to engage in 
political discussions; they beg to assure your 
Honourable House that they are impelled 
by a sense of imperative duty to themselves; 
to the people, among whom they exercise 
their ministry; and to the British Crown, 
under whose auspices they have been pro- 
tected in the enjoyment of their religious 
rights, thus to employ the only means in 
their power of bringing before your Honour- 
able House the state of a people to whose 
best interest they have devoted their lives: 
and having thus discharged their consciences, 
they will not cease to pray that, by the 
watchful care of that Providence, to whom 
they confide the cause of this people, such 
prompt measures may be adopted by your 
Honourable House, as shall disappoint all 
our fears, and enable us to pursue our course 
of mercy without being retarded by the re- 
mains of a system which is hateful to God, 
disgraceful to the British mation, and 
utterly subversive of every principle of 
right. ; 

Your petitioners, having observed with 
pain the efforts which have been made by 
ill-disposed persons at every past anniver- 
sary of the abolition of negro slavery, to 
mislead the apprentices. and induce acts of 


‘insubordination, and fearing the success of 
the efforts of such persons at a period when 


the non-predial apprentices shall be fully 
and perfectly emancipated, and bein; 

anxious to avoid a repetition of the awful 
scenes of the year 1832, which they greatly 
fear may be the consequence of delay, most 
earnestly implore your Honourable House to 
take this their petition into its earliest and 


most favourable consideration. 


And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 


- Tuomas Burcuett, Montego Bay, 
~ $t, James’s. * 
Witziiam Kwibp, Falmouth. 
Tuomas F. Apsor, St. Ann’s Bay 
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WaLTER DEnNDy, 
James’s. 

JoHN HutcuHins. Savanna-la-mar. 

SAMUEL OuGHTON, Lucea. 

BENJAMIN BuLL DEXTER, Stewart- 
town. 

JOHN CLARK, Brown-town. 


Salter’s-hill, St. 


COMMISSION ON THE NARRATIVE OF JAMES 
WILLIAMS, 


Many of our readers have perused with 
mingled astonishment and incredulity the 
tract entitled, ‘‘A Narrative by James Wil- 
liams.” The sensation which this simple 
tale excited in Jamaica was such, as to in- 
duce the Governor to appoint a commission 
to investigate the correctness of its repre- 
sentations. The following is their report: 


Falmouth, Oct. 21, 1837. 
To his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, &c. &c. 


May it please your Excellency, 

The commissioners, in the’ prosecution of 
the inquiry which your Excellency was 
pleased to intrust to them, having taken the 
fullest evidence they could obtain upon the 
several subjects which the investigation was 
designed to embrace, have now the honour 
to transmit, for your Excellency’s informa- 
tion, an authentic copy of their entire pro- 
ceedings. 

In reporting upon the general results of 
this extended inquiry, it has become the 
duty of the commissioners to state, that the 
allegations of James Williams’s Narrative 
have received few and inconsiderable con- 
tradictions, whilst every material fact has 
been supported and corroborated by an al- 
most unbroken chain of convincing testi- 
mony. - aS 

Such being the conclusion of the commis- 
sioners with respect to the narrative, it can 
scarcely be necessary to add, that the Abo- 
lition Law has not been properly adminis- 
tered in some parts of the parish of St. 
Ann’s; that the house of correction of that 
parish was, until recently, a place of licen- 
tiousness and cruelty; and that the treadmill 
has been, from the time of its erection, and 
sti!l is, an instrument rather of torture than 
of just and salutary punishment. 

Upon these topics the commissioners have 


thought it right to report specifically, but —— 


with reference to others, of no less interest, 
they leave the evidence to speak for itself ; 
persuaded that the whole detail will be 


| found important enough to command your 


Excellency’s immediate attention. : 


’ GEO. GORDON, 3. r. St. James’. 
J. DAUGHTREY, s.m.- 


(True Copy.) 
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UNION OF THE SERAMPORE MISSION WITH 
THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My Dear Sir, 

By direction of the committee of the So- 
ciety in aid of the Serampore Mission, I 
have to beg a place in your columns for the 
purpose of announcing the gratifying fact, 
that a union has been effected between the 
Serampore Mission and the Baptist Mission- 
ary Society. In accomplishing so desirable 
an object, it is matter of high satisfaction, 
that the negociation has been throughout 
conducted, on both sides, with perfect cor- 
diality and good feeling; and while a dis- 
position was mutually shown to. accommo- 
date, no concession was made or required, 
which would compromise the principles by 
which the two bodies have been hitherto 
governed—the whole of the arrangements 
being prospective. 

A deputation from the society in aid of 
the Serampore mission met the committee of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, at their 


rooms in Fen-court, on Thursday, Dec. 7th. | 


In the evening conference, the business’ was 
brought to a satisfactory issue, subject to 
some arrangements in detail which were re- 
ferred to a sub-committee ; these also were 
completed on Friday, and on Monday, the 
1ith instant, received the sanction of the 
committee. On Friday, the 15th, at a gene- 
ral committee-meeting of the Serampore so- 
ciety, held at Liverpool, the conduct of the 
deputation was unanimously approved, and 
the whole of the proceedings ratified. 

Though the union has been thus virtually 
effected, several points of convenience re- 
quire that its practical operation should not 
commence till the 1st of May next. Till 
then it will be necessary to collect the re- 
quisite funds to meet the current expenditure 
of the Serampore mission, and to discharge 
the obligations already incurred. In order 
to meet these demands, which are consider- 
able, the zealous and liberal efforts of the 
friends of Serampore will be highly neces- 
sary. After these objects have been effected, 
it will be clearly understood, that there will 
be no separate collection for any thing con- 
nected with our Indian mission, that is not 
sanctioned by the united Society. 

The union which has been accomplished, 
comprises the several stations hitherto con- 
nected with Serampore, with the understand- 
ing, that the direct superintendence of the 


Serampore station will remain with Dr. 


Marshman during hislife. The eollege, which 


is incorporated by a charter of the king of 


Denmark, will continue on its own founda- 
tion, unconnected with the Society. 


have united so completely and affectionately, 
the committee of the Society im aid of the 


Serampore Mission, trust that the same uzi- 
reserved confidence and cordiality will pre- 
vail, both at home and abroad, among the 
respective friends of the two missionary 
bodies, which are henceforth to be considered 
as one. And as the committee of the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society will, from the ist of 
May next, have to provide for a serious in- 
crease of expenditure, the Serampore com- 
mittee wish to impress strongly on the minds 
of their friends, the propriety and necessity 
of the most strenuous exertions to maintain, 
in efficient operation, the whole of the com- 
bined missions. 

I am instructed also by the committee, 
thus publicly to acknowledge the very kind 
and Christian manner in which their over- 
ture was received, and their deputation 
treated, by the committee of the Baptist 
Missionary Society; and to express their 
earnest desire that, by this union, a new 
impulse may be given to missionary zeal, 
the kingdom of Christ advanced, and, among 
our own denomination, an increase of peace 
and love be secured. 

I am, my dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 
B. Gopwin, Secretary. 
55, Finch Street, Liverpool, 
Dec. 16, 1837. 


ALFRED PLACE CHAPEL, FULHAM ROAD. 


A building formerly used as the Western 
Grammar School, Alexander Square, Fulham 
Road (one mile from Hyde Park Corner), 
has been taken, and fitted up as a place of 
religious worship. It can accommodate a 
congregation of 400 persons, and is intended 


(so soon as an acceptable pastor can be ob- 
tained), with an open communion for all who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, for 
which the claims of the denomination, and 
the increasing population of the district, pre- 
sent the most powerful encouragements. 
The expenses incident to the necessary altera- 
tions, will not exceed the sum of £200, or 
thereabouts, part of which is already sub- 
scribed by the handful of Christian brethren 


at present engaged in the cause, and the re- _ 


mainder will, they doubt not, be readily sup- 


lied by liberal and zealous friends of the Re- 
deemer, to whom they intend to appeal, Itwas 


opened on Lord’s day, the 12th of November 


‘instant, when the Rev. E. Steane, of Cam-__ 
berwell, the Rev. J. H. Hinton, A. M., o 
' Devonshire Sx are ), 


(late of Readin 


| Dr. Murch, of Stepney college, preache 
| Dr. Cox, with Messrs. Stovel, F 
| and several others, have kindly engaged to — 
i | supply the pulpit in its noviciate state; and 
As the representatives of the two bodies | our friends visiting the metropolis, are 

earnestly requested to give it their assistan 
and support. org «an eee 


chy 
wes, Br 


for the establishment of a Baptist church Z 


Do iy As 
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Any communication of assistance or 
counsel, in favour of the cause, will be 
thankfully received by Mr. Charles Watkins, 
Paradise Wharf, Chelsea, or Mr. Dermer, 
17, Trevor Square, Brompton. 


ROCHDALE, 


The Rey. Benaiah Hoe (late of Broms- 
grove ), having accepted a unanimous invita- 
tion from the Church at Rochdale, to be- 
come their pastor, commenced his stated 
labours on the first Sabbath of September 
last. A public recognition of the same was 
held October 9, when the Rev. Messrs. 
Godwin, Lister, and Fisher, of Liverpool, 
Aldis, of Manchester, and others, took part 
in the services, 


HELSTON, 


On November 8, the new Baptist chapel 
in Helston, Cornwall, was opened for public 
worship, when eloquent and appropriate 
sermons were preached by the Rev. S. 
Nicholson, of Plymouth, and the Rev. J. 
M. Chapman, ef Yeovil. The attendance 
was highly encouraging at all the services. 
Between £60 and £70 were collected on 
the occasion. The chapel is commodious, 
measuring 70 by 40 feet within, having two 
rooms underneath, for the accommodation of 


the Sunday-school connected with the con- 
gregation, The building has been generally 
admired for its noble front, internal neat- 
ness, and the comfortable accommodation it 
affords to the congregation, especially to the 
poor. The style is Anglo Norman, and 
the whole reflects the highest credit on the 
professional skill of the architect, Mr. Sam- 
bull, of Truro. 


STAINES. 

A new Baptist chapel, at Staines, Middle- 
sex, was opened for divine service, on No- 
vember 9, 1837. The Rev. Messrs. Davies, 
of Tottenham, and Leifchild, of London, 
preached on the occasion; and collections 
were made, which, including contributions 
for the new school-room, sent the same day 
by some members of the Society of Friends 
residing in the town, amounted to more 
than £100. 

The Baptist friends at Staines had raised 
nearly £300 before the opening of the 
chapel ; and its erection was a work of entire 
necessity, the old meeting-house which had 
been .rented for seventy years, being in a 
ruinous state; they earnestly hope that 
friends at a distance will help them to dimi- 
nish the remaining debt of £500 as soon as 
possible, and that the Lord will command his 
blessing, even life for evermore. 
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To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir, 

Havine been in habits of correspondence 
with many Christian brethren in different 
parts of the world, I shall be able to furnish 
you occasionally with a paper of intelligence. 
In drawing these up, I propose to avail myself 
of the substance of such letters as I am 
favoured with, and often of extracts. “With- 
out occupying your pages with reasons for 
adopting this method, instead of laying pri- 
vate letters before the public eye, I will pro- 
ceed at once with a statement in which I 
shall be aided by letters from Mr. Knibb of 
Jamaica. 

In the month of June last, when pleading 
for our sabbath-schools at Birmingham, I 
alluded to similar operations among the 
negro children of Jamaica. A gentleman 
then present, but who was an entire stranger 
to me, sent me, during the ensuing week, a 
munificent. donation in support of our 
chapel and schools, requesting at the same 
time further information about Jamaica. In 
acknowledging this unlooked-for generosity, 
I supplied such intelligence relating to 

_ Jamaica, as I thought would be interesting, 
and inclosed also a letter I had recently re- 
ceived from Mr. Knibb. My anonymous 


correspondent was so struck with the in- 
formation, that he shortly returned me a 
letter commencing thus :— 

‘¢Inclosed is cash, one hundred pounds ; 
forty-or fifty pounds you will please to re- 
mit to the Rev. W. Knibb, Falmouth, 
Jamaica. Say his prayers are heard, and 
that sum shall be remitted annually by you, 


until the funds of his church no longer re- © 


quire it. The remainder please request him 
to distribute among your schools in Jamaica, 
for the purchase of books, tracts, or in any 
way that you and he may consider most de- 
sirable to promote and extend the kingdom 
of our Lord Christ. Pray for me, and re- 
quest the Rev. W. Knibb and his poor 


negroes to pray for me, that at all times, 


under all circumstances, and in all places, 
I may have but one wish, desire, aim, end, 
and motive, in all things to please God, to 
be approved of by him, and that nothing” 
may separate me’ from the love of God in 
Christ.” ; 

No time was lost in forwarding the above 


intelligence and appropriating the generous 
contribution, 
‘transmit this sum to the recently formed 
society to obtain subscriptions in aid of the 


I could ‘not conscientiously 


- 
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Jamaica Baptist Education Society, of | 


which an account is given at p. 546, et seq. 
of the magazine for December last. The 
objection I feel to support that Society, and 
in which my anonymous correspondent most 
entirely sympathizes, is that by the resolu- 
tion mentioned p. 548, their funds are to be 
appropriated exclusively to stations which 
receive no part of the government grant. 
To this method of enforcing the voluntary 
principle I could no more consent, than I 
could concur in a vote that, if the mission- 
aries so far deviate from it as to receive this 
aid from government, they shall no longer 
be supported by the society that sent them 
out. I hope contributors to the schools will 
be found, not more rigidly tenacious of the 
voluntary principle, than are the missionaries 
themselves, as evinced in their series of 
resolutions at p. 547. 

But to resume, my letter reached Mr. 
Knibb at so critical a juncture that he re- 
plied in the following terms. 

“Your unknown correspondent has re- 
lieved my mind froma load, at least partially, 
which sometimes crushes me to the earth. 
May the Author of all good abundantly re- 
compense him for his kindness to the poor 
degraded children of Africa! You will 
oblige me by letting him know, that by his 
kind help I shall be able to keep this im- 
portant school in operation.. The day before 
your letter came I was much cast down; I 
knew not where to look for the money to 
pay the good man’s salary: when I opened 
it, I almost wept forjoy. May God bless 
the donor! I do not think that money could 
be more usefully employed than in that 
deeply interesting school.” 

Mr. Knibb represents this school at Wil- 
berforce, as containing 80 day-scholars, and 
250 on Sundays, almost all the children of 
apprentices. It is the only public school 
within six miles, though in the circumference 
of three miles, there is an apprentice popu- 
lation of 600 persons. The school is con- 
ducted by a pious young man of colour, who 
with his wife resides on the spot, and con- 
ducts public worship every other Lord's day. 

The following affecting sentence should 
weigh much with the pious and benevolent; 
during the remainder of this iniquitous term 
of apprenticeship. ; 

“Such are'the sorrows and such is the 
deep distress which the abolition law has 
inflicted. upon the unhappy mothers, that 
during its continuance I have determined on 


taking the children free, and the church ‘will 


each one give something annually towards 
supporting the schools,” . ee, 

I have subsequently received an account 
of the first public meeting on behalf of the 


schools, of which an ample report is given 


in the “ Falmouth Post” of October 4, 1837. 


Of this large and interesting meeting, Mr. 


— ery 


)shelyes? If he should happen to p 
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Knibb says, “‘ Happy should I have been if 
Mr. Sturge and his friend could have seen 
the place when I announced a vote for them. 
Many of their opponents were present, but 
not one opened his mouth. They have been 
most abominably reviled, and motives attri- 
buted to them, which none but base minds 
would think of. I was therefore determined 
at the first meeting in my chapel, to try the 
mettle of my own people, and of their 
enemies ; happy am I that not a discordant 
note was heard,” 
I remain, yours, &c. 
James Hosy. 


MINISTERS LIBRARIES. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir, 

Many of your readers are in the ministry, 
others are not ; to the latter 1 appeal on be- 
half of the former. The want of books, and 
of the means of procuring them, is often 
painfully felt by those who sustain the sacred 
office. In many instances this want would 
cease, if our churches would see to it, that 
the income of their pastors was more pro- 
portionate to their own necessities, and to 
the means ‘of the people among whom they 
labour. As it is, the minister’s library is 
often nothing more than a few odd yolumes, 
while the stores of intellectual wealth are 
closed against him, and the works of Howe, 
Baxter, Charnock, Hall, and other eminent 
divines, are as completely beyond his power 
of acquisition, as if they were written in 
letters of gold on tablets of ivory. I will 
not now so far intrude on the attention of 
your readers, as to point out the irreparable 
injury which our churches inflict on them-. 
selves by meting out so small a pittance in the 
shape of salary, that it is impossible for 
their ministers to enrich their own minds, 
by the study of those works in which sanc- 
tified intellect has developed its powers in 
illustration of divine truth. Nor will I say 
what a reproach it is to some of our wealthy 
and educated laymen, that they can permit ~ 
their pastor to lack that pabulum mentis, 
which they might supply without the sacri- 
fice of a single personal comfort. It is my 
present design, merely to offer a hint or two, 
which, I venture to think, are not inapplic- 
able to the subject, nor_to the present state 
of Baptist churches and their ministers. 

There is reason to believe, that m 
valuable works, by such men as Ow 
Flavel, Bates, Watts, Bunyan, Henry, Ful 
ler, and a host of others, are at this ni 
uselessly occupying room on the sh : 
in the closets of those who have neither ti 
nor inclination-to read them. Mi 
valuable accession to the minister’s 
be made, if our friends would jus 
transfer these neglected volumes to 


meeting at ————.” 


attainment, 
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some of them, or if there should be any 
which do not promise to be ofmuch use to him, 
even these, by exchange with a bookseller, 
might become the means of procuring for 
him others which would be of the greatest 
service, If this hint should be acted on, 
there are few congregations which would 
not, at once, make an important addition to 
the library of their minister. 

In some congregations, it is customary for 
the young people to present annually some 
expression of their regard for him who 
“watches for their souls.’ Such a mark of 
attention is doubly valuable, because it not 
only adds to his literary possessions, but is 
grateful and consolatory to his mind, as a 
discovery of the affectionate esteem in which 
he is held by those who are the objects of his 
warmest solicitude. It would be beneficial 
to all parties, if this practice should become 
universal : and surely there can be no diffi- 
culty in adopting it where it is approved. 
Nor would there be any indelicacy in the 
question—‘‘ My dear Sir, as several of the 
young friends wish to be permitted to place 
a volume on your shelves, would it be plea- 
sant to you to receive Calmet, or Scott, or 
Jeremy Taylor, or Barrow? I think I know 
some excellent men on whom such a mark 
of attention would act as a cordial, and who 
would receive it, if—it were thought of ! 

But, Mr. Editor, that which I am very 
anxious to see, is the establishment of a 
minister's library, in connexion with, and 
inalienable from, every Baptist church in 
the kingdom. Could not some plan like the 
following be adopted? Let the deacons (or 
if they have enough to do without any 
addition to their present duties), let some 
three or four members of the church, be 
appointed to obtain subscriptions for this 
object; and then, with the advice of the 
minister, appropriate the amount to the pur- 
chase of standard treatises and commenta- 
ries, with such other works in general his- 
tory, philosophy, and science, as could not 
fail to be useful to a man disposed to avail 
himself of means for the cultivation of his 
‘mind. Let the works so procured be well- 


- bound, and labelled on the inside of the 


‘cover thus: ‘For the use of the minister, 
for the time being, of the Baptist church, 
If any plan of this 
kind should be adopted (the could is beyond 


a question), every church acting on it 


would almost instantly begin to derive ad- 
vantage from its own act: and that advantage 
would soon outweigh any little sacrifice or 
effort which might have been made for its 
Tf the annual amount of sub- 
scriptions should not average more than 


valuable library might be secured—a library 


_ always accessible to the minister, while the | 
_ proprietorship would be permanently vested 


in the church. 


m, 


£10, why in ten years what a select and’ 
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Perhaps these lines (the first I ever wrote 
for your magazine, or any other periodical) 
may secure attention from some one better 
qualified for the treatment. of such a subject 
than your present correspondent. I shall be 
obliged if they will take it up; and in the 
hope that this will be the case, subscribe 
myself Discrrutus. 

Dec. 19, 1837. 
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Tue Editor ventures to anticipate the con- 
gratulations of his friends, on his having to 
announce, in his very first number, intelli- 
gence so auspicious as that which is con- 
tained in the letter of Mr. Godwin. He 
has a vivid recollection of those painful 
meetings in the years 1826 and 1827, which 
issued in the withdrawment of the Serampore 
missionaries, and of many valued friends at 
home, from the Baptist Missionary Society. 
He has uniformly felt a conviction, that it 
was impossible for the Committee, consis- 
tently with their duty, to prevent that re- 
sult ; and never did he feel this more strongly 
than during the recent harmonious discus- 
sions. It is delightful therefore to his 
heart, that at length, without any dereliction 
of principle on either side, a union has been 
effected among the friends of the Baptist 
missions so-cordial and so promising. 

The arrangement originated with the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Society in aid of the 
Serampore missions. These gentlemen, with 
the concurrence of their friends, whom they 
had summoned for the purpose to a special 
meeting at Liverpool, proposed that a depu- 
tation from their number should confer with 
the Committee of the Baptist Missionary 
Society. This overture having been accepted, 
a meeting was held at Fen-court, on Thurs- 
day, Dec, 7th, at which a large number of 
the Committee had the pleasure of receiving 
the Rev. G. Barclay, of Irvine, the Rev. 
B, Godwin, of Liverpool, H. Kelsale, Esq., 
of Rochdale, and J. L. Phillips, Esq., of 
Melksham. It had been determined pre- 
viously that the first hour should be spent — 
in devotional exercises ; accordingly, fervent 
and appropriate prayers were offered by 
brethren Barclay, C. E, Birt, Godwin, and 
Cox. A free discussion of the subject which 
had convened the meeting ensued, and con-_ 
tinued several hours ; when an adjournment 
took place, and the deputation were requested 
to prepare for the Committee a statement, 
which might define the nature and extent of 
their proposal, by furnishing a list of the 
stations and agents to be connected with the 
Society, and the amount of expense to be 
incurred. This having been done, when 
the Committee resumed its sitting im the 
evening, and the gentlemen of the deputation 
had withdrawn, the Committee spent some ~ 


\ time in deliberation, at the close of which 


two resolutions were passed unanimously ; 
one expressing the conviction of the Com- 
mittee, that whatever difficulties of a practical 
nature might surround the subject, there 
was no impediment arising trom principle to 
hinder the proposed union ; the other, ap- 
pointing a sub-committee to meet the depu- 
tation on the following morning, and endea- 
vour to arrange the details. 

On Friday morning the sub-committee, 
viz., Messrs. Dyer, Beeby, Bickham, Gro- 
ser, Hinton, Steane, Dr. Cox, and Dr. 
Hoby, met the deputation. It was then 
agreed, that whatever books and translations 
at Serampore are public property, should be 
transferred to the Society; and that the 
Lal Bazaar Chapel, Calcutta, having been 
originally intended for the use of all deno- 
minations, and erected by the aid of the 
Calcutta public, should be appropriated to 
some object congenial with its original de- 
sign. Arrangements were made for an- 
nouncing the union, and the time for its 
practical completion was fixed for the 30th 
of April; that day being convenient in a 
financial point of view, as it closes the In- 
dian year. ‘These proceedings were ratified 
on the following Monday by the Committee 
of the Baptist Missionary Society, and on 
the following Friday by the Committee of 
the Society in aid of the Serampore mis- 
sions, at Liverpool. 

But ‘it is the hand of the Lord that hath 
done this!” Providential changes have 
prepared the way for that which the Spirit 
of Christ, acting in the hearts of his people, 
has corsummated. Reverence and thank- 
fulness become us, in reflecting on our pre- 
sent position. The arrangements now made 
will not only facilitate the progress of the 
gospel in distant realms, their influence will 
be yet more important on the~ British 
churches. They remove an obstacle to 
union of heart and co-operation of labour, 
and afford an earnest of future prosperity. 
“This is the Lord’s doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in-our eyes !” 


The persecutions endured by our brethren 
who dissent from the National Church of 
Holland, demand our attention, At their 
request a special meeting was held at the 
Taitbout Chapel in Paris, on the 20th of 
September, when several ministers and 
other Christians united in fervent interces- 
sion to the King of kings on their behalf, 
English Dissenters will not forget them in 
their addresses to the throne of grace ; and 
we trust it will become matter of serious 
deliberation, whether some active interposi- 
tion could not be advantageously attempted. 
They write like men who understand and 
value the Gospel; but even if their faith 


and practice differed from ours more widely 


agres 


i 
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than they do, the occasion should be seized 
to hold up to the view of all Europe ,the 
broad principles of religious liberty. It is 
to be feared that there are some other pro- 
fessedly Protestant kings, who need lessons 
on this subject as much as the king of 
Holland. 


The Central Negro Emancipation Com- 
mittee, has published an ‘* Address to the 
Friends of Justice and of Mercy,” calling 
on them to petition the Legislature for the 
immediate abolition of the West Indian 
Apprenticeship. Their object is to procure 
as speedily as possible, petitions to botls 
houses of parliament for the immediate ex- 
tinction of that poor, miserable system, 
which now tantalizes and tortures both the 
white and the coloured inhabitants of the 
West Indies. Further information may be 
obtained at the office of the Society, 25, 
Token-house Yard, London. 


The Protestant Dissenters’ and General 
Life and Fire Insurance Company, has, it 
appears, not only completed its arrange- 
ments, but actually commenced its opera- 
tions. lt now receives proposals for both 
Fire and Life Insurance, and issues policies. 
May the benevolent hope of its projectors, 
that it may furnish a means of affording 
substantial relief to the families of de- 
ceased ministers, be fully realized ! 


Official notice has not yet reached us of 
recent arrangements, by which'several of the 
churches have been supplied with pastors, 
but we believe that the following particu- 
lars are correct :— 

The Rev. Joseph Angus, A.M. has ac- 
cepted an invitation from the Church in 
Park-street, Southwark, formerly under the 
pastoral care of the late John Rippon, D.D. 

The Rev. Charles Room, has accepted 
an invitation from the Church in Meeting- 
house Alley, Portsea, formerly under the 
care of the Rev. C. E. Birt, A.M., now re- 
moved to Broadmead, Bristol. _ 

The Rey. J. M. Sowle, late of Lewes, has 
accepted an invitation from the Church at 
at Battersea, late under the care of the Rey. — 
Joseph Hughes, A.M. *% 

The Rey. D. Katterns, late of Drayton, — 
has accepted an invitation from the Church — 
at Hammersmith, formerly under the care,of — 
the late Rev. T. Uppadine. wis? 

The Rev. B. s Hall, late of Burford — 
Oxfordshire, has accepted an invitation 
from the Church at Shefford, Beds. 

The Rev. D, Rees, late of Burton-Lati- — 
mer, has accepted a unanimous invitation to — 


the pastoral office over the second Baptist — 


church, Sheffield; and entered upo: 
stated labours on Sabbath, 3ist ultimo. 
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NOTICE. 


Tue Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society have great pleasure in an- 
nouncing that, during the past month, they have been engaged{in conferring with 
a deputation from the ‘Society in aid of the Serampore Missions, with a 
view of putting gn end to the division of missionary effort which has existed 
in the denomination since March 1827, by effecting an union between the 
Serampore Mission and the Baptist Missionary Society. In these discus- 
sions, a number of members of the Committee from the country kindly 
co-operated with their brethren in town. ‘They were conducted: with entire 
and cordial unanimity, and have been brought, through the divine blessing, to 
a prosperous issue. No compromise of principle was made or required. It 
appeared to all desirable that the Serampore stations should henceforth be managed 
on the same plan as those which have always been connected with the Society ; 
it has, therefore, been mutually agreed, that, on the expiration of the Indian year, 
the 30th of April next, the junction shall take place, and thus, for the future, our 
missionary operations be carried forward in harmonious combination at home and 
abroad. 

The gentlemen who met the Committee on this gratifying occasion, were the 
Rey. George Barclay, of Irvine ; Rev. Benjamin Godwin, of Liverpool ; C. H. Jones, 
Esq., of Liverpool; Henry Kelsall, Esq., of Rochdale; and J. L. Phillips, Esq., of 
Melksham ; and the Committee feel unfeigned pleasure in declaring that the uni- 
form frankness, urbanity, and candour which characterized all their communications, 
powerfully contributed to bring the discussions to a happy issue, and have richly 
earned for them the esteem and gratitude of all who are interested in the arrange- 
ment. 

_ The Committee are fully aware that the steps now taken will involve the ne- 
cessity of greatly enlarged exertions throughout the United Kingdom, to obtain the 
funds required to sustain the additional agency now to be connected with the 
Society. In this point of view, it isa new exercise of faith; but they desire to 
trust in that God who has hitherto provided for the mission, and they feel assured, 
that the event which it is now their privilege to announce, will be felt, in many 
quarters, as a fresh and welcome stimulus to renewed liberality. 
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CALCUTTA. 


_ We haye great pleasure in inserting 


an abstract of recent information from 


kindly furnished us by Mr. Pearce. Our 
readers will perceive that with some few 


exceptions, the whole exhibits, steady 
and satisfactory progress. Nothing is so 


eeply regretted as the lamentable pau- 
of labourers, and the consequent 
felt by our brethren, until sup- 


<S + 


plied with assistance from Europe, to 
enlarge their exertions, as favourable cit- 
cumstances demand. me 
In the pastorate of the English Church 
in the Circular Road, Mr. Yates continues 
his labours with some degree of success. 
Tn March he informs Mr. P. that the con- 
gregation was about the same, or rather bet- 
ter than when he left Bengal. He had then 
baptized an intelligent page eta -assist- 
ant in the printing office, who engaged in 


the prayer meetings with much acceptance. 


In April we find that he baptized another 
young man, and in August two other persons. 
F eget 


brightest ornament I know of missionary 

labours in India.” ne 

In preaching to the heathen in the city Mr. | 
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Though grieved with the necessity of exer- 
cising church discipline in the case of one 
unhappy individual, he had, on the other 
hand, the pleasure of seeing several young 
ladies in the congregation who appeared de- 
cided for God. 

In March Mr. Penney writes, “Our 
Sabbath evenings at the Circular Road are 
encouraging ; many come to hear, and a few, 
we trust, begin to feel. Brother Yates and 
his wife have a Bible class on a Saturday 
afternoon, which is well attended. The 
members of the church intend setting apart 
next Good Friday as a day of fasting and 
prayer. We hear that the American mis- 
sionaries, Messrs. Winslow and Scudder, 
who are now at Madras, have been instru- 
mental in promoting a revival there, both 
among European soldiers, and among the 
natives. I wish they would come to Cal- 
cutta and bring the blessing of the Lord 
with them. If, however, we are not favour- 
ed with revivals, there are signs of life and 
gradual prosperity.” 

Native Church. This little society, which 
was for many years under the pastoral care 
of Mr. Pearce, is superintended during his 
absence by Mr. C. C. Aratoon (generally 
called Mr. Carapiet). He is assisted by our 
worthy native brother Sujatali, who sustains 
the office of Deacon, and also takes his turn 
in preaching, ‘The church meets in a small 
brick chapel, in which service is held twice 
on the Sabbath, besides week-day services. 

In December 1836, it consisted of twenty 
two members. In February two were ex- 
cluded for continued non-attendance on the 
means of grace, but two others who had been 
formerly excluded, were gladly re-admitted 
to communion. In April two more persons, 
one a native and the other an East Indian, 
were baptized by Mr. Penney, and added to 


the church, and others have since been ac- 
cepted as candidates. 

In a letter from brother Sujatali, he ac- 
knowledges the receipt of a Bengali letter to 
the church, written by Mr. Pearce during 
the voyage, and says, ‘It was read at our 
church-meeting in May, Mr, Carapiet and 

' most of the members being present. It has 
produced much gladness in myself and the 
other members, since by it we are led to 


perceive that your love for us has not waxed |. 


cold, and that indeed it knows no change ; 
for this we desire to offer you. our sincere 
and grateful thanks,” ; 
Respecting the writer of the above, Mr. 
Carapiet says, “Our valuable and wor 
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morning and afternoon, and on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Friday mornings; these 
services are conducted in our Bungalow 
chapels, built by the road side, or in the 
open air. Through the extreme heat of the 
weather, many destructive fires took place 
in Calcutta during the last hot season, In 
one of them, our Jan Bazar Chapel, which 
was constructed with wooden pillars and 
beams, and was thatched with straw, was 
consumed by fire, with its forms, desk, and. 
other furniture, At the date of our last 
account it was being rebuilt with brick pil- 
lars and tile roof, so as to lessen the danger 
of fire in future ; and during the interval, the 
services usually held in it were conducted 
in another similar chapel belonging to our 
Independent brethren, kindly lent by Mr. 
Lacroix. 

Mention is made of two Maulavis (learned 
men among the Mohammedans) who ap- 


peared to be inquiring after the truth, but . 


were not yet decided. 

Mr. Penney appears.much encouraged in 
his labours at the Benevolent Institution ; he 
writes as follows: ‘““I have abundance of 
work at the school. The institution set up 
by the Bishop almost next door to us has 
been given up, and the children (many of 
them old scholars) flock to us. We have 
now 200 pupils, 116 in daily attendance, 
The girls’ school under the care of Mrs. 


Robinson is now in a flourishing state, more_ 


so than I have seen it for a long time.” 
He adds, ‘*The late accounts from Ceylon 
are of a very interesting nature. 
vivals in the boarding-schools of the Ame- 


More re- 


rican brethren; indeed, their most pleasing 


accounts refer to their schools. ~Preachin: 
and teaching must go hand in hand. Fight- 
ing the enemy in the open field, and sapping 
and mining the strongholds of Satan, must 
be the work of missionaries in the East. 
“Whom we preach,” says the apostle, 
“teaching every man,” &c. 


and other works, producing pecuniary advan- 


brother does all in the church; he hardly | ha 


leaves any thing for me to do; he is the 


and Sujatali are principally en- 
They hold services on Monday 
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'| tage to the mission, are in course of execu- 
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too long for this paper; we must, therefore, 
reserve it for future insertion, We will 


merely add, that to the Sanskrit, Bengili, } 


and Hindustani, mentioned in the letter 
from the brethren before alluded to as in 
course of preparation, there is now to be 
added an edition of the New Testament in 
the modern Armenian language with marginal 
references. This is executing under the 
care of our excellent friend Mr. Carapiet, 
himself an Armenian, and from his intimate 
acquaintance with the language and literature 
of his nation, admirably adapted to this task. 

Salkiya Station. In the account of this 
station in the October Herald, reference is 
made to the baptism of an intelligent young 
man named Ram Krishna. The European 
brethren seeing in him promising talents for 
usefulness, were desirous he should devote 
himself to the spiritual good of his country- 
men. At their request he preached a proba- 
tionary sermon in March last, and was 
accepted as a student for the ministry; he 
was then placed with Mr. Ellis to prosecute 
his studies. 

When this interesting conyert about 
twelve months ago first determined to pro- 
fess the name of Christ, his father disowned 
him ; his wife also refused to live with him, 
and was the next day taken away from him 
by her relations. With reference to this, Mr. 
Thomas writes, “Ram Krishna’s father is, 
in some degree, reconciled to him. The lat- 
ter has, however, failed in his efforts to get 
his wife, and I fear there is no probability of 
his ever having her restored to him, unless 
God should convert her relations. He ap- 
pears likely to turn out a valuable man.” 

Mr. Thomas, having removed to Calcutta, 
has resigned the pastoral care of the church 
at Salkiya to Mr. Ellis. 

Howrah Station. The Herald for Novem- 
ber contained a letter from Mr, Ellis, dated 
in February last, expressing his intention 
_-without delay to remove from Chitpur, and 
take up his residence at Howrah. This sta- 
tion is just opposite to Calcutta on the other 
side of the river, and between Salkiya and 
Sibpur. Here, in addition to the labours of 
the Boys’ Christian Boarding school, and the 
superintendence of a theological class, con- 


sisting of six promising students for the. 


ministry, Mr. Ellis has the care of the infant 
European and native church, formerly super- 
intended by Mr, Thomas. The following 
extracts from a letter written by Mrs. Ellis, 
dated in June last, give some interesting 
particulars of their situation and prospects. 


_ « We are very comfortably settled. v 
the house and sitnation much, and find it very 
healthy for the children. Our Boarding School 
consists of forty-six, and goes on as usual. My dear 
husband has not yet commenced a ‘Hindu school, 
as there is no room on the ground we at present 

ccupy, he fears too, he should not have time 


only seven ers, it 


ength, as although the European church here | 
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increasing labour, and that very discouraging. Mr. 
G. Pearce kindly preaches every alternate Sabbath 
and Thursday evenings. The congregation has in- 
creased, and we hope some seed will spring up. 
Mr. Thomas resigned also the native church, and 
they, with the few we had at Chitpur, form a pretty 
little number. 

“The hot season this year is the most trying I 
have experienced. We have had but one storm 
during the season. The tanks and ponds are nearly 
all dry, and the grass quite yellow; the fires. too, 
in Calcutta, and indeed all around us, have been 
awful, it looks one scene of desolation. It is com- 
puted that twelve thousand huts have been destroyed 
in Calcutta alone, and nearly every day there are 
two or three fires. Think, then, of the thousands 
of poor sufferers without a shed to screen them 
from the scorching sun. Numbers \of lives have 
been lost. About three weeks ago a fire at Howrah 
swept the whole of the salt Golahs (warehouses 
where great qnantities of salt are kept in store for 
gale by government) and two large villages in a few 
hours. 

‘*One of our chapels on this side the water was 
burnt, and several of the poor native Christians 
obliged to run to save their lives. We are anxiously 
looking for the rains, which, I trust, will prevent 
the increase of these disasters, I am thankful to 
say, our houses have not suffered, although we are 
obliged to keep two men all night on the watch. 

“Mr. G. Pearce was at Khari and Lackyantipur 
last week. The number of Christians is increasing, 
and though the inconveniences of visiting them are 
very great, he appears encouraged in his work. 

«* Perhaps some one may have mentioned to you 
that I had an attack of Cholera about three weeks 
after you left. I was confined to my bed five days, 
and have scarcely yet got my strength again. 41 am 
much thinner than when you left, and am often 
very, very unwell.” Whenve came here, I was in such 
a weak state that I was obliged to go to Calcutta, 
and stay till the house was straight here; I was not 
able to do any thing. But I am thankful to say {am 
better now.” 


JAMAICA. 
SPANISH-Town. From Mr. Phillipo, Oct. 8. 


Although my. congregation at Spanish 
Town has been considerably diminished, 
since the preaching of the word has been 


‘regularly maintained every sabbath day at 


my subordinate stations, yet I haveno reason 
to complain for want of hearers. The 
chapel is now full often to overflowing, . 
whilst on sacrament days, when some come 
from the country, the numbers that attend 
so far exceed what the chapel can accom- 
modate, that a separate service is usually 
conducted in the metropolitan school-rooms. 
Our Sabbath morning and Monday 
evening prayer-meetings, as also the attend- 
ance at our Friday evening lecture, are 
highly gratifying ; nor less so, the peace and 
harmony which still continue in the church. 
Many of our most active and devoted mem- — 


bers haye been lately called to their reward, — 


but the vacancy which their departure has 
created in our ranks, has been far more than 
supplied by others, who, it ismy ardent hope, — 
may follow them as they followed Christ, — 
The last moments of most of our departed 
friends, were tranquil; of many, they were 
happy; of some, triumphant. Angels seemed 
fajita them away, or waited to conver _ 
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their spirits to the purchased possession. 
The death of one of them, who was emi- } 
nently a brand plucked from the fire, I shall 
never forget. Although suffering extreme 
bodily anguish, she manifested a calmness 
and a composure I cannot describe, and 
literally sat and sang herself away to ever- 
lasting bliss. Whilst however I have been 
surrounded by these gratifying evidences 
that my feeble labours have not been in 
vain, I trust I have never forgotten to re- 
cognize the power of Him in their produc- 
tion, to whom alone it is due. ‘Bless the 
Tord, O my soul, and all that is within me 
bless his holy name!” : 

The Metropolitan School in all its different 
departments, continues to be a very great 
blessing to the town and neighbourhood. It 
is in all respects prosperous, and continues 
to increase in importance and public estima- 
tion. The teachers, both male and female, 
as well as the young persons in training, are 
natives of colour. Youare perhaps aware 
that the girls’ department of the day-school 
is supported by the Ladies Central Negro 
Friend Society. For the support of the 
boys’ division I am responsible, as well as 
for £400 sterling, due as the last instalment 
for the building. 

Such a weight of responsibility, having 
no prospect of relief from it, but in the 
sympathy and aid of British Christians, which 
from distanceof place and other circumstances, 
too frequently occasions all the bitterness of 
hope deferred, I am often nearly bowed 
down. O that Christians, the advocates of 
social order, and the friends of the oppressed 
bondman, would come forth more generally 
and generously to our aid. 

At Passage Fort every thing with regard 
to the congregation and general aspect of the 
stations, continues as interesting as hereto- 
fore. The interior of the chapel is not yet 
fitted up, but the people are trying to do 
what they can to liquidate the debt already 
incurred in the erection, as preparatory to 
the efforts necessary for its completion. 

This station was for some time favoured 
with the occasional services of my friend, 
the Rey. James Thomson of the Bible 
Society, who with his amiable wife resided 
for a time upon the premises. Within these 

ae last two or three months the people have 
ee been blest from sabbath to sabbath, with 
> the faithful and valued ministrations of 
Captain ——, of whom I have spoken in 
former letters; brother Taylor and myself 
not being able to visit them more frequently 
than the last sabbath of every month, _ 
_ Here, as at Spanish Town, several schools 
_ are in active and efficient operation. An 
evening school, composed principally of 
ults, one comprising children in daily 
dance, and a sabbath-school. All, how- 
I deeply regret to say, struggle under 
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| thatched - cottage, consisting of tw 


furniture. The sight was r 
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serious disadvantages arising from inadequate 
support. ; 

The state and prospects of the station at 
Sligoville, have far exceeded my expecta- 
tions. So inadequate has the chapel or 
school-house been for some time past, 
although but lately erected, to the accom- 
modation of the multitudes who resort to 
it for worship, that some place of general se- 
curity from the sunand rain became at length 
absolutely necessary. The erection of a tem- 
porary shed was at first proposed, but on a 
promise of the congregation to furnish and 
bring to the spot, the wood material, I 
pledging myself that the children of the 
schools should collect the stones, another 
chapel and school house more than twice the 
size of the former was speedily begun, and 
at the end of this week, will, it is anticipated, 
be nearly covered in, both children and 
adults having. faithfully performed their 
stipulations. Labour, however, forms the 
principal item of expense in all such under- 
takings, and therefore I shall still have 
enough to do in endeavouring to provide 
pecuniary means. 

Here are four schools in operation, con- 
ducted by a master and mistress, and all I 
may say, without support, except the one 
designated the Commemorative Adult In- 
stitution, which is kindly supported by a 
society of ladies and gentlemen at Peckham. 

Kitsondale, formerly Red Hills station, I 
regret to say, is still unoccupied, owing to 
inability to purchase an eligible spot of 
land, or to rent a house in which for a time 
the worship of God could be carried on. 
The district is a very important one, and, 
having been almost incessant in my inquiries 
after a suitable spot to purchase, one of my 
members having furnished me with twenty 
pounds towards it, I am in daily expectation 
of intelligence which will justify the hope 
of my being able to found here also a per- 
manent missionary station. ; 

On Saturday evening last, according to 
previous arrangement, I had the pleasure to 
open a new station, which is subordinate to 
the one at Sligoville, having been solicited 
so to do, as well by proprietors in the dis-— 
trict, as by the mass of apprentices. 

A respectable free man has notonly granted 
me the use of his house gratuitously, for 
the purpose of public worship, but has gene- 
rously offered it for occupation on the same 
terms by a school ; whilst he and his friends — 
have at the same time erected and set apart — 
exclusively forthe minister’s use, a neatl 
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and provided with every necessa 


but more so the enthusiasm - 
was welcomed by the crowds of p 
came from the spot to meet m 

gregation was much larger tl 
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would contain, and accordingly a booth con- 
structed of posts and plantain leaves, was 
framed as a piazza round it. On the follow- 
ing morning nearly all the congregation 
followed me to Sligoville, where, excepting 
members, it being sacrament day, scarcely a 
tithe of the assembled multitude could ob- 
tain shelter from the sun, or be accommo- 
dated with seats. The neighbourhood of the 
house I occupied on Saturday evening, is 
highly eligible for a mission station. Several 
large properties are here so concentrated as 
to present the appearance, and form the ad- 
vantages of a town; whilst no other means 
for the spiritual benefit of the people exist, 
and the principal inhabitants are liberal and 
friendly. 

The poor people being at length gratified 
with the prospect of an occasional service 
on a Saturday evening, are now anxious for 
me to avail myself of the kind offer of my 
host, and at once establish a school among 
them both for adults and children; Day, 
Evening and Sabbath. I told them I could 
not support a teacher. They implored me 
to try. So deeply as I am involved already, 
what canI do? Myeyesare fixedimploringly 
on England for help. An establishment con- 
sisting of these three schools, or departments. 
could be supported for £50 sterling per 
annum, 

Fatmoutu. Mr. Knibb has been se- 
verely tried by the death of his eldest son, 
an interesting youth of twelve or thirteen 
years of age, who was removed after a 
short illness ; but amidst parental sorrow, 
he perseveres in diligent and successful 
exertions for the benefit of souls around 
him. <A public meeting has been held at 
Falmouth, to commemorate the anniver- 
sary of his school, in which several of the 
magistrates kindly took a part. Respect- 
ing the agency which he employs in car- 
rying on his various labours, he says: 

“TI have seventy helpers who conduct 
prayer-meetings. 1 have thirty deacons, all 
of whom engage in prayer and other meet- 
ings, and exhort their fellow-Christians. I 
have three school-masters, one of whom 
preaches every Sabbath, while the other two 
conduct the public worship of God every 
Lord’s day, combining it with teaching the 
young, and reading a sermon, or sometimes 
making a few remarks, with about twenty 
active Sabbath school teachers, who are doing 
all they can. Two young men have been 
sent from the church who are now fully oc- 
cupied in teaching, and two others are train- 
ing. So that three Sabbath schools, and 
three day schools, and three evening schools, 
are in constant operation, while three cha- 
pels in a dense population of full 16,000 
persons, are constantly opened. I have had 
to build the school-rooms and chapels, and 
have now to maintain the stations. The 
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only way in which it is possible to train 
these young persons is in schools, they are 
married and must be supported, nor has the 
least habit of thought ever been theirs. I 
worked my way through a school, and if 
those we have employed act properly, they 
are quite as efficiently employed as they can 
be. As to teaching them, I have no time if 
I had the talents. Constant preaching; the 
supply of the stations and schools; the re- 
dressing the injuries of the poor people; and 
the general interests of the mission, engross 
all my time. That _men will arise here I 
have no doubt, and I shall hail the day, but 
education must precede it,” 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 
YORKSHIRE, WEST RIDING. 

During the month of September, the West 
Riding of Yorkshire was favoured with a 
visit from the Rev. Dr. Cox, W. H. Pearce, 
and George Thompson, Esq., the eloquent 
friend of the Negro, as a deputation on be- 
half of the Baptist Mission. At Bromley, 
Farsley, Gildersome, Halifax, Haworth, 
Horsforth, Leeds, Shipley, Stanningley, and 
Wakefield, the deputation were welcomed 
with the utmost kindness and hospitality by 
the respective ministers and congregations, 
and pleaded the cause with great ability and 
success. The services were exceedingly, 
animated and instructive; the congregations 
were all numerous, and most of them 
crowded ; the collections, considering the 
melancholy depression of trade, were truly 
liberal, and an interest, on behalf of the 
Mission, has been excited, in this part of the 
country, which we trust will never be per- 
mitted to sink. Besides the above-men- 
tioned churches, Salendine Nook, Slack 
Lane, and Rishworth, kindly ' forwarded 
contributions to the same object, and the 
friends at Rawden offered their place for a 
public meeting, if the deputation could have 
stopped sufficiently long for the purpose. 


LINCOLNSHIRE, 
From Dr. Perrey to the Secretary. 
-. Boston, Nov. 17. 
The deputation from the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, the Rev. Eustace Carey 
and the Rev. W. Upton, have now com- 
pleted their tour in Lincolnshire. Before 
leaving that county, they publicly expressed 
their cordial satisfaction with the kind re- 
ception they every where experienced, and - 
their gratification at the increasing zeal and — 
liberality displayed by our churches in re- 
gard to the Missionary cause, In truth, a 
very brief statement of facts will serve to 
show our past progress, and may lead to 
encourage renewed and increased exertion 
for the ensuing year. Formerly the depu- 
tation was content with paying us only a — 
biennial visit, now they come into the county 
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every year, and that notwithstanding the 
Secretary of the Baptist Home Mission also 
visits us annually. In the year 1835, your 
annual report stated the contributions from 
Lincolnshire at about £38, last year they 
were above £92, and this year they have 
reached £132. In 1835, only three places 
in the county were visited by the deputation; 
but this year collections have been made in 
no less than eleven towns and villages, in 
which the deputation were assisted by the 
following Baptist brethren, the Rev. Messrs. 
Craps, Marston, Rowe, Bull, Wilson, Jones, 
and Margerum, Mr. Lillycrop and Dr. Perrey, | 
and also by several respectable ministers of 
the Independent and other persuasions. It 
is observable, that while several new places 
have been visited, nearly all the others have 
increased the amount of their contributions ; 
and when it is considered that we have only 
six churches in our recently formed associa- 
tion, containing about three hundred and 
thirty members, it will be seen that had we 
contented ourselves with raising only one 
penny per week, on the average, for each 
member, the total amount from Lincolnshire 
must have been very inconsiderable indeed. 
We may, therefore, hope that other, older 
and more flourishing associations, will 
scarcely be contented with contributing so 
small a proportion to the Missionary fund. 
Let them try to break up new ground in 
every direction, and gather contributions 
from places and people who have hitherto 
been exempted only because we are too 
prone to despise the day of small things. 
With earnest prayer for the rapid increase 
and permanent prosperity of the Mission, 
: A. PERREY. 
Our last number contained an acknow- 
ledgment ofa donation of one hundred pounds 
towards our Translation fund. It_was in- 
tended at the same time to print the brief 
and modest letter from the anonymous 
friend who made the generous gift, but the 
crowded state of our columns prevented it. 
We insert it, therefore, now, as we cannot 
allow our readers to be deprived of the in- 
struction naturally suggested by the perusal. 


To Mr. Dyer. 
. Rev. Sir, Edinburgh, Oct. 23, 1837. 
; A few years ago a pious father in B., who 
had a large family to bring up, and whose 
means at that time were but small, in the 
exercise of faith in that Providence which 
had formerly provided for him, and which 
he trusted would still provide for him and 
o his, gave me one hundred pounds t 
‘mence business on my own account. “On 
thanking my father, he desired me to let my 
gratitude ascend to heaven, for it was only 
me: part of what God had lent him, and to God | 
‘Twas the debtor. Since that time it has 
= pleased God to bless my endeavours, so 
that I am now able to return it to the cause 
of Him who gave it. Among the many 
ess, _ 
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| of calling that health will admit. 


answer to the appeal, I find the result tc 
| as follows:— eat 
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excellent objects embraced in Missionary 
operations, I conceive none to be of greater 
importance than a faithful translation of the 
Scriptures into the various languages of the 
world, and as the Bible Society have with- 
drawn their support from the translations 
made by our Missionary brethren in the 
East, I now remit £100 to be employed in 
giving to the world a faithful translation of 
the Word of God, and may He who has so 
far prospered this sum in my hands, bless it 
more abundantly in promoting that cause to 
which it is now devoted, and to his name 
shall be all the glory. R. 8. 


From Mr. W. H. Pearce. 

Denmark Hill, Dec. 13. 1837. 
My dear Friend, 

In my letter published in the November 
Herald, it is mentioned, that Dr. Hoby and 
myself, had just come up to London, tomake 
our appeal on behalf of India, to the tried 
liberality of the friends of missions in the 
metropolis and its neighbourhood. To 
satisfy the inquiries of many liberal sup- 
porters, who are anxious for the accomplish- 
ment of the object we have all at heart, it 
appears right briefly to relate our proceed- 
ings and success since that period. 

After sending out a large number of ap- 
peals and circulars, explaining fully the ob- 
ject contemplated, my colleague and myself 
proceeded to call on those to whom they 
were addressed. We prosecuted this plan 
for three weeks, during which we obtained 
subscriptions to the amount of £500. At 
the end of this period, Dr. Hoby was obliged 
to return to his pastoral charge at Birming- 
ham ; and owing to the necessary fatigue 
and exposure to which my enfeebled con-— 
stitution was unequal, I was taken ill, and 
was obliged at once to intermit my exertions, 
Though now, through divine merey, much 
better in general health, I am yet troubled, 
(among other things) with a severe affection 
of the throat, which to the present day for- 
bids all exposure to the weather. I have — 
therefore been unable to call upon the greater — 
number of those to whom the circulars were _ 
addressed, and have in consequence only — 
received a few donations, sent toour worthy 
Treasurer’s by generous friends. If any — 
others who see this notice will forward their 
contributions also, to-you or myself, I shall 
feel greatly obliged, Upon all who do not 
send, I shall take the earliest opportunity _ 


Taking into account all that has been su 
scribed, either conditionally or otherw 


Total amount pledged to the object, if 
only five missionaries are sent a - £2750-— 
urther sum promised, if a larger 
amount be raised, so as to accom- = 
plish more of the object proposed. .— 


MISSIONARY HERALIY 


To complete £5000, (being the amount 
required to secure the sending out of ten 
missionaries by the committee, £1600 more 
therefore, are necessary, and on obtaining 
the whole of this sum depends not only in 
part the £650 above mentioned, but also 
£50, being one half the donation generously 
promised by the Rev. W. Knill, and £100, 
a contribution most handsomely offered on 
this express condition, by the Rev. Dr. Reed; 
together with a still more munificent dona- 
tion of £1000, from an unknown friend, as 
will be seen in the following announcement, 


-“A friend, by Dr. Hoby, £500 in June, 


1838, and a subsequent contribution to the 
same amount, in three months afterwards, 
provided the entire object ts carried into effect ; 
the design of the donor being, that in addi- 
tion to the sending ten missionaries, the 
building, as specified by Mr. Pearce, esti- 
mated at £1000, (namely, a chapel with a 
large school room underneath, shall be 
erected—total £1000.” 
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The friends of missions will therefore per- 
ceive, that if the £1600 yet needed to com- 
plete the object be not contributed, we shall 
be exposed to the loss of £1800 besides, 
which is cheerfully offered by liberal donors, 
on condition that others also shall exert them- 
selves according to their ability. The intel- 
ligence contained in this month’s Herald af- 
fords satisfactory evidence of the pressing 


need of more labourers in Bengal, and of 


the abundant blessing which may in due time 
be anticipated, if the church, without delay, 
will send out a goodly number of devoted 
associates to the help of those already in the 
field. No other representations surely are 
needed to satisfy those who have the means 
of promoting this latter object, as to the 
duty and privilege of their doing so. May 
he who has the hearts of all men in his 
hands, and who will hereafter graciously 
reward every effort made for his glory, in- 
spire his people with a determination at 
once to secure its accomplishment. 
W. H. Pearce. 


Contributions received on Account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from No- 
vember 20 to December 20, 1837, not including individual subscriptions : 


pe Subscriptions, &c., by Mr. J. W. 
Seaiotaleato eis eiainisia eistcias ciate eiaieiees ee 11 4 
Henley on ‘Thames, Rev. J. Rowland’s, 
Collection, by Rev. J. H. Hinton .. 6 11 6 
Llangollen (North Wales), by Rev. John 
epichardan canara et aoe gare 310 0 
Langham, Collection, &c., by Rev. E. 
NCABGY Bea gg eo ius scnnnss ya ea ve eae Ly Cae Gea: 
Walworth, Part of a Collection at Rev. 
George CYAYtOD' Bah. tess os eerie ole LA 
Ford Forge, Baptist Church, by ‘Mr. : 
RObSOR Soe capa air os ee rin alee e 6 0 
Aberystwith, Calvinistic Methodist 
Friends, by Mr. J. Jones ..° ...... 20 0 0 
_ East Mersea, Collected by Mrs. Rogers.. 0 11 0 


Birmingham Auxiliary, by Mr. Lepard, 


Treasurer: _ 

Birmingham Subscriptions... 19 16 
Collections; 2:9: tsisti05 43 7 
Cannon Street.... ....,. 108 6 
Pond Streets... sacs casnee 91 17 

3 Mount Zion’ ........600 14 14 

BYIGGNOray chicg-. ss velee > ode 21:18 

COVENITY . ,cececccssseseseeee 58 16 

Cradley arn es cigs 2.12 
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28 14 
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| Oldbury.....-+-- + BOnOTS 015 
Pesradencs Chapel .. pres Sit: 74 
Summer Hill........ aves glen ss = 
DOV ce era liaereesietifaicks vo/4s\sra'elsletetae ame eee 
Willenhall ....+..++++++s050+ T 0 

411 0 1 
P ly acknowledged.. .. 246 9 8 

reviously ae Babel nr ory, 


Hotginghamshire, hy Mr. pers : 
Nottingham ............. 78 14 
Sutton Ashfield.......... 4 13 
- Calverton and Woodborough 0 16 
BUSDI  naesiicdainelee oe ooh bBo 
Southwell .... ¢ 
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Leketerire Auxiliary, — Mr, ‘Goltier 
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: epete in. 


He ie eae § : 


TS. seereeeee 
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BOSTON. (oc 03s cree 2 ae 41 6 
ATHSD YM a eiieec cesta LORE 
BIADY aisle erosing covey ASAD cee 
Monks Kirby iis scsi aga” > Pore 
Husbands s Bosworth ..... 216 0 
56 0 0 
3 6 0° 
4 3 
0 0 
1955 1-39 
Derbyshire, &c. by Rev. W. Hawkins: 
Der yf tig ctilecwesine cadevs 401p ne 
Burton ..s.ctiebice Mio v0 6 de 
— 5717 0 


Crayford Female Association, by Mr. 


fete (ll Seem cee erry ee or 10 0 0 
Cornwall Auxiliary, by Mr. Spasshatt . 1s 0 0 
St. Ninians (R. B.) Relief Congrega-— — : 

tion, by Mr. Johnston ............ 5 0 6 
Bow, by Rev. W. Norton............. 1012 0 
South Wales, Collected by Rey. S. : 

Nicholson, T. Roberts, and D. Davies 
Glamorganshire. 

Merthyr) peitetececlt Pere emer Ca») 

Dowlats < ..:cssaiesosice erste el Oe 

Cwmfelin..... Brareteta ciecotctelc eas Owe oanea ED 

Hirwaunn. 010 0 

Newbridge... 912 6 

Dinas .. 212 8% 

Hengoed. 3-0 0 

Cae 3°94 6 

Cardiff. .... 27 0 Of 

Wiaintrodatt) «.idns:s-cse nce 1 3.0 

Llysfaen .....,..--+++.... 015 0 

Cowbridge.......3.....5 Picea sal ean) 

Bridgend... .s¢yeececew ype AO 3 
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Caermarthenshire. - Treletert,.....ceseccvecers 210 6 
Llwynhendy ..,...-..++++ 1 3 Of Beulah ,....+.« os aire see 37 4 
Felinfoel 212 0 Fishguard. ...... secseees 13 10 11 
Llanelli cee a chs Ao ga Pads) | Tabor |. .'. ow sesreneener Sesel en eee 
Llandilo.... 013 0 Jabez .s<\asdebletiale ses o ask | gS 
Cwmifor . 5 0 0 Newport... so.sjeeerls ois ss stoes an See 
Caermarthen ...........-. 30 6 73 Blaenyffos.. .... w17 
BXbenOZer 5... oie case's veeees 1556 Bethabbara ie de! € 
Rbydwilyp, vie. scesccasee 7 4 Cilfowir ... i10 0 
PRE ODOM igtneia ca. ss eoedess Tele oS sethel......+. RTs 
Newcastle rege Re occ kOe On 10 Hermon......--.+eseceees 2 6 Oy 
Ffynnon Henry .. Size phd TO Blaenywaun ......+-.--++9 15 4 6 
Drefach . Remi eie! 12 0 Penybryn ........+-+++-+- 212 0 7 
Perrybout, Landysil ates 2 3.0 ; ————— 1 Oe 
FL GDUOR IT yodurs o:4}0.s10\e/niprunievene Ome. Cardiganshire; 
Bethel and Salem...... 126 Cardigan.......cecse.00e+ 45 5 TH 
Bwlchgygut & Bwchnewydd 1 0 2 Penypark vise, ssc csectaee 310 4 
Aberduar i... cstaces biiwiaa's 4 2 73 Ferwig.dsae-txsresasah se £ LZ 56S 
Pembrokeshire. 82 13 3% Ebenezer, as ag 116 6 
Ffynnon....... AB OAGeuctan 11 8 0 Sion Chapel ...........2+++ 2 430 
Oarmel’ Adele stereo’ via 110 0 Penywed ., - 014 90 
Narberth: 2 epwities a sjoeaiae.c 1510 0 Llanrystyd ‘ Pst - pleco 
Pembroke: | .ivse. ss .2 ONS 44 Tal yHONt “veces cesses ee -<seD 
Pembroke Dock .......... 23.16 52 Swyddflynnon ............ F Omal 
MMalfordee' cess «cease as" 715.0 DOMECE Boos ve kuiscesivevecses 05 0 
Haverfordwest ........ deta LOO O570 Penrhyncock:............-. 212 8 
Galilee cress ays ie Scie esnie'sie 0 5 0 Aberystwyth ......+.+.---. 24 6 6 
Southdairy atcswesns cs. OF C0 ——§3 19 8 
Graesgochh... 0. .00--0 oe EAT O 
Middlemill ........... Saini tone 595 18 94 
Tlanvloffan’ herve sek cess 36 4 6 ® £3 from the church at Ebenezer, Pembroke- 
PUATMODY. eels es coe sd seca sase0 shire, was omitted in the last Annual Report, 
Additional Contributions towards sending out Ten Missionaries to India. 
* Mr. G. Deane, for first five | Anonymous .........0--.065 10 0 0 
Si MissiQn x16 coryecctew aware 5 0 0 R. B. Beddome, Esq. ....... Lo 0 
* W. P. Bartlett, Esq.. fordo. 10 0 0 C. J. Tosswill, Esq........ te AO orn 
*T, Hepburn, Esq., fordo... 210 0 Je TiO Wig BORG ins eiklore vig oth ayers 200 
* Edward Smith, Esq. fordo. 10 0 0 H. Kemble, Esq., M. P52. ead 
* A Friend, Milbank, fordo..° 10 0 0 Thomas Bliss, Esq sre ee ate a's OPO RE 
* Mr. H. Grassweller, fordo. 210 0 J. Bousfield, Esq ..... es cies ee Oe ee 
* J. Sheppard, Esq.......... 10 0 0 S. Bagster, Esq.............- ee ih) 
WielBoydy Esq. oo .6csies s saohhee 10770020) Mr. Jo RaRetet sev eseetonesas Tore 
T. Pewtress, Esq............. 10 0 0 Myr. Us Bagster. sic sjapencee col 010 0 
Mrs. Broadley jean 30 0 0 J. Trueman, Esq. Walthamstow 5 0 0 
G. Moore, Esq ., 100 M. G. Jones, Esq 20 0 0 ; 
Mr. S. Jackson... 100 J. Bell, Esq.. r ie ; 
Rey. H. Townley. an 200 Mrs. Oldham. . ae eee Reroro! 
Mrs J NWS)! Si gesicien easy) S020 E. N. Thornton........ peo OF 
Si Jackson; Esq........:.0008 5 0. 0 AICS ie ciametere oiprclatee are 010 0 
W. Collins, Esq. ....4+.+.44. 30 0 0 T. Blyth, Bsa. Langham .... 10 0 0 . 
J. Radley, Esqi........ 1010 0 Sheffield, by Rev. C - Larom = Cae : ¥ 
Mrs. Davies, althamstow ... » § 0 0 Mrs. Bowman :....000.40 20 0.0. Sj 
J; Gouldsmith, Esq..e.-+.... 5 0 0 Mrs, Cutler 4.0.5. <i BoOkBni et a 
Ms ELODY A> sis create ne a HE tO 20.08 John Wilson, Esq ....... 5 0 0 1 a 
A Friend a) Giant Liss seat OU OO Rey. Joshua Russell, Medksham 50 0 0 4 
G. Bennett, Es hs hacia ag’ Ow0 Henry Kelsall, Esq. Ree teet . 200 0 0 A 
N. E. Sloper, Ginga 5 00 Aliquis ieee Serie get Bere AQ) 
A Friend, Finsbury Square . 200 a tee Friends PI 110 6 S 
Ss iG sie eERd amram owe ois 5 0.0" ree F. Winks, Leicester .. 010 0 f 
Edward Hay Brae, Esq ...... 10 0 0 G. Maliphant, Esq. AA e See p. 
Miss Ri. Simith te Nteciacdes aa 1) 08 J. S. Elliott, Esq....7.. 3ho." 8) Oe q 
Mrs. Paynter......... 110 J. Westhead, Esq., Manchester 1 1 0 ~ . 
+J. Penny, Esq., for first two ‘A Friend, Vaurhall.......... 2 2. a see 
_ Missionaries ........... 5 0 0 ! Two Young Friends, do...... 010 4. saa 
H. Waymouth, Esq ......... 10°0 0 Joseph Gutteridge, Esq...... 50 0 0 r 
Mr. Hob Dakin let. 2 0 0° Miss Gutteridge ............ 00 
Mr Benj, Obrevcesssesescsc. Ll 1-0 Mrs. Wedd, Shes sss 0 0 
Mrew oatchenivessetenm eee 100 Miss Jacobson, Do SE “A ak a 
Hi. Robarts, Esq \.30.ci..0006 12 OO Samuel Salter, Esq., Do. 00 
Mr. J. Haddon .,............ 3 3 0 Miss Sarah S sito Dian 0 0 
t 039 


_ * Those marked thus*, will give an equal amount 
for the remaining five missionaries proposed, so Miss E. Stating 
soon as the first five are on their way to the East. Mrs. W Bousfiel 

+ Mr. P. will give an equal amount for every | Love 
succeeding two Missionaries, as soon as appointed. | 


Errata. { our last number, instead of £8. 0s. 7d. from iach 
é a £1. Te received from Horsington, ae omitted | in the lis i on a oe 
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Subscriptions and Donations received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, Walworth; by the 
Rev. J. DyER, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street; and the Rev. 
STEPHEN Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. Minuarp, Bishopsgate 
Street ; Sanpers, 104, Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE & Co., Bankers, Bank 
Buildings; Burts & Co., Lothbury ; by the Rev. C. ANDERSON, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. 
InnEs, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev.. J. Forp, 1, Rathmines-road, Dublin; by Mr. 
J. Horxins, Bull Street, Birmingham ; by Mr. J. H. Auten, Norwich; and by any Baptist 
Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


In the Month of June last, as is already known to our readers, the stations of the 
Society in Ireland were visited by a deputation from the Committee, consisting of the 
Secretary, and the Rev. J. Davis, of: Church Street, Blackfriars. The object_proposed 
was chiefly to obtain, on the respective spots, such information as would direct in rendering 
the labour of the Society’s Agents as effective as possible. The Committee are increas- 
ingly convinced, that to do permanent good in that country, the gospel must be freely 
preached—the Churches already existing strengthened—and others established wherever 
it may please God to crown the ministration of his word with success. And it is due to 
the brethren who went to say, that they have brought home a mass of important informa- 
tion, upon which several alterations are now being effected, and others will in due time be 
proposed, likely, under God’s blessing, to make the Society take that stand in the approach- 
ing moral change in Ireland, to which it is adapted both by the purity of its principles, and 
the simplicity of its aim. 

-— From their report the following statement is taken :— z 


which Ireland—from east to west, from north 


Ir will not of course be expected, that your 
deputation should say much of the country 
- itself—a country more beautiful, perhaps, than 

almost any other of equal extent—nor will it 
be deemed requisite, that they should speak 
of its political condition 5 this is a subject for 
other men ; yet itis impossible not to feel, as 
the dull and sickening uniformity of Ireland’s 
wretchedness passes under review, that some 
gigantic evil is at work, impairing its strength 
and consuming its vitals. This evil may be 
political or it may be moral, or partly both, 
‘No patriot, no enlightened Christian, can re- 
fuse to examine it, or be backward to employ 
every possible effort to limit and neutralize its 
unhappy influence. The deputation are un- 
willing to say any thing which can involve 
the Society in’ those party questions with 


to south—is so fearfully agitated. They 
could not, however, close their eyes to the 
melancholy indications of some deeply-seated 
mischief universally presented. The entire 
absence, except in a few towns, of that mid- 


| dle class of the people which forms the ——— 


strength of a country—the deep and squalid 
poverty of the thousands pouring forth from 
the countless huts or cabins—the listless in- 
dolence of multitudes (though alarge portionof _ 
their fields are uncultivated ; though scarcely 
aman or woman among them is more than 
half clothed)—the mutual suspicion—the ig- 
norance —the drunkenness and Sabbath- 
breaking, which abound—could not but show, 
that Ireland is pre-eminently the land in 


| which to develop the energies of a benevolent 


& 


= 
a 
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philanthropy, an enlightened statesmanship, 
and a liberal, well-directed, and ardent 
Christianity. A fairer field on which politi- 
cal economy may gather her laurels, or the 
religion of Jesus Christ exhibit its power, 
can scarcely be desired, 

Harly in June, the brethren above men- 
tioned, proceeded first to Dublin. They had 
not time to inquire further than into the 
state and prospects of our own denomina- 
tion. In this city it was gratifying to see that, 
under the labour of our esteemed brother 
Ford, the Church lately meeting in Swift’s 
Alley, are recovering from depression. They 
meet in a large room in Sackville Street, 
having disposed of their old mecting-house, 
as a preparatory step to the erection of a new 
one in an eligible spot which had been pro- 
cured. Mr, Green preached’ morning and 
evening of June 11, to acongregation deemed 
pretty good. 

Here a gentleman from Belfast, who was 
present at worship, earnestly entreated that a 
visit might be made to that place, a few friends 
being exceedingly desirous of obtaining as- 
sistance in establishing a Baptist Church 
there, But this had to be declined, partly 
because it did not fall in with the object of 
the deputation, to visit the North of Ireland, 
and partly because the funds of the Society 
would not permit the hope to be entertained 
of a vigorous effort there at present. 


Mr. Davis had proceeded to Athlone, a large 
town at the extreme boundary of the province 


of Leinster, where Mr. Hamilton has been- 


placed by the Society for nearly two years 
past, He seems to be labouring with encou- 
raging success. In a convenient room in his 
own house he preaches regularly on Lord’s 
days, and on Monday and Friday evenings, 
to about thirty persons. A church has been 
formed of eleven members, with which the 
deputation met for conference ; \ they were 
highly pleased with the spirituality and devo- 
tion of this infant society. Two or three 
young persons, who have since been baptized, 
were inquiring the way to Zion, with their 
faces thitherward. Our brother Hamilton 
has been made useful to several young peo- 
ple. He is engaged, with the assistance of 
some of them, in conducting a Sunday-school, 
which Mr, Davis examined, and found to be 
well-conducted and useful institution. It 
contained 15 children—a small number 
truly ; but it must be remembered, that what- 
“ever our day-schools contain, Sunday-schools 
have no children of Catholics in them, The 
; concurrent opinion of persons of observation 
in the town is, that if Brother H. had a 
_ meeting-house, his congregation might con- 
a siderably increase—and the deputation could 
__ Rot but encourage him in attempting to ob- 
or ‘pe one ; though, as the funds of the Society 
_ have never been devoted to the erection of 


“a ‘ ? 


| want of evident success may perhaps be 


is announced—the people ass 


wise, or he thinks so, from the extent of 


places of worship, but only to support religi- 
gious instruction, they were not at liberty to 
promise him direct aid. 

At Raharney, in county Longford, Mr. 
Hamilton frequently preaches. He has un- 
der his care, in that place, a small church 
of 5 members, of whom he speaks well. In 
several other places, also, he is engaged, as 
he finds opportunity, in preaching the word. 
He has but one day-school—that at Athlone, 
—and no reader under his superintendence, 
partly from his recent introduction to the sta- 
tion. 


In their way, the deputation called at Kill- 
beggan, the residence of Mr. M’Carthy, one 
of the oldest agents of the society ; but they 
had to regret his absence from home, on one 
of his preaching excursions. Mrs. M’C. 
they found in a distressing condition as to 
health—crippled and benumbed in almost 
every limb and joint—and suffering often 
extreme pain, but pouring forth, with anima- 
tion and energy, the overflowing joys with 
which religion inspires her heart. In this 
place, Mr. M’C. occasionally preaches in ~ 
connexion with ministers of other denomina- 
tions, in his own house. The old Baptist 
Church at Rahue, in Westmeath—containing 
28 members—that at Ferbane, Westmeath, 
one at Abbeylieux, and one at Moate, were 
all under his care ; the two latter have since 
been placed, one under Thomas Berry, long 
employed at Ballina and the vicinity, and ~ 
one under Mr. Hamilton, being rearer to his 
residence than to Killbeggan. Mr. M’C.,, 
whom the deputation afterwards met. at 
Athlone, stated that his Lord’s days were 
equally divided among these churches—one 
or two of them meeting at other times than 
when he is with them. His week evening 
services are distributed among these and 
many other places. Perhaps from 150 to 
200 persons hear from him, every week, the 
gospel of Christ. That he preaches in vain 
is not to be imagined. Many, the fruits of 
his ministry, are, or have been, in commu- 
nion with one or other of his churches— 
though Mr, M. deplores greatly the removal 
of a.considerable-number who, he hopes, 
were receiving the truth—some from fear of 
their Catholic neighbours, some, and no won- _ 
der, in the hope of bettering their condition 
in another land, ; i 7~ 

The deputation offer only facts, not 
opinions, still they cannot help saying 
on this, as well as on another field of 
labour to be mentioned presently, tha’ 


Tees 


traced to the fugitive nature of the sepa} 
made. The preacher arrives ata s 


preaches—and goes on ; he can do. noo} 


field, Would that every man loca 


1 
‘ 
j 


’ 
* 
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best feelings, its musical inflexions, 
putation were assured, when conversing with | 
gentlemen well-informed on this subject, that’ 
the English language is increasingly used, 
but the Irish has not declined in equal 
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labours more; plied them more assiduously 
over a smaller sphere ; bestowing a continu- 
ous attention upon the same spot. From 
hence, and not from such widely diffused 
exertions, the good is to be anticipated. 

Tullamore, the county town of King’s 
County, was visited on the 12th of June. 
Here the Socicty has a day-school, which 
seemed to be pretty well conducted. It is 
occasionally visited by two clergymen of the 
town. Mr. M’C. preaches in it once a fort- 
night. But why should we be content with 
so slender an effort as this for a place contain- 
ing nearly 7000 inhabitants, and but inade- 
quately supplied with the preaching of the 
gospel ? 

Two other schools, Clonshanny and Moate, 
under Mr. M’Carthy’s care, were examined, 
both of which, but particularly the former, 
were thought capable of improvement. 


From this vicinity, the deputation pro- 
ceeded by Roscommon and Elphin to Boyle. 
Elphin, it is well-known, is the residence of 
the bishop of the diocese, under that name— 
it is a considerable town. The brethren 
passed through on a market-day—the first 
Irish market. they had seen. They were 
struck with the vast number of persons attend- 
ing the market— it seemed as if all the 
country round were pouring its inhabitants 
into the town. Every man who had a pig, 
or a few bushels of potatoes — every woman 
who had half a dozen eggs, or a few pounds 
of butter—the whole trade for several miles 
round, was transferred to the town. The 
deputation stayed a short time, partly to ascer- 
tain, from actual observation, the extent to 
which the Irish language is used among the 
people in their intercourse with each other; 
so far as they could learn, it was all but universal. 


The people addressed them, indeed, in good | 


English, and could thoroughly well under- 
stand all their conversation with them; but 
whenever they addressed each other, the 
Irish. was the dialect they used ; and what 
the brethren observed at Elphin, was equally 
observed in almost every concourse of people 
at markets or fairs, of which they saw seve- 
ral during their tour, and also in the cabins. 
into which they penetrated, chiefly in the 
west and south. Surely in this—the lan- 
guage that they love—the gospel should be 
preached to the people. It is said they read 
and know the English very well. They do ; 
but they love the Irish best. Hence, though 
but few of them can read it, itis the language 
in which they think and converse. Their 
tenderest sentiments take its sounds—their 
The de- 
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topics, the people were addressed in its fa- 
vorite accents, they witnessed an attention 
and an interest which no foreign sounds could 
awaken. On this subject, an active and enter- 
prising agent of this Society, who has since 
ben removed from County Mayo to County 
Tipperary, writes : 

“Whilst I was labouring among a people 
that understood every word I spoke, I did not 
so fully perceive the advantage of an ac- 
quaintance with Irish, but since my arrival in 
this district, I have found its vast importance. 
From the difference between the Irish of 
Connaught, and that of Munster, I was at 
first obliged to speak in English; but it was 
next to impossible to convey ideas on religi- 
ous subjects by this means—few understand- 
ing me at all; and those who could keep up 
an ordinary conversation, not comprehending 
the terms peculiar to religion, as human de- 
pravity, justification, sanctification, &e. IT am 
lappy to say, that these difficulties, by fre- 
quent intercourse with the people, and other 
means, are in some measure, though not ene 
tirely removed.” 


On this subject, the excellent B. W. Noel, 
who recently travelled overthe ground taken by 
your deputation, furnishes the following illus- 
tration ; 


“Two or three years since it-was an- 
nounced in-the-town of Galway, that Mr. 
Gregg (of Bethesda chapel, Dublin) would 
preach in Irish, in the Church of that place. 
Before the service began, the Church was 
crowded, and to avoid confusion, the doors 
were closed. But hundreds of Roman Ca 
tholics outside were so anxious to hear an 
Irish sermon, that they set their shoulders 
against the doors, broke them in, and filled 
the church to suffocation, and eagerly listened | 


to the end.”’ — 


Very strongly, therefore, would the depu- 
tation recommend, if the funds of the Society» 
allowed, that talented young men from Ire 
land, who have received the truth as it is in 
Jesus,-and who are well practised in their na¢ 
tive tongue, should be prepared, by a cours¢ 
of preparatory instruction in this country, to 
advocate there the great truths of the gospel. 


At Boyle, Mr. Jackman continues to la- 
bour with indefatigable zeal, and, as it ap- 


— 


pears, successfully. Some of the members 


of his Church are employed by the Society, 
two in daily reading, and one in conducting 


a school in that town, which, on examination, —— 


was found to he well-sustained. Of seventy 
children, sixty-two were present ; a number 
somewhat higher than the average attendance. 
A class of twelve read, and were questioned. 


At the option of the examiner, a portion of ~ 


the New Testament among those parts of 
that volume which the children professed to 
have learned, was selected for repetition, It 


is 


si 


Ad 


was the Second Epistle to the Thessalo- 
nians, They repeated it satisfactorily, and 
from their answers to questions proposed up- 
on it, the deputation were pleased to find, 
that the master had evidently paid considera- 
ble attention, not only to their repeating, but 
also to their understanding of the word of 
God. On Lord’s-day, June 18, Mr, Green 
preached ,morning and evening, in the neat 
little meeting-house provided by Mr. Jack- 
man, to a deeply attentive, and, for Ireland, 
numerous auditory. He had also the plea- 
sure of conferring with the church, and with 
most of the members and readers, &c. con- 
nected with the church at Coolaney, who had 
come over for the purpose of an interview. 
It was gratifying to observe in their supplica- 
tions and in their conversation evidences of 
ardent devotion to the work of the Lord. 
Perhaps it would be invidious to mention par- 
ticular persons, yet justice requires, that Patt 
Brennan, Denis Mulhern, and Robert Beaty, 
daily readers of the Society, should be men- 
tioned with especial satisfaction. May God 
make them abundantly useful ! 

Mr. G, proposed to preach in the after- 
noon, in the street of the town, and, as the 
people were pouring out from mass, he 
selected a suitable standing, as it appeared to 
him, for that purpose. Three or four readers, 
&c. of the Society accompanied him. It 
was soon found, however, that if the people 
were to hear the gospel, another standing 
must be taken ; they would not come to him, 
he, therefore, had to go to them. As the 
reading of the Scriptures commenced, ridi- 
cule, abuse, noises of almost all descriptions 
were commenced also—and especially when 
Mr. G. began to speak. Finding that he 
was likely to be foiled, he made an appeal to 
the well-known kindness of the Irish to 
the stranger, which was successful ; almost 
all were immediately silent—the most noisy 
became the quietest; and one man, whose 
conduct had excited some little apprehension, 
became the body-guard of the preacher, 
while for twenty minutes he endeavoured to 
present to their attention the love of God 
in the gift of Jesus Christ, from 1 John 
iv. 10. 

In the neighourhood of this town, the depu- 
tation, with Mr, Bates and other friends, spent 
a most agreeable day, with an excellent clergy- 
man, the resident chaplain of Lord Lorton. 
He is one of those ministers of the Irish 
Church who are constantly itinerating in 
turns through different parts of the country, 
Some account was obtained from him of the va- 
luable and disinterested labours thus conducted. 
One, sometimes two in company, employ a 
fortnight in travelling and preaching in school- 
houses, court-houses, churches, edifices of 
every kind to which they can gain access, once, 
_ twice, or more, daily, Their audiences vary 

in different places as to number, and are 
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mostly Protestants; still good results follow 
this labour of love, Would that our Society 
were in a condition to send agents forth on a 
similar labour; the more especially, as 
against them—independent of the National 
Church, and untainted by contact with things 
to which the Irish Catholic has so strong an 
aversion—it is probable they would have 
hearers from among a class who will not 
listen to a clergyman, ‘‘charm he never so 
wisely.” 

In the course of this delightful day, the 
whole party were ascending one of the moun- 
tains in the vicinity, to enjoy the beautiful 
prospect. In the way, a man, 38 years of 
age, offered to become their guide. He was 
in rags. A little conversation with him, 
however, showed that he was, as most Irish- 
men are, shrewd and intelligent. He could 
read ; but he said he did not know what a 
New Testament was. One was put into his 
hands, and he read a few verses; but from 
his manner, it seemed that he had never be- 
fore seen the book. ~One was promised him, 
providing he would come to the town for it, 
and engage to read it attentively ; he did so. 
As Mr. Green was walking through the street 
the next day, the man accosted him, claiming 
the book ; and never can Mr, G. forget the 
pleasure which beamed in his countenance, as 
he bore off the volume. He seemed like one 
who had found great spoil. Who will not 
pray that he may so “ read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest,” and that by patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures he may have hope. 

From this place the deputation proceeded 
to inform themselves as to the station at Coo- 
laney, and the surrounding places. This'is a 
small town, in the county of Sligo, to which 
Mr. Bates was removed when it was found 
that the town of Sligo itself presented but 
little opening for his efforts. There is a 
church here, not very large, but containing, as 
we hope, the elements of much usefulness, 
Mr. Bates has since been removed to Ballina, 
and Coolaney is occupied by a Mr. Sharman, 
a ministering brother recently engaged by the 
committee. Among the schools of this sta- 
tion which we examined, Templehouse and 
Rhagran are worthy of especial notice; the 
former is conducted in a porter’s lodge be- 
longing to A. Percival, Esq., M.P., and 
superintended most usefully by a pious and 
excellent daughter of that gentleman. It 
contained girls only, who seemed td be well in- 
structed in the doctrines of Christianity. What 
the deputation mean by well instructed ,will be 
understood if they say the children would bear 


honourably a comparison with any Sunday- : 


school children in this country. The deputa- 
tion did, however, think that the proprietor 


‘of the school-room should wholly support an 
institution of which his servants and tenantry — 
derive the advantage, while the Society’s 


funds should be employed for schools less 
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favourably situated. Rhagran school, in a 
cabin by the roadside, was examined in the 
Open air. One class was occupied by Mr. 
Davis on one side of the road, and another by 
Mr. Green on the opposite side. One hundred 
and eighteen children are on the books, sixty- 
four in attendance. Many of them can read 
well, thirty write and cypher, though their 
means are too scanty to procure stationery. 
They want but little, but of half that little 
they are destitute. This it was found was the 
case in most of the schools. Can none of our 
benevolent friends supply us with a few 
slates, pencils, paper, &c., &c. One of the 
boys in this school was eXamined in Euclid, 
a part of which he professed. The figures 
were drawn upon the road with a stick, and 
it was gratifying to find that he is successfully 
acquiring mathematical knowledge. 


Lord’s day, 18th, Mr. Davis had proceeded 
to Ballina, where he preached twice to full 
congregations. On the succeeding Tues- 
day evening Mr. Green preached in the same 
place to a very full house. With the church, 
Mr. D. on Lord’s day, and both on Tuesday 
evening, had opportunities of conference. 
The object of these conferences was partly to 
express to the churches the affectionate inter- 
est in their prosperity taken by the friends in 
England, partly to exhort them to a united 
and harmonious exhibition of the principlesand 
power of godliness in the benighted districts 
around, and partly to set in order a few 
matters which without reflection on any one it 
may be admitted had fallen into confusion. 
As the deputation thought it likely, more- 
over, that the Society would discontinue 
paying for Sabbath reading in which 
most of the male members were occupied, 
they sought to impress on their minds the 
obligation under which all Christians lie, 
without pecuniary reward, to diffuse as far 
as they may have opportunity, the gospel of 

salvation ; and, also, to ‘protect this proceed- 
ing from any misconstruction among those 
whom it might affect. The deputation are 
happy to add, that their efforts were not in 
vain. — 

Many of the schools in the district around 
Ballina were examined with care, and it is 
pleasing to say of some of them, that thev 
appear to be well answering the design of 
their establishment. Not only are the child- 
ren instructed in common rudiments, they are 
led to a knowledge of the word of God, which 


it is hoped may preserve them from the dark | 


and benumbing influence of popery. This 
was found particularly the case with the 
schools at Moyview, Easky, and Ballina 
(Miss Fletcher’s). A very few teachers of 


schools in this vicinity were deemed incom- | 


petent to the work, and they have been dis- 


sary knowledge ; it was gratifying to ascertain 


|apparently . interested. 
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that in this, and other stations, all the teachers, 
with but very few exceptions, are individuals 
of piety. The readers have all given evidence 
of devotedness to the Redeemer. 


In relation to the churches at Ballina and 
Easky, some depressing circumstances which 
need not to be detailed, had occurred, still 
the brethren were not without reason to hope 
that an entire change of the principal agency 
might be productive of beneficial results. 

Although the number of members had not 
increased during the preceding year, it was 
evident from the attendance witnessed, and 
the reports obtained, that there is a consider- 
able disposition to hear the gospel. The 
congregation occupies a neat and commodious 
meeting-house, conveyed to trustees for their 
use, to which it was intended to attach 
a small dwelling-house sufficient for the 
minister ; but this, for want of funds, remains 
in an unfinished state. 

It may be right to say, that Ballina is a 
place of considerable trade, and numerously 
inhabited, It has been described as a 
«‘friendly, handsome, rising city in minia- 
ture,” It jis connected with the thickly 
inhabited town of Ardnaree, in Sligo, by a 
bridge over the Moy river, which separates 
the counties of Mayo and Sligo, and the 
deputation could not but think that, both on 
account ofits size, and on account of that 
spirit of inquiry which an active commerce is 
sure to excite, the Society will do well to 
maintain vigorously their standing in this 
town. It is a centre from which light will 
go round to a large and populous district. 

In one of the school-houses in this vicinity 
Mr. Davis preached to a numerous assembly, 
among whom were many Roman Catholics, 
While descanting on the importance of their 
searching the Scripture for themselves, one of 
his hearers, a man whose attention was very 
close, interrupted him by exclaiming, We will 
search for ourselves, Sir; no one shall hinder 
us.” In another village station, after exam- 
ining a school held in a cabin much larger 
than ordinary, the man entreated Mr. Green 
not to go away without giving them a sermon. 
«* Please your reverence, we shall all be dis- 
appointed.” No persons were seen near ex- 
cept the children, and, therefore, he hesitated. 
“‘Oh, Sir,” said the woman, ‘‘ we’ll soon 
have a congregation,” and truly so they had. 


It seemed as if the people had suddenly risen 
| from the earth. 


In about twenty minutes he 


oo 


was surrounded by an assembly than whom — — 


he has seldom seen one more attentive, and 
Opportunities for 
preaching in Ireland few! hearers with dif- 
ficulty obtained! danger incurred! It may 
be so in some districts, but generally the de~ 
putation feel persuaded this is rather the sug- 


continued, or directed in acquiring the neces- | gestion of timidity, and perhaps of party feel- 


‘ing—than of the zeal, the devotion—the 


“ 
ay, 
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affectionate interest in Ireland’s welfare 


which has made the attempt. 


From Ballina the deputation proceeded by 
Athlone, and down the Shannon, to Limerick, 
They regretted greatly that the schools and 
preaching stations (mostly connected) under 
Mr, Thomas’s care were found scattcred over 
so wide a district, that to examine them was 
utterly out of their power. Three, one at 
six, and one at eight, and one at thirty-five 
miles distance from Limerick, they did visit ; 
Castle Connel, O’Brien’s Bridge, and Mount 
Shannon. The first of these is situate in a 
beautiful little town, near which are some of 
the many rapids of the mighty Shannon. It 
contains near 1500 inhabitants. The school 
had suffered considerably from a change of 
teacher, and was hardly settled when the 
deputation were there. A Mrs. Stackpool, an 
excellent lady residing in the town, who was 
present at the examination, promised the 
brethren to give her kind attention to make it 
much more useful than it seems of late to have 
been. That at O’Brien’s Bridge, near Castle 
Connell, is susceptible of great improvement. 
The children it contains, who can read the 
New Testament, learn to repeat portions of it 
at the rate of about six verses perday. Mount 
Shannon School, under Mr. Flanedy’s care, 
was in a somewhat better state than either of 
the last mentioned. 

A school at Clonola, under Margaret 
Clarke, consisting of girls, was visited, though 
not minutely examined. It consisted of older 


girls than common in schools in Ireland, 


whose appearance as to neatness was very 
pleasing. They read well, and answered 
promptly the few questions proposed to them, 
and Mr. Thomas’s good account of this school 
appeared, so far as the deputation can judge, 
to be well sustained. 

At Limerick, Mrs. Thomas conducts ex- 
ceedingly well a small Sunday-school in her 
own parlour, which Mr. G. had great pleasure 
in ‘examining, while Mr. Davis was taking 
Mr. Thomas’s preaching engagements for the 
day. These were at two of the places already 
mentioned, and one other, where Mr. Thomas 
preaches as often as he can, in alternation 
with other places, thirty-five, thirty, fourteen, 
and twelve miles distant. In Limerick itself, 
large and populous as it is, he has but a 
slender standing ; a church of twelve mem- 
bers, most of whom reside at great distances, 
no meeting-house, no assemblies for united 
prayer, except as he preaches one Lord’s day 
in four, and occasionally at other times. How 
should it be otherwise, with a long, rambling 
district like that one which he travels from 
month to month, and from year to year. Mr. 
Thomas feels strongly the necessity of a“more 


but the agency to make itis wanting. Will no 
man, with a heart glowing with compassion for 


tion next visited, much cannot be said. 


success. 


souls, turn his attention to the thousands im 
that city as presenting an appropriate field for 
missionary exertion? And shall the Society 
ask in vain for the means of supporting such 
a labourer? The city contains upwards of 
90,000 inhabitants, almost all of whom are 
under the power of the “ man of sin.” 


Of Clonmell, the station which the deputa- 
The 
Society has a neat little meeting-house attached 
to a dwelling, also its property, but having a 


few years since consented to the occupancy 


of the place of worship by the Presbyterians, 
who were trying to raise a congregation in the 


town, the Baptists lost the little ground which 


had been gained. About a year since, the 
committee placed Mr. Smith here, and re- 
quested the Presbyterians who had occupied 


this place much longer than was expected, to 


withdraw. Mr. Smith meets with much dis- 
couragement, still he is not altogether without 
The deputation thought, as the 
result of their inquiry, that if some two or 
three good Irish readers could be stationed 
here, their efforts would derive important aid. 


The town is surrounded by the mountains of 


Waterford and Tipperary, upon which may be 
found a numerous population, neglected, 
ignorant, and depraved, to be useful among 
whom the Irish is indispensable; and this 
remark applies to the lower order of the 
neighbourhood generally. Mr. Smith, with 
an Irish friend or two, has gone occasionally 
up the mountains to ascertain the state of the 
people, who he reports will hear, but the men 
to send to read and speak to them are wanting. 
Mrs. Smith instructs a small class of females, 
who inquire with interest after the things of 
religion, but the deputation could not examine 
this class. 

Mr. G, preached to a pretty good congrega- 
tion, few or no Catholics attended, a marked 
and wide distinction is kept up in this town 
between Catholics and Protestants, to which 
the rivalry, the jealousy, and, perhaps, the 
mutual suspicion and hatred of both patties 
equally contribute. The one may be super- 
stitious, and even rancorous, it must not be 
supposed that the other is all intelligence, 
blandness, and piety. 

Thurles, a small town twenty miles or- 
nearly from Clonmell, is a somewhat more 
encouraging spot for. Mr. Smith’s labour. 
There is a small church here, to which he 


had the pleasure of recently attaching two 


persons by baptism, The population of 


Cloumell is 18,000, and that of Thurles nearly 


half that uumber. : 
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In the course of their tour the deputation 


/were requested by the Baptist church at 
concentrated and vigorous effort in Limerick ; } 


Cork to visit them, in order to ascertain 
whether any and what steps could be taken 


~ my © 


| to revive their declining interest, and provide 
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religious instruction for a few of the more 
than 100,000 persons residing in that city. 
The church is very ancient, and has formerly 
prospered greatly; a few ‘particulars of its 
history may perhaps appear in a future 
Chronicle. With the request sent to them 
the deputation complied, and met the church 
at Cork on the first day of July; the result is 
already before our readers. An endowment 
belonging to them having been placed entirely 
in the hands of the Society, the committee 
are anxious to meet their wishes, and have 
sent a minister who we hope may be useful 
among them. 


Besides a few Baptist churches existing in 
the north of Ireland, one we believe of near 
three hundred members, under the pastoral 
care of the Rey. A. Carson, at Tubbermore, 
in Londonderry, there are, or have been, one 
or two others, which the deputation did not 
visit at Waterford and at Youghal, in Cork, 
they are not directly connected with this 
Society. When shall the little one become 
a thousand, and the small one a strong 
people ? 

It is not the business of the deputation to 
depreciate labours undertaken in any direction 
to promote the cause of Jesus Christ. ‘It is 
well,” says a writer in the last number of the 
Eclectic Review, “‘ to carry the glad tidings to 
the. Pagan world, and to seek the extension of 
genuine Christianity throughout the globe, 


From Mr. BATEs, to the Secretary. 
Ballina, Nov. 20, 1837. 


My dear Brother, 

_ This last month I have been enabled to 
~ visit many places, and tell my fellow-sinners 
the way of salvation by Jesus Christ. At 
Mullifariy the congregation is large, attentive, 
and interesting. On my visit to Easky, not 
having been there for a considerable time, I 
had a large assembly to hear me preach. 
This place must not be neglected, if we can 
help it, as there is a large field of usefulness 
around the neighbourhood, and if cultivated, 
by the blessing of God, would produce a rich 
harvest of immortal souls. 

I have been preaching every night this last 
week except Saturday. Monday, at Corrin- 
geencor, in the county of Leitrim ; Tuesday,at 
Coolaney, county of Sligo. Here I had a very 
large congregation, larger than ever I had 
before; and there were persons present who 
I think never heard me before. Wednesday 
I went to Drumnagoole, and Thursday I was 
at Ballina, for the evening lecture. I would 
not be sanguine, but I do feel encouraged as I 
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but with what consistency can we expend our 
hundred thousand pounds annually upon this 
object, and refuse to furnish a few thousands 
to be advantageously appropriated te the con- 
version of those who are perishing at our very 
door? When shall we listen to the words of 
our Saviour, ‘These ought ye to have done, 
and not have left the other undone.’ ”* 
“« We undertake,” says a spirited Irish writer, 
‘to christianize foreign countries when we 
have not christianized our own. Go into 
our populous cities, into our rural districts, 
into our mountain tracts, and are these all 
inhabited by christians? Are there even a 
moiety of the crowded inhabitants who know 
any thing of the religion which gives them a 
name? ‘Unto the Jew first,'and then to the 
Gentiles,’ was the wise and just maxim of the 
founder of our religion. It has been too 
much neglected. We would say unto our 
own people first, and then the stranger.” 


It only remains to add, that on several 
points of detail in the operations of the 
Society on which the brethren brought home 
ample information, a letter of instruction has 
been sent to each of the principal agents which 
will appear in the appendix of the Report for 
1837-8. 


* Article, Wiseman’s Lectures on the Catholic 
Church. a = Saal 

+ O’Driscoll’s-Views of Ireland, moral, &c. 
Vol. ii. 74. 


hope the congregation is on the increase. I 
think I can say, that I desire nothing so much 
as to see the conversion of sinners. May the 
Lord strengthen the things that remain, and 
are ready to die, and pour out his holy Spirit 
in such abundance, that the heathens around 
us may be compelled to say, ‘The Lord hath 
done great things for them ;” and we will say, 
«“The Lord hath done great things for us ; 
whereof we are glad.” 

May I have wisdom and prudence to watch 
over those whom I am insome measure called 
to superintend! May you watch over me, that 
I may act on all oceasions with discretion; and 


that the Lord may watch over us all, is the —— * 
Pras 


prayer of : 
Your most affectionate, 
J. BATES. 


P.S. I beg to acknowledge the reception of 
a valuable parcel, containing books, tracts, 
thimbles, and many little frocks, &c., as pre- 
miums for the children. These are valuable, 
and will prove valuable to the little ones who 
attend our schools, I hope that we all feel 
grateful to our kind friends in England, and 
especially to the hand that sends them. - 


¢ 
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From Denis MULHERN to MR. BATES, 


Nou. 6, 
Rev, Sir, 

[ returned a few days ago, after visiting the 
five schools in my district. They are rather 
thinly attended at present, on account of the 
children being employed in the fields at the 
potatoe harvest. 

As you will, no doubt, feel anxious to know 
how the meetings are doing, I shall give you 
a brief account of such as I endeavour to 
attend at fixed periods. 

Rathgram. I continue to hold a meeting 
here once a week; the number that attend 


varies from twelve to twenty. 


T. House. Being invited by R. B., Lheld 
a meeting on last Lord’s day evening, for the 
first time, in his house ; about fifteen attended. 
I hope, by the blessing of God, to be able to 
attend here in future once a fortnight. 

Deenode. I attend here once a week, when 
at home, and although the congregation is 
usually small, yet it is encouraging to find that 
afew Roman Catholics are in the habit of 
regularly attending. At the last meeting IT 
noticed four. 

Drumnagoole. I attend here once a month 
as usual. The attendance varies from stzteen 
to thirty. And here I would observe, that the 
gospel is evidently gaining considerable ground 
in this neighbourhood, and even a favourable 
impression is resting on the minds of many of 
the people who have been in the habit of 


attending your preaching here for the last two 
years, with regard to the peculiarities of our 
denomination. 

Kilanumry. I hold a meeting here once 
in the three weeks or month: the last time 
there were about twenty present, seven of 
whom were Roman Catholics. 

Coolaney. I continue the Thursday evening 
meeting here, also on Lord’s day morning. 

Distributed during the last three weeks, 
giving cnly one to each person, ntnety-seven 
tracts. With regard to the dissemination of 
tracts, I have one circumstance to mention. 
About six months ago I intentionally dropped 
a tract (No. 169, On the New Birth) on the 
high-road between Coolaney and Druma- 
hair, enclosed, with this superscription, ‘* To 
you, if you never experienced the new birth.’” 
A-few weeks ago I called at a small cabin 
about two miles from this place, and perceiv- 
ing a tract on a window, I took it up, and 
finding it to be the same that I had left as 
above, I inquired of an old man how he came 
by it. And from what he said, it appeared 
that it was the same tract, which a neighbour 
of his had picked up, and having read it him- 
self, he lent it this man, and recommended 
him to read it with attention, and return it 
safely. This was an introduction to along 
conversation with this old man, not only on 
the nature of the new birth, but also on the 
ground of asinner’s acceptance with God. I 
left him another tract, which he thankfully 
received. 


Contributions, some omitted last month, some very kindly sent in answer to our appeal in 
relation to the debt of the Society, and some usually sent this season, will appear in February 
number, the committee having determined to continue the Chronicle monthly instead of 


quarterly, as was intimated last. month. 
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